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ll;,  See.  33,  lino  29 

aftor  "Attache"  add  "ask  that  tho  German  authorities" 

25,  Sec.  56,  lino  29 

chango  "was  made"  to  "had  boon  mado" 

25,  Sec.  57.  lino  5 

aftor  "Navy"  add  Hl^h  Command" 

26,  Sec.  59»  lino  e 
doleto  "'A'ar  and" 

chango  "Ministers*"  to  Mlnistor's" 

29,  Soc.  66,  line  I* 
delete  "tho  morning  of" 

35,  Sec.  76»  linos  6  and' 7 

chango  "decisions"  to  "discussions" 

36,  Sec.  80,  line  5 

change  "some  such  period  as"  to  "a  period  of  at  least" 

58,  Sec.  85,  lino  11 

change  "had  been  mado"  to  "was  to  have  been  made" 

58,  Sec.  85,  line  5 

change  "excluded"  to  "precluded" 

1|0,  Sac.  87,  line  k 
change  "28*'  to  "27^ 

43,  Sec,  98,  lino  6 

chango  "Foreign  Minister"  to  "Lord  Keeper  of  tho  Privy  Seal* 

ll4.,  second  paragraph,  lino  1 
add  section  number,  "99" 

46,  Sec.  107»  line  9 
after  "speech"  add  "chiefly" 

52,  Sec.  122,  line  2 

after  "responsibility  for"  add  "management  of" 
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intern  iTIONvL  MILITaHY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  F  \R  EAST 
THE  UNITED  ST  iTES  OF  iMERICA,  At  al ♦ 

-vs- 

\R  iKI  Sadao,  ot  il . 

AFFIDAVIT 
t5g5  SHIGLNORI 
I 

Gonoral 

Having  first  duly  sworn  an  oath  as  on  tho  attichod  shoot, 
in  accordance  '"Ith  the  procodura  provailinf:  in  my  country,  I 
hereby  doposo  as  follows: 

1,  I  ontorod  tho  service  of  the  Japanese  Forei;":n  Ministry 
in  November  1912,  immediatoly  after  passing  tho  diplomatic 

and  consular  service  examination,  and  for  the  following  thirty- 
three  years  until  my  retirement  upon  resignation  of  tho  post 
of  Foroign  Minister  on  1?  August  19^5  I  devoted  my  life  con¬ 
tinuously  (except  for  the  period  1  Soptembor  1942  to  9  April 
1945»  when  I  v:as  retired)  to.  tho  diplomatic  service.  During 
that  period  I  occupied  successively  the  usual  positions  at 
homo  and  abroad  which  are  the  history  of  a  diplomat's  life, 
and  rocolved  promotions,  decorations  and  other  forms  of  recog- 
nltlon  in  the  usual  course  of  a  government  servant's  career. 

I  have  never  held  military  office  nor  had  connection  of  any 
nature  with  any  military  or  militaristic  group  or  clique; 
neither  have  I  been  a  member  of  any  political  party  or  society 
nor  ever  held  political  office,  except  that  after  my  retire¬ 
ment  from  office  on  1  Septembor  19l|.2  I  was  appointed  a  member 
of  tho  House  of  Peers,  a  sort  of  retirement  honor  frequently 
bestowed  on  retiring  cabinet  ministers  and  other  high  official?. 
(I  did  nt  one  time  receive  membership  in  the  Imperial  Rule 
vsslstinco  Political  Society,  v;hlch  I  suppose  might  bo  con¬ 
sidered  a  "political  party";  but  I  was  never  active  in  it, 
and  took  so  little  interest  in  it  that  I  am  not  oven  sure 
v/hen  I  received  my  membership,  whether  it  continued  tuatll 
the  Society's  dissolution,  and  whether  an  advlsorship  or  tho 
like  position  was  conferred  on  me.)  My  profession  has  boon 
diplomacy;  my  aim  as  a  diplomat  has  been  the  advancomont  of 
my  country's  interests,  but  always  governed  by  tho  conviction 
that  ray  own  country  would  bo  host  served  by  attempting  to 
understand  other's  viewpoints,  by  promoting  international 
friendship  and  striving  for  amicable  settlements  and  main¬ 
tenance  of  peace,  thus  to  contribute  to  tho  walfaro  of  mankind 
as  a  whole. 

2.  The  facts  of  my  career  are  substantially  as  contained 
in  tho  racord  of  the  Personnel  Section  of  the  Cabinet  Secre¬ 
tariat,  introduced  into  evidence  as  Exhibit  ^'*0,  127,  subject 
to  tho  amplifications  contained  in  Defense  Documents  Nos. 

1280,  12GI  and  2866,  which  points  I  shall  mention  in  detail 

.horeaftor  at  the  appropriate  times.  My  diplomatic  career  up  • 
to  the  time  I  became  Foreign  Minister  was  related  almost 
wholly  to  European  and  American  affairs,  and  primarily  to 
European,  introduction  to  the  diplomatic  service  was  a 

period  of  something  short  of  three  years  in  the  Consulate- 
General  at  Mukden;  but  I  never  served  thereafter  in  any  coun¬ 
try  in  Asia.  During  World  War  I  I  was  appointed  to  a  post  in 
Switzerland,  and  after  the  armistice  sorved  on  the  Japanese 
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dolocition  to  thj  Ponco  Conf or 
Girmny,  ind  roKi-alrud  thoro  of  to 
troTty  as  n  socrotary  to  tho  Jap 
thon  sorvod  In  Tokyo  Chi  f 
Europoan- \inorlcan  Bur_;' 
is  concornod  with  affair 
(lixhibit  No.  127).  In  D 
J^tpanosj  SnbiKrv  in  " 
thoro  until  May' 1929, 
ond  of  195^  I  was  Cou 
tino  I  was  twicj  ordj 
Iho  first  of  thosj  oc.;asinis 
doslgnatod  as  a  moinbor  ai*  cho 
to  thd  11th  Vssombly  of  tho  Lo 
from  my  post  at  B.-rllo  that  t 
Oonova.  about  ton  days,  \y:ain 
as  tho  Socrotary-Gon  ;r al 
Confaroncj  on  Gon^ral  Di 
in  '^onova  from  Pobruary  'to  'u 

5«  U  this  point  I 
correct  a  fow  misconcopti 
ovidonco  or  assortions 
-'onova  at  the  sarno  tirn 
produced  this  argument 
lent  ho  v/.as  with  ^iatsuoka 
Nations,  whoso  business 
Kivo  tho  assurance 
L947>  Socord,  p.  i6,939). 
incident”,  '8bp t  imber  7'"' 
n  Bor  lip,  i^rosumably  th 


CO.  I  was  dispotchod  to 
r  tho  conclusion  of  the  poico 
anosa  Embassy  in  Berlin.  I 
>f  th !  1st  Section  of  tho 

Ministry,  which  soctic 
31  Russia  and  r.  l  -hhoriny  states 

1-hin 'to  a^a^^f^  ^  ordared  to  the 
I  secretary,  stayinr 

aJn^or'ar  f"?  ^ntil  th 

--.i  ^^rconova  -^rniny.  During  th 

-0  onova  (-.A-j  vns e  Doo’ir.iunc  No.  1^0) 
was  in  Soptomber  i^^c,  when  I  was 
suite  jf  i.he  Japanosu  deloratlon 
ague  of  Nations.  I  was  abs^ont 
1^^-  '>nly  22  days,  and  was  a? 

'.r  iv  T  1931  i  was  dotallod 

-f  tlij  Japanor.^  delegation  to  tha 
^aimanient,  and  served  In  that  capacity 
ust  and  ira  Novamber  I932. 

s.i ‘uld  like  to  tak  I  tha  occasion  to 
on.s  arLsin-7  from  tha  prosacution* s 
‘yy  ty  f'ct  khU  I  ,v„  onoo  In 

prosocutlon  hiva 
on  th^  If  tho  M.nohurlon  Inol- 

.  vmich  „oro  .o  ortcn  brofen"  (5?  Wry 

931.  I  ’/IS  n  t  in  wenova,  hut  at  my  post 
Lv,  n  acut Ion •  s  asaoctlan  relata*!  t'j 

T  •  ^ap'Jn.as.  dolegatlon  to  the 

'7  1  r  j-u  that  there  was  no  connoc- 

t/oer.  th.-  business  of  the  two  doleratlo?? 

ssj.  bl:^  a(  the  Le  iguo  of  Nations^ 
..■rate,  ind  th-t  ta  tha 
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from  th3  Lxtraordlnary  of  th.:  Ljaruj  \ss3nibly,  in 

Fobru-iry  1935,  I  •V®  In  Gjnova,  but  was  thon  in 

Japan  (Dofonso  iJopumant*  Noji  1260)  ,  .  ^ 

L ,  Tho  prosecution  have  assorted  (13  November  19^6, 

Uecord  p.  10,297)  that  in  19^1  I  became  a  member  of  tho 
Supremo  War  Council,  lhat  tho  Supromo  ir  Council  was  composed 
of  military  men  can  be  discovered  from  i^efenso  Document  No. 
2781.-  ‘^‘hot  membership  In  this  body  was  restricted  to  general 
offlcori  of  the  Army  and  flic  officers  of  the  Na^*  was  in 
fact  stated  to  the  Tribunal  by  a  prosecutor  (I4  Juno  I940, 
Record  p.  672).  ‘^lis  allocation  of  my  membership  seems  to 
bo  founded  upon'  a  document  CAjxhibit  No.  102) ,  tho  original 
Jipanefto  of  which  refors  not  to  the  Supreme  War  Council  (Gunjl 
Sanglln)  but  to  .tho  Supremo  Council  for  Dlroptlon  of  the  War 
(Salko  Senso  Shido  Kalpl);  hev.’ovor,  the  prosecutor  also  ox- 
plainod,  correctly,  to  the  Tribunal  (lit  June  191^6,  Record, 
p»  681),  that  this  orcan  was  ost-ibllshed  undor  tho  Kolso 
Cabinet,  in  1 9)|1| .  I  was  therefore  not  a  member  of  this  body 
in  19jll» 


5,  It  has  boon  pointed  out  to  the  Tribunal  sovor.al  tlmos 
that  in  the  course  ef  my  public  servlco  I  rocoivod  various 
awards  and  decorations,  r  )me  of  which  are  suggested  to  have 
sln.lAtor  implications .  Since  I  boll  eve  that  evidence  already 
Introduced  (Dafense  documents  ml  2755)  v/lll  have  givan 

the  Tribunal  an  understanding  of  this  subject,  a  few  words  from 
mo  should  suffice  to  dispose  of  the  matter.  It  is  intimated 
that  tho  award  bustev/ed  upon  mo  "for  sorvlcoa  during  1931-4*' 
was  related  to  tha  hanchurla  Incident  (IPS  Document  No.  0001). 

It  is  obvious  from  the  record  of  my  career  that  I  had  no  con¬ 
nect  ion  whatever  with  the  iwanchurla  Incident,  nor  is  tljaro  any 
Qvldonce  to  connect  mo  therewith;  I  was  in  Borlln  when  tho 
Incident  occurred,  and  during  all  of  1951-3lj  to  tho  time  of 
this  award  I  was  stationed  oltfhor  in  Berlin  or  in  Tokyo  as 
Director  of  tho  foroign  I«lniatrj's  ^uropaan—Vmorican  Bureau, 
which  had  no  direct  connection  with  Manchurian  affairs.  As 
awards  for  service  in  connection  with  any  contemporaneous 
•affairs  could  in  those  d.ays  have  boon  given  in  the  gulso  of 
award  for.  services  in  the  Manchiu’la  Incident,  the  award  bes¬ 
towed  upon  mo  for  s.irvlcos  in  1931-U  could  therefore  have  been 
in  connection  with  othar  mattjrsi  but  if  I  had  been  decorated 
for  services  in  conr.--ction  with  the  Manchurian  affair  I  would 
have  been,  as  has  alrv^ady  been  testified  (Exhibit  No.  3ll!.7» 

Record,  p.  28,026),  on-t  of  lj.52,826  recipients  of  such  av/ards. 

Tho  award  granted  me  far  services  in  connection  with  tho  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  .intl-Cemintern  ^  act  cane  to  mo  as  director  of 
the  bureau  in  charge  of  the  negotiations  concerning  tho  Pact, 

It  is  customary  on  thesa  occasions,  undor  the  Japanese  system, 
to  bestiw  tho  awards  U' an  tho  officials  concorned  in  manngomont 
of  tho  matter,  quit  v.’ithout  regaro  to  thjlr  personal  views  or 
tho  largo  or  small  part  which  thej  actually  played  in  tho 
matter.  That  I  was  >*lvon  an  awai^d  upon  the  occasion  of  tho  con¬ 
clusion  of  the  Antl-Cami/iLorn  Pact  despite  my  having,  as  I  shall 
testify  presently,  b.ien  unsympathetic  to  it,  is  perhaps  suf¬ 
ficient  commentary  upon  tho  significance  ef  these  av/ards.  So 
far  as  concerns  the  djc oration  for  "services  in  connection  with 
tho  China  V/ar"  (3I  January  19^7,  Record,  p,  l6,9l;l4.),  those  awards, 
as  I  have  mentioned,  covjr.^d  all  services  in  the  period  undor 
consideration.  Dut  If  I  had  bjon  decorated  for  services  in 
connection  v/lth  the  China  vffalr,  it  has  already  been  shown 
(Eachlblt  No.  3lll7)  that  3,319»5l;7  ethers  received  awards  on  tho 
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samo  basiff.  My  award.  It  is  said,  v/as  "tho  hirhost  Japanoso 
av/ard".  It  is  qultj  cljar  that  Japan  has  hl.dajr  awards;  but 
In  any  ovont,  this  ona  was  in  tho  circumstancos  tho  one  appro¬ 
priate  for  bestowal  under  tho  Japanese  system  of  avrards. 

6.  I  Should  like  also,  boforo  coming:  to  the  substantive 
matters  of  my  testimony,  to  dispose  of  the  question  of  the 
Kokueaku  Kenkyukal  (National  Policy  *'es3arch  Society),  mj' 
membership  in  which  has  been  shov/n  (exhibit  No,  6O3)  to  prove 
that  I  entertained  ayrjresslvo  designs  upon  the  world  at  larpo, 
I  believe  that  the  nature  of  the  Society  has  been  made  suf¬ 
ficiently  clear  from  evidence  already  Introduced  (Exhibit  No, 
678  and  Defense  Docunnnt  Nq.  27147)*  I  need  add  only  that  I 
never  paid  membership  fees  or  dues,  never  attended  meetings 
(unless  it  be  a  ceremonial  New  Year's  Day  affair,  or  the 
like),  never  served  the  Society  as  officer  or  committeeman 
( thouf^h  I  v/as  requested  to  take  office  in  it),  and  nover  had 
the  slightest  knowledge  of  what  it  was  doing  or  proposad.  I 
was  solicited  by  a  personal  friend  to  become  a  member,  and 
did,  in  Just  the  same  way  that  any  man  in  public  life  is 
•  likely  to  take  out  m..mb.rship  in  any  number  of  organizations 
without  Inquiring  inte  the  details  of  their  .activities.  \s 
to  the  donation  ’--hicl  las  been  testified  to  havo  boon  made  to 
tho  Society  by  the  P  jr  -ign  Ministry,  I  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it;  if  it  occurred,  It  vas  a  mattor  transacted  by  tho  Vico- 
‘•‘Inlster  in  conformity  v/ith  procodcnt  and  routlno,  and  I  was 
not  consulted  concjrning  it. 


II 

Itusslan  Affairs 


•r.y  diplomatic  career  Russo-Japanese  rola- 


mest  important  problem  for  Japan  after 
not  a  small  part  of  my  caroor  has  been  do- 
ction  chief  in  the  European- 'imorlcan  Bureau 
was  c.oncorned  directly  v/ith  Russian  affairs; 
in  the  pest  of  i^lrector  of  the  i-uropoan- 


7.  Throughout 
tlons  have  been  the 
that  of  China,  and 
voted  to  it.  As  so 
from  1923  to  1925  I 
and  during  my  time 

\morlcan  (later  European- ^si  itlc)  bureau,  1933-1937,  Russian 
affairs  wore  of  paramount  import enco  among  the  affairs  under 
my  Jairlsdlctlon. 

8.  During  my  tenur,  as  Chief  of  the  Plrst  Section  of 
the  European- American  burjou  I  was  the  official  directly  con¬ 
cerned  with  solution  of  Japanose-Russlan  problems,  and  it  was 
during  this  tlm^  that  wa  finally  reached  a  settlemont  of  tho 
many  points  of  cont.-*ntien  v/hlch  had  arisen  as  a  result  of  tho 
Soviet  Revolution  and  the  ^Siberian  Expedition  carried  out 
Jointly  v.'i th  the  bnited  States,  Britain  and  Franco,  and  which 
had  been  since  pending  b-'tv/oen  Japan  and  the  USSR.  My 
efforts  v;ore  devotjd  te  the  settlement  of  such  problems  as 
Soviet  ratification  of  the  Treaty  .>f  Portsmouth,  Soviet  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  Czarlst  debts  to  Japan  and  tho  question  of  pro¬ 
hibition  of  Com.  unlst  propaganda  in  Japan.  The  settlement  of  ' 
those  questions  ch  was  finally  arrived  at  was  embodied  in 
the  Soviet- Japonosj  Basic  Convention,  granting  Japanese  re- 
cocrituon  of  thj  Soviet  Government  and  roostabllshlng  relations 
on  a  .jorml  basis,  si-'n^d  at  Peking  in  January  I925. 

9.  :Vi  though  my  desirnatlon  as  chief  of  the  European-  . 
\merlcan  Bur  mu  was  dated  1  February  1933,  I  actually  took  over 
the  office  only  in  early  i.'.arch,  having  meanv/hlle  visited  ray 

-14- 
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horjo  loivo  ind  spjnt  i  consldor3blj  tlnj  it  rny  pirsoml 
affair**.  I  ici  charpjd  haro  v.-ith  havln;..  assisted  in  an  Inoorine 
tho  wlthdra’val  of  Japan  fro.n  thj  Lja -u.  of  i'^atlona;  actually, 

I  had  no  connection  '.vith  this  ):!  J-i-lovol  policy  decision,  tho 
-jnoral  trond  of  which  had  boon  docl  iid  b  .fn'j  I  ontorod  upon 
tho  dischar^o  of  tho  duties  of  ay  office  is  bureau  director 
in  Harch  (Dofonso  Documont  Nd,?9u1  )--my  bui'jau  not  boinc 
tho  one  in  charso  of  tho  matter.  (I  hid  oxpr^ssod  my  personal 
oninion  in  the  days  when  tho  qu-stion  of  v.*lthdrawal  was  bolnr; 
moot^d  at  Gonova,  that  such  a  course  would  bj  unfortunate  for 
Japan  (Dofonso  Documont  No,  27I1O  .)  vithou  -h  tho  formal  noti¬ 
fication  of  Japanese  withdrawal  from  the  Lea^-ue  was  -ivon 
on  27  March  1953,  the  policy  had  for  all  practical  purposes 
boon  determined  when  i.r.  ‘-‘atsuoka  led  the  Japanese  dolopatlon 
from  the  moetinf^  of  the  issombly  in  lato  February.  \fter  the 
withdrawal  from  the  Leao;uo  of  Nations,  I  submitted  to  Count 
Uchlda.  the  Porei-n  Minister,  at  his  ro-uest,  a  v-ritton 
opinion  entitljd  "On  the  ■^orei:;n  Policy  of  Japan  vls-a-vls 
Exarope  and  America  Pollowin*»  ’.Vlthdrawal  from  the  Leacuo  of 
Nations"  (Dofonso  Document  No,  lb, 6).  \s  showinn:  my  concorn 
with  Russian  auostlons,  it  may  bo  noted  that  alth.ourh  this 
report  treats 'of  Japanese  relations  v/ith  tho  United  States  and 
all  the  chief  *:.uropean  countries,  over  a  third  of  it  is  de¬ 
voted  to  the  Soviet  question.  I  mlpht  say  that  so  far  as 
it  lay  within  my  competence  and  my  abilities,  I  worked  throuch- 
out  my  later  career  for  the  fulfillment  of  the  entire  diplo¬ 
matic  policy  sot  out  in  this  plan  of  1953*  such  othor 

important  branches  of  Japanese  diplomacy  as  affairs  if  China 
and  of  the  United  States  and  Britain  I  had  in  later  years  al¬ 
most  no  direct  connoctlon--untll  by  their  complications  thoy 
had  so  deteriorated  as  to  brine:  us  to  the  verce  of  the  Pacific 
v/ar--and  was  not  in  a  position  to  work  to  any  nood  offset  for 
tho  carrying  out  of  my  proposed  policies  in  those  fields . 

But  so  far  as  Soviet  affairs  are  concernod,  I  had  tho  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  doal  with  them  for  a  considerable  period,  and  tho 
main  points  of  my  propram  as  sot  forth  in  the  above-montionod 
opinion  wore  subsequently  brouj^ht  to  fruition.  Theso  points, 
which  wore  tho  results  of  my  interest  in  and  study  of  tho 
question,  woro  three:  conclusion  of  a  non-aggression  pact; 
settlement  of  the  Chinese  Eastern  R'»llway  question  by  purchase 
of  the  Soviet  intorest;  demarkatlon  of  the  Sovlet-Manchoukuo 
boundaries . 


10.  My  first  work  as  Director  of  tho  -^uropean-Amerlcon 
Bxoreau  v/as  the  negotiations  proposed  by  tho  USSR  v/hich 
eventually  led  to"  the  purchase  by  *'*anchoukuo  of  the  half 
interest  of  the  U  S  S  R  in  the  Chinese  Eastern  Railway,  and 
the  removal  of  that  lon.^-standlng  source  of  friction  in  Sovlet- 
Manchoukuo  and  Soviet- Jap 'neso  relations.  These  negotiations 
were  peculiarly  taxing  and  complex,  and  occupied  much  of  my 
time  for  almost  two  years.  I  shall  not  here  repeat  tho 
details — how  tho  parties  were  at  the  outset  extremely  far 
apart  in  their  ideas  of  the  monetary  value  of  the  Soviet  in¬ 
terest;  hcv.  1  r.egotiatl -ns  wore  repeatedly  interfered  with 
and  rendered  .  .r_  difficult  by  the  occurrence  of  conflicts 
in  Manch  lukViO ho./  tho  Japanese  military  authorities  had 
ropoatedjy  to  oe  i^-rcuaded  that  aiillcabla  settlement  of  tho 
issue  was  to  Japan's  interest.  Theso  have  been  told  by  othor 
witness 3S  (Exhibit  No.  323^  and  Defense  Documont  No.  2755). 

The  result  v/as  that,  while  to  olimlnatj  a  source  of  friction 
in  Manchuria  and  to  make  the  situation  tranquil  the  Japanese 
Government  worked  as  mediator  to  smooth  the  course  of  tho  nogo- 
tlations  betv.'j^-n  manchoukuo  and  the  U  S  S  R,  my  bureau  and  I 
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v/oro  in  fict  fully  occupied  In  p^rsuadinf'  thj  parties  to  com-  j 

promise  tholr  orl.Tjlml  claims.  Th^  prosocutlon  hivo  roforrod 
to  tho  Chinosa  Eistorn  Rnil-.vay  salo  is  bavins:  boon  Intondod 
to  stronr.thon  Japan's  position  in  imnchoukuo  ond  to  olinimto 
concessions  of  forol^n  countries,  oxcopt  Japan,  t;.9rn.  This 
arcunant  overlooks  tho  fact  that  the  s-»lj  vas  first  proposod 
by  the  USSR,  and  that  tho  throo  Govornm.rdr  roncornod  v/oro 
from  tho  first  at  one  on  tho  belief  th^t  th^  r  i.  sactlon  v/ould 
promote  peace  in  tho  ^‘ar  East  (Exhibit  ‘'•o.  3291),  It  was  by 
the-  request  of  the  U  S  S  R  that  tlu  ipaarantee  Jaoan  of  tho 
oblirratlon  to  pay  the  purchase  price  also  was  .-’ad^,  tho 
Soviet  Government  lackin;;  confidence  in  the  solvency  of 

Manchoukuo.  Vs  I  have  already  rrn-ntl'^nid,  the  consummation  of 
this  transaction  was  an  ambition  of  mine  of  loo‘’  standing,  as 
proposed  in  the  report  to  Porel^'n  Uinlstar  I’chida. 

11,  Durlnri:  tho  progress  of  thj  negotiations  referred  to 

in  tho  procoding  paragraph  the  Foreign  Ministry  was  reorganized; 
the  European- Imorican  -uroau  was  divided  Into  two,  and  its 
functions  transferred  partly  to  the  new  American  bureau  and 
partly  to.  tho  new  European- Vslatic  tjureau,  which  was  chargod 
also  wlth*rcsponsibility  for  matters  affecting  Sviropoan  coun¬ 
tries  and  continontal  vsla  except  Chini,  Thailand,  etc.  My 
chief  intorest  and  specialty  being,  as  I  have  mentioned  before, 
in  tho  Russian  field,  I  as  appointed  to  the  bureau  which 
succaedod  to  rosponslbllity  I’or  Russian  relations,  the  Europoan- 
\slatlc  Bureau  (I  shall  hereafter  refor  to  tho  Bureau  during 
my  tenure  generally  by  its  later  name), 

12.  Immediately  after  tho  successful  conclusion  of  tho 
Chlneso  Eastern  Railway  transaction,  I  had  to  turn  my  undivided 
attention  to  the  Soviet-Manchovikuoan  bordor  question.  Boforo 
my  entry  into  tho  offico  of  Director  of  the  fl.\iropoan- \morlcan 
Buraau  agreement  had  been  reachjd  between  tho  Govarnments  of 
Japan  and  tho  U  S  S  R  to  study  the  question  proposed  by  Japan 
of  establishing  a  mixed  ( Soviet- Japanoso-Manchoukuoan)  com¬ 
mission  for  tho  prevention  of  bordor  disputes.  With  tho 
Chinese  i^astern  negotiations  supervening,  however,  it  was  not 
until  May  19 5 9>  when  they  woro  at  last  concluded,  that  tho 
negotiations  on  this  question  were  entered  into,  ^fter  tho 
foundation  of  manchoukuo,  bordor  incidents  had  been  numerous; 
but  during  the  time  that  the  Chinese  i:.astern  Railway  auestlon 
was  under'dlscusslon  feeling  was  good,  and  the  number  of  inci¬ 
dents  had  decreased.  It  seemed  to  me  an  opportune  time,  there¬ 
fore,  to  try  to  put  an  end  to  the  constant  expenditure  of 
effort  which,  to  thj  innoyance  of  both  parties,  was  required 

to  settle  tho  Incid-nts,  by  entrusting  the  task  of  preventing 
and  settling  border  dUputes  as  far  as  possible  to  such  a 
commission.'  I  there! -r j  .deavorod  to  commence  negotiations 
for  establishment  o'"  thl~  i.-mmirsion  in  the  summer  of  1935« 

The  Government  of  Ma  i-'f and  the  Kwantung  \rmy,  hov/over, 
insisted  that  first  vii-*  jsf'blishment  of  a  border-demarkatlon 
commission  be  arr.  ,u  Vj^fo.'o  the  establishment  of  the  commission 
for  settlement  uf  d’.or/  tj.i.  to  v/'.ich  the  Soviet  Government 
eventually  agroad,  a.-  a  r  '^ult,  howav-sr,  of  dlfforoncos  of 
opinions  the  ne  •ocia'-  ons  w  r  tiially  dropped.  Thus  oven  in 
1938,  v/hen  I  arv^V’d  M,2co».  i?  ambassador,  I  found  neither 
commission  yet  estao'iished .  and  the  d..;narkatlon  of  the 
Mongol lan-hanchoukuo  in  borier  ^.a  tho  Nomonhan  District,  which 
in  1959  I  succa  sd-i"’  •...  *.  i»  -Ing  about  by  negotiations  v.-ith 
People’s  Comn]i=-.ir  Molot.j^'  (Exhibit  Ne.  7^7) r  was  the  only  re¬ 
sult  achieved  in  thj  hietery  of  many  years’  negotiations  between 
Japan  end  the  USSR  directed  toward  this  end. 
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15.  In  thj  suminor  of  193?  i^usso- J^pnnos ^  ral.itions  v/ora 
•arain  troublacl,  by  tha  londin*'.  on  and  occupation  by  Soviet 
troops  of  the  Kv/on-tsa- tso  Island  in  tho  Anirr  Rivor.  The 
Kwantunr  irsiv  vms  oa-^.jr  to  dispitcb  troops  to  tho  spot  to 
aottla  tho  incid^-nt  by  dafoncj  of  vh^t  It  conaldorod  ^voro  tho 
frontiers  of  luanclioulcac-j  b’'t  1  ins’stod  ^tron.’ly  on  nofsotia- 
tion  first,  ond  In  IL-  and  th .  Incid-nt  -•^s  sottlod  by  nogo- 
tl'Otion  v.'ithou'c  *  j vol o^r  1*'.’  inao  soi'i  s  cjo.sh.  This  was, 
hov’jvor  tho  I'.st  m'^tt  or  of  bu''_n  ron'-’ oi-ninr  tho  USSR 
v.'hic'- "I’nina  -d  o  i  bn’",  j-i  dirocto’^.  lr>  .-ph  I936.  Froirior 

'<n‘.}' >r  )  nad  xntimatod 


Hirota  (’vho  'vo--  'O’-'.i”  re  m  "-o';;. 

to  jno  his  intontion  of  •a’^poi oti’^n  m  ■  i-ib ossodor  to  tho  U  S  S 
II-Avinr*  boon  o-.r>"  cl  fur  'j-’-r.--  m  affairs,  and 

thoy  b;inr.  of  tho  -roatj-t  in'  v.  .-at  i.o  j.  x  was  af  courso 
ruito  hanpv  t  ,.i'osd  't  •'pnointnonr.  to  tho  nast  of 

.vmbassador'' to  M  s.j-.*  ilo-"'vav,  a^'bor  Vr,  \rita  was  appointed 
Foroipn  ‘->lnisc.r.  r  I.  j'Mv;  irimior  Ji  th.a  p'^rtfolio,  tho 
Moscow  post  v.'.mv  to  anath :r,  and  I  was  iMi’ally  in  October  1957 
appointed  '.nbassadui  to  Oar'’ my  lb-  M.urota  told  me  afterward 
that,  though  he  had  .-ont i  -d  i*-  ''yi-ropr iat 3  to  sand  mo  to 

tho  USSR,  poraonr'l  proMom^  of  ♦‘he  Fer  -i.^n  Ministry  had 
compollod  him  to  inaK.-  •'  d’ff  runt  appalntm  ^’'t. 


R. 


lb.  On  15  Cctobar  1^38  i  inic  than  imbassador  to  Germany, 

I  was  appoint  ad  iriboss  ador  to  'cha  ’U  ?  S  h,  and  -arrived  at  my 
post  in  Moscov/  or.  ?9  Get-bar.  Upon  my  -’’-rival  I  fo’ind  awalt- 
inr;  my  attontion  a  s>.rlous  proMom,  In  the  form  of  tho 
perennial  f ishei  J  as  question.  Since  IVio  whan  the  negotia¬ 
tion  of  a  ner  f  ’  ahovios  converition  hod  biarro-a  dc”m  pwlnR  to 
tho  concluslor  of  the  intx- Comf -t  "n'  Fact,  it  had  bo6n  neces¬ 
sary  to  con.’.iv.d:  a’'''’*al  iy  an  arranseme.it  on  the  fisheries 
question,  and  trouble  a. id  d if.f  J  crlties  arose  -o'.nua.Lly.  It 
the  tlifj^vof  r-.y  '"'•ival  Mo3'-:v"  aj  oiiibassadar,  at  the  end  of 
October  1938,  I  foun'  st’to  affairs  ospucially  serious, 

because  a  lar.^e  p:j;r4~ ..ah'int  naif— of  the  fapanaso  leases  for 
fisheries  lots,  ’.nc'.r’a-  *  tl’.osc’  oporacal  ondor  lon-r-term 
contracLd.  ’-.'ere  iocuc  fco"eAplr-  to-rth-r,  an-i.  the  Soviet  Govarn- 
mont  evidcn-  .'.-  no  Int  artirn  do  conclude  tho  annual  agreement, 
as  the  Janaiaj.o.  d'”*  1  tfiod.  Tr  -equirod  much  patience 

and  lonr-*di  a  i-ouc  ne^or- 1  ttior.e  to  s  ttlo  the  matter- -for  tho 
first  time  in  the  cjur:.-.  .  1'  ♦'ho  f ioher  los  quostiens  the  now 
’’■ear  cammencoc'  •"i  th  no  .afreement  .-r  -o’  sort  In  offcK;t--and 
the  mattor  boca.io  s-  aoii'  -''  lint  foi  a  time  It  oven  thraatonc 
to  brine  about  a  ruptur  3  '■<€  diplomatic  eolations  botween  tho 
tv.'o  countries.  Flnali  n  he-.v'v.r,  ovr  lab-rs  resulted  in. a 
settlament  in  Vprll  of  a:b.j  f.^llowinc-  year,  i?:9;  'but  as  a 
result  of  tho  work  -lone  then  the  ulition  of  the  annual 

modus  vivondl  in  suheoqujnt  aar.s  -.vas  uoslsr  fer  me  and  my 
successors.  In  1959,  f-r  oxamplo,  after  tho  Nomonhan  sottlo- 
ment,  wo  commenced  the  nuyotiatio-.  lor  an  aurooment  for  19UO 
in  tho  middle  of  Novoinoir,  '.nd  h.rl  reacher  orTr-aemont  and  v/oro 
able  to  initial  tho  doeument,  -«ftu’-  a  last  “il-nlght  sosslon, 
by  8  o'cl-’ck  on  N  nc  '/car's  mei-ning,  ]91i0--a  da;-  which  Commissar 
Molotov  and  1.  v-ith  ov.:*  et-’fs,  greeted  In  the  Kremlin  in  tho 
most  fri  andiy*  a'trr.'’srh3,'’o  v/ith  tcasts  dcunlc  in  champagne. 


15w  The  Nc..nc.rJ. '-.n  Incident,  v.-^-lch  b.’-nka  out  in  May  1939» 
is  charged  to  mo  as  c  '•  Ima  i-'/eliifiD  tho  U  2  S  H  conspired  for 
by  mo.  ""it  Is  nrob;:.biy  Muporflucu-  i.-  lay  thac,  being  in  Moscow 
when  the  incident,  occjicivd,  *■  flr.st  kn  w  -ibcut'  it  only  by  tho 
Soviet  protests  and  by  c.-blenr- .rs  Trsm  the  Foreign  Ministry, 
and  that  I  had  nev.-r  diecussod  it  er  any  nth  )r  conspiracy 
against  the  Soviet  Union  n-ith  any  person  whomsoever.  The  do- 
tails  of  the  negotiations  for  sottlonent  of  the  Nomonhan  Incldon'< 
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hwj  b.-on  tjstlfljci  to  by  th.  witness  Oti  (Exhibit  No.  2659)# 

:vn:’  I  thorof  ^^rj  r^Tnin  from  ropjitlnr:  th-iri  h.^ro.  I  nipht  idd 
tbTt  v.'h^n  thj  s.:ttljmjnt  vns  irrivjd  Tt  botwjjn  P’orai^i^n 
Commies  nr  -olotov  ind  mo  (Exhibit  No.  76?)  thoro  ’vns  nono  who 
suyrjjstj'-’  tint  I  hod  conspirod  to  v/or^o  i  'var  of  o.'Tci’jssion 
o^^lnst  tlum  or  thot  my  position  or  conduct  throughout  tho 
affilr  wjro  oths^r  thon  ttoso  of  ony  dlploitnt  nonotlotinr  to 
sottlo  0  probljrn  v’hlch  hod  orison  botvoun  tv/o  frovernmints — In 
foct  roroi-''n  Commissor  Molotov  soid  ot  tho  timo  v.’o  oi^raod 
upon* tho  sjttlomont  th\t  it  wos  on  ou^ury  of  bottor  rolotions 
botroon  our  countri.'s.  \s  0  result  of  tho  Nomonhon  sottlomant, 
port  of  ^nothor  itam  of  my  1953  plon  for  rtusso- Joponasa  ro- 
lotlonE--tho  danurcotion  of  &oviot-‘>‘Onr:oll on  boundaries  v;lth 
Monchoukuo--como  about.  This  point  havln?  olraady  boan  fully 
tostlfiod  to  by  the  witness  (3ta,  I  shall  not  rafar  fvirthor  to 
it  hora. 

16.  vt  this  sta.*)  '*C  relations  botv’oon  the  two  countrlo: 

I  fait  It  opportune  to  uniartalca  the  nar.otlation  of  tho  non- 
i,o;Gro3sion  pact  which  I  h  \d  Ion-'  desired.  My  motive  was 
nothlnr:  moro  rocon'Uta  than  to  sacilro  for  both  countries  tho 
obvious  banaflt  In  the  wiy  of  improved  Soviet- Japanaso  rela¬ 
tions  to  bo  derived  from  tloj  conclusion  of  such  a  pact.  I  hod 
certainly  no  idea  of  ancouraGlnG  Japan  to  undertake  southward 
expansion — a  policy  which  1  was  always  opposed  to  as  sure  to 
cause  conflicts  with  Britain  and  the  Netherlands,  and  probably, 

In  the  end,  v/lth  tho  United  States  as  well;  and  therefore  I 
hod  no  such  intention  as  that  which  the  prosecution  has  imputed 
to  me  of  "makln.^  a  frlond  of  the  enemy  in  tho  north"  in  order 
to  focllltato  a  southward  advance.  My  motlvos  in  undertaklns 
to  conclude  a  non-afTfresslon  pact  were  Just  as  I  had  expressed 
them  in  my  written  opinion  on  the  subject  submitted  to  tho 
Poreivn  Minister  in  1935.  CHth  the  Soviet  prcjposal  for  a 
non-ic*r,r jsslon  pact  made  in  December  1951#  '^nd  declined  as 
premature  in  January  1955  Lxhiblts  ^'*os.  74U“7J-'-7  1  bad  nothing 

to  do,  arriving  in  Japan  fr->m  Germany  only  on  28  January  1935 
and  taking  office  as  Bureau  Director  in  ‘"arch.)  The  commence¬ 
ment  of  such  negotiations,  hov/evor,  even  in  1939  was  not  easy, 
and  required  repeated  telep.rams  and  the  dispatching  to  Tokyo 

of  a  member  of  my  staff,  as  has  been  testified  to.  \ftor  at 
length  obtaining  authority  from  the  Japanese  Government,  I 
commenced  such  negotiations.  These  resulted  in  general  agree¬ 
ment  between  Commissar  “lolotov  and  me  for  conclusion  of  a 
neutrality  pact,  which  had  been  put  into  draft  form,  and  only 
the  Russian  desire  concurrently  to  liquidate  some  of  tho  con¬ 
cessions  in  North  Sakhalin  prevented  conclusion  of  the  agroumei 
Tlaon  suddenly,  In  ‘October  19^0#  1  was  compellsd  to  return  to 
Japan,  loavlnr  the  negotiations  uncompleted.  \t  the  time  I 
received  the  instructions  for  my  return  to  Japan  I  received 
also  specific  directions  to  cease  negotl ■^tions  on  the  neutrality 
pact.  Keverthel jSS ,  when  a  neutrality  pact  "ns  concluded  be¬ 
tween  Japan  and  th^  U.S  S  li  in  ipril  19ul--by  which  timo  I  was 
thus  able  to  see  the  realizatibn  of  the  three  basic  points 
which  I  had  set  out,  in  1953>  essential  for  the  rationali¬ 
zation  of  Soviet- Japanese  relations  —  it  v/as  of  contents  almost 
identical  with  those  of  the  preliminary  agreement  reached  be¬ 
tween  Commissar  Molotov  and  (Exhibit  ^’*0.  1;5  and  Defense 
Document  No.  2918). 

17.  The  prosecution  seems  to  place  great  relianco  on  v/hat 
tli-y  contend  to  bo  the  fact  that  whjn  Forei  ,n  i'*lnister  i-.atsuoka 
carried  out  his  "purer."  of  th..  dipeematic  service,  recalling 
and  dismissing  all  ambassadors  and  ministers  conslderod  insuf¬ 
ficiently  ardent  toward  Ms  Vxls-alignment  policy,  I  was  left 
undisturbed  In  my  position  in  Moscow  ( 2l|  September  19^6,  Record 
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p.  6,270,  51  ‘Jinuiry  -‘Jcard,  p.  16,9^5)*  such  is 

not  tho  f^ct,  but  Is  orror  .  rowlnr.':  from  in  incomploto  par- 
sonnul  rjcord,  his  boon  issort  jd  by  r.jy  counsjl  bafora  tho 
Tribunil  (29  Saptwmb3r  I9J16,  *ijcord,  p.  6,56^,  whon  tha 
prosjcutar  undartook  to  invostlpita  ind  raport),  -ind  Is  proved 
by  Daf  jnso  u-ocutnant  Ni.  12G0,  from  v.-hlch  It  appears  that  I  was 
recalled  on  29  ^ur,ust  I9I1.O,  and  actually  arrived  In  Tokyo  on 
5  ^'^ovember.  This  is  perhaps  the  most  convenient  place  to 
rive  tha  sequel.  Upon  my  return  to  Tokyo  i‘’or3lo:n  Minister 
f'‘atsuoka  intimated  that  my  reslcination  would  be  acceptable, 
several  times  mentioning'  the  matter  personally  or  by  sending 
the  Vice-Minister  or  the  Chief  of  the  Personnel  Section  with 
the  same  su.T.T'^stion.  I  was  quite  obstinate  in  my  refusal  to 
r.si^n,  and  told  the  Forel 'n  Minister  that  his  demand  that 
diplomats  r^siffn  simply  because  they  wero  opposed  to  his 
policy  or  estranyjd  from  him  was  entirely  unjustified;  I 
warned  him  also  of  the  consequences  of  dismissal  of  many  ex¬ 
perienced  diplomats  at  one  timo.  On  each  occasion  that  my 
r^sl^Ti-atlon  was  request  jd,  I  Rave  the  same  answer:  ’’If  you 
want  to  dismiss  mo,  ro  ahead;  but  I  will  not  tender  my  re- 
sirrnatlon  voluntarily,  for  that  would  mean  my  approval  of 
your  policy’’.  No  further  steps  v/oro  taken  b^'  Mr.  **-atsuoka; 
my  succossor,  Ujneral  Tatekawa,  replaced  me  in  Moscow  (Defense 
Document  No,  1281),  and  I  hold  tho  nominal  position  of  \mbas- 
sador,  while  In  actuality  I  lived  in  retirement  and  had 
nothln{T  to  do  with  the  activities  of  tho  Porelgn  Ministry  for 
the  year  following  my  return  to  Japan,  until  I  became  horeign 
Minister  in  October  19Ul*  Diirlng  that  year  I  received  no 
information  roe^'andlnr  the  development  of  Japanoso  diplomacy, 
and  had  no  concrete  knov/lodgo  concerning  it. 


Ill 

German  itelatlons 


18.  I  have  never  been  a  specialist  in  Gorman  affairs, 
th-.u-’h  I  have  served  in  tho  Japanese  Embassy  in  Germany  three  1 

times  —  as  Second  Secretary,  Councillor  and  \mbassador.  My 
first  impressions  of  'Germany,  whan  I  was  dispatched  thoro  in  I 

\pril  1919  under  orders  to  examine  the  post-war  condition  of 
the  country  and  to  report  on  the  Gorman  attitude  toward  the  ,  I 

peace  treaty',  wore  such  as  to  impress  upon  me  tho  horrors  end 
miseries  of  war.  My  basic  policy’  toward  Germany  in  later  years 
was,  as  it  had  been  set  forth  In  my  report  to  Count  Uchlda,  1 

not  one  of  positive  cooperation.  \fter  the  Nazis  came  to  pov/or, 

I  was  not  only  antipathetic  to  their  dictatorial  and  totall-  j 

tarlan  politics  but  was  skeptical  of  tho  v'ldospread  admiration  ' 

of  the  strength  of  Nqzl  Germany,  havln,",  spent  consldorablo 
time  in  Gjrmany  and  known  the  situation  thore. 

I 

19 •  first  connection  v'ith  German  affairs  material  her 

was,  however,  when  tho  ^nti-Gomintern  lact  v/as  negotiated 
during  my  service  as  Director  of  the  .-uropean- ^sl atic  Bureau 
of  tho  foreign  i»‘lnlatry.  The  prosecution  allege  that  I  had  a 
“close  connection"  v.-lth  the  'ntl-Conlntorn  Pact.  Of  course  I 
had  a  close  connection  '’.It!  it,  as  director  of  the  foreign 
i*‘lni3try  bureau  which  had  charge  01“  the  negotiations  concern¬ 
ing  the  subject  from  the  t^rne  that  it  came  to  the  Foreign 
Ministry.  The  nature  and  extent  of  my  connection,  as  bureau 
director,  with  tl^is  pact  recair-s  stme  explanation  if  the  true 
facts  aro  to  b;  und . ir stood. 
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20.  Tl"j  history  of  tho  Antl-Comlntorn  Poet,  so  f'^r  os  it 
concornod  no  or  thi)  Poroi.-n  Ministry,  comrnoncos  at  about ^tho 
borinnlnR  of  .  obruary  195&,  -vith  a  roport  from  tho  Chargo 
d'\ffairos  In  Berlin,  Councillor  Inouo  that  elnco  tho  provioue 
voir  conversations  had  boon  in  progross  in  Berlin  batwoon  the 
!^-;rman  side  and  tho  military  attache  to  our  Embassy  with  a 

betwoon  Garmany  and  Japan 
^3on  receipt  of  this  information 
and  the  General  Staff  officers 
concornod  for  information  about  it;  shortly  afterward 
Lieutenant-Colonel  "akamatsu  Informed  us  of  his  general  impres¬ 
sions  of  conditions  in  Germany,  from  v/here  he  had  Just  roturnd-" 
but  not  about  the  details  of  the  conversations. 


viciv;  to  a  defensive  alliance 
(Exhibits  ^<03.  1^77  478). 

I  requested  the  "'Var  fJlnistry 


21,  Jhlle  the  F'orolgn  Ministry  was  studying  the  matter, 

Mr.  vrlta  returned  from  China  and  became  Foreign  Minister. 
\t*that  time  the  Japanese  -unbassaJor  to  Germany,  Viscount 
Mu«hakoJl,  was  in  Tokyo  on  leave,  and  tho  Foreign  Minister  had 
a  conversation  with  him  in  which  he  gave  him  oral  Instructions 
to  tho  effect  that  since  it  seemed  to  be  necessary  to  make  a 
r'olltlcal  agroement  of  some  kind  with  Germany,  ho  should  make 
a  study  of  the  matter  upon  his  return  to  Berlin.  Formal  in¬ 
structions  to  the  same  effect  were  sent  to  him  around  tho 
time  of  his  arrival  there.  \mbassador  Mushakojl  after  return-- 
Ing  to  his  post  reported  a  Gorman  proposal  for  an  agreement 
which  was  basically  tho  \ntl-Comlntern  Pact,  but  contained 
many  objectionable  features.  I  had  opposed  from  the  outset 
the  idea  of  a  pact  based  on  Nazi  ideological  grounds,  and  so 
stated  to  Foreign  Minlstor  irlta.  Being  merely  a  bureau 
dir-ctor,  I  naturally  had  no  voice  in  the  decision  of  the 
uollcy-- although  a  bureau  director  can  submit  his  opinion  to 
his  superiors,  in  the  end  he  only  carries  into  effect  the 
policies  decided  and  dictated  by  the  Government  and  the  Foreign 
Minister.  I  did  on  this  occasion,  however,  endeavor  to  per¬ 
suade  my  superiors  as  well  is  the  military  authorities  con¬ 
cerned  of  the  desirability  of  making  the  proposed  Japanese- 
aproonijnt  3S  v/o/ik  possible#  in  othor  v/ords,  I 
argued  that  it  should  be  limited  strictly  to  tho  bare  minimum 
of  ’"'hat  had  been  determined  as  the  national  policy  to  be 
Japan's  needs;  and  particularly  that  the  matter  should  be  so 
managed,  and  the  treaty  so  framad,  that  it  should  not  In¬ 
juriously  affect  our  relations  with  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  with  the  USSR,  unnecessarily.  in  this 
ondeavor  I  was  successful  in  several  points.  Tlae  policy  on 
this  question  prosjnt*3d  hjru  ^s  *^hlblt  No#  3267  wss  dr^wn  by 
the  -uropoan- Asiatic  Bureau,  and  my  intention  is  to  a  certain 
extent  represented  in  it  and  tho  aforementioned  points  are  to 
be  seen  in  it. 


22.  Jne  of  my  chief  reasons  for  insistence  on  revision 
of  the'draft  pact  which  had  come  to  us  from  the  German  Govern¬ 
ment  was  to  tho  oropagandls tic  tone  which  permeated  it.  The 
preamble  particularly,  which  originally  road  like  a  Nazi 
manifesto,  was  groatly  changed  while  the  document  v/as  in  the 
hands  of  tho  i^uropean-Aslatlc  Bureau,  which  changes  were 
eventually  agreed  to  by  the  Japanese  military  authorities  and 
by  the  German  side,  with  tho  result  of  the  form  as  it  finally 
stands  (Exhibit  No,  36).  Th.j  text  of  tho  pact,  moreover,  was 
rewritten  to  limit  the  coepj'^'^tion  between  the  two  nations  to 
the  exchange  of  iiif orma uio-i  o.^.a*  'rnlng  the  destructive  acti¬ 
vities  of  the  Irt  1:  •'1  countor-moasiores  to  bo 

taken  against  thoir.  Tre  i.r...  ‘ha  pact  was  reduced  from  ten 
to  five  years.  -i  alao  r amoved  such  provisions  as  that  for^ 
meetings  of  the  Foreign  iXin.’  etjrs  and  other  high  officials*  of 
tho  contracting  nations.  I  tr.us  succeeded  in  making  tho  Pact 
more  businesslike, 
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25.  \bovj  ill,  I  5tr''n'’ly  issjrter’  thit  thi  sjcr.t  if'roj- 
niont  ittacho’  to  thj  Pact  (Exhibit  N5.  IiSO)  shouH  bj  if 
strictly  c'jfjnsii'O  mtur^,  an’  I  Insists!  :»n  chan'-js  ta  that 
offjct.  Tho  first  article-  of  thj  socrot  anro-rncnt  orlr'lnally 
proviso’  that  it  "'aul:’.  bacomo  offwCtlvo  "shaull  ono  of  the  Hir;h 
C-'ntractln.'l  Stat-s  bocono  th^  objjct  if  an  attack  ^r  a  throat 
of  attack”  by  tho  USSR;  this  was  aman’od,  at  my  insistence 
to  limit  its  operation  to  tho  case  of  unjustlfiod  attack,  to 
rooJ.  "should  ono  of  tho  Hl^h  Contractln,^  States  bocono  tho 
object  of  an  unprovoked  attack  or  an  unprovoked  throat  of 
attack".  In  connection  with  \rtlclo  2,  also,  I  succeeded  in 
socurin/'  Gorman  afcrsoment  to  a  list  of  exceptions  from  tho 
roquiremont  of  mutual  approval  of  tho  contracting:  of  political 
a,':rooments  v/lth  tho  USSR,  with  tho  intention  of  leaving 
Japan  freer  of  Gorman  meddlinp  in  our  rolatlons  vis-a-vis  the 
Soviet  Union  than  v.’oull  have  been  the  case  under  tho  provision 
of  tho  Pact  takln,'^  its  lanjr'uai'o  at  face  value  (Exhibit  No,  l;80), 

2)+.  It  was  my  feelln;'  also  that  since  Japan  haJ,  dosplto 
v/hat  soomod  to  mo  tho  danr:ors  jf  such  a  liaison,  determined 
upon  the  national  policy  of  enterinr;  into  tho  \ntl-Comlntorn 
Pact  with  Germany,  it  v/as  ossontial  to  koop  the  forolgn  policy 
of  our  nation  on  a  rational  and  balanced  basis  that  efforts  bo 
made  to  maintain  a  close  relationship  with  the  democratic  powors-- 
ospoclally  iLn^land.  H  is  stand  af  mine  can  readily  be  compre¬ 
hended  from  my  1953  rep  art  —  especially  in  that  the  report  put 
emphasis  on  the  ..rltlsh  ?olicy--but  the  latter  part  of  Exhibit 
No.  5267  will  further  clarify  it  as  of  July  1936,  at  which  time 
I  presented  to  a  conference  held  betv/oen  Foreign  Ministry  and 
'•rmy  officials  a  policy  for  manaclnc  the  matter.  The  revisions 
in  tho  Pact  were  agreed  to  by  the  Vrmy  officials.  But  at  the 
same  time  I  presented  t-^  the  Army  officials  my  views  of  tho 
necessity  of  concurrently  undertaking  no.^otiatlons  for  an 
entente  cordiale  v/lth  Groat  Britain.  V.'ar  Minister  Terauchl 
became  angry  at  this  suggestion,  and  it  was  only  after  making 
groat  efforts  to  persuade  him  that  I  obtained  his  agroomont  to 
undertaking  negotiations  toward  the  rapprochement  with  England. 

The  general  outline  of  "'hat  I  had  in  mlml,  modollod  on  the 
familiar  treaties  of  consultation,  is  shown  by  the  memorandum 
prepared  at  the  time  (Exhibit  5267).  While  time  was  consumed 
in  working  on  China  affairs  relate!  to  the  negotiations  v/ith 
Britain,  tho  Hirota  Cabinet  fell.  Even  after  the  fall  of  tho 
Hlrota  Cabinet  I  continued  ny  efforts  to  obtain  agreement 
within  tho  Forel'^n  Ministry  and  to  persuade  the  military 
authorities  to  start  th-  negotiations  with  the  British  Govern¬ 
ment  with  a  view  to  establishing  closer  relations,  \fter  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  Konoo  Cabinet  I  recuested  of  Foreign  Minister  Hirota 
that  my  appointment  to  an  ambassadorship  be  postponed  still 
further  to  enable  me  to  v/ork  on  the  problem.  Eventually  an 
agreement  was  reached  amore.;  the  ministries  concerned,  and  an 
instruction  was  sent  to  the  .ambassador  at  London  to  commence 
negotiations;  but  at  this  point,  when  negotiations  wore  about 
to  be  initiated,  th^  China  affair  broke  out,  in  July  1957 

about  the  InJeflnlte  postponement  of  the  Vnglo— Japanese 
pact  question.  My  appointment  in  October  following  as  Vmbassador 
to  Germany  forced  mo  to  rive  up  my  design  of  bringing  about 
closer  \nglo- Japanese  rjlations, 

25*  The  prosecution  seems  inclined  to  make  much  of  my 
attonaanco  at  meetings  of  the  Privy  Council  and  its  committee  at 
which  the  Intl-Comlntern  Pact  was  considered.  Tho  resnonslbll it-* 
for  the  management  of  this  matter  relative  to  the  Privy  Council 
was  Joint,  share!  by  the  Ti’^aty  Bureau  and  the  European-Asiatl# 
Bureau,  and  in  this  case  the  liractor  of  the  Treaty  Bureau  ‘ 
undertook  the  explanations;  I  made  none.  In  any  event,  a 
bureau  director  in  atton’ance  on  such  occasions  has  in  no  v/ay 
any  part  in  the  debates  nor  in  the  vote  anl  decision. 
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In  fict,  tho  rocorcl  shtf's  thjt  axpl-imtlon  of  thj  \nti-CotTiintjr 
Poet  to  tMs  Privy  Council  Commlttoo  wis  mode  by  the  Pr.imlor 
on’  tho  I'o.  iif'n  i-inist^r;  I  ,nido  no  oxplonntion,  soli  nothlnn, 
nor  ’Id  I  spjok  it  iny  inwJtin'  of  the  coiaTiittoo  or  of  tho  full 
I-rivy  Council  which  tr-atjd  ■'f  tho  mottor. 

26.  IT  3  \nti-Conintorn  P5ct  wos  sl-nood  by  Germany  and 
Japon  In  Berlin  in  November  1956.  Italy  was  not  an  orlr.inal 
si;*natory  of  tho  \ntl-Comlntern  i  ^ct,  coming  in  only  in 

Nov jmbor' 1957--and  v.'as  novor  a  party  to  the  secret  protocol, 
vlthou  h  thj  prosecution  have  donomlmted  me  one  of  those 
"most  instrumental  in  the  roilizatlon  of  .  .  .Jopanoso- 
Itallan  collaboration",  the  negotiations  which  brought  Italy 
into  thj  fact  were  c.\rri'<»i  ai  entirely  In  Luropo  and  I  took 
no  part  in  the  conduct  of  them.  I  was  no  lonrjer  handling  the 
affalrs  of  the  *-xar  opean-.»siatic  Bur  mu  (and  was  in  fact  absont 
from  Tokyo)  v/hon  Italy's  adhesion  to  the  Anti-Comintern  Pact 
was  decldod  upon  and  took  place;  for  in  Septombor  1957  wy 
appointment  to  the  Gorman  ambassadorship  had  already  been  in¬ 
formally  decided  upon,  and  th  .  business  of  my  bureau  under¬ 
taken  by  my  successor,  Cotuacillor  Inouo.  On  10  October  I 
had  loft  Tokyo  for  a  trio  of  investigation  in  Kanchoukuo 
(Defense  Doclunent  No.  2C56),  'and  I  had  nothinr;  to  do  with 
Italy's  adhesion  to  the  Fact, 

27.  The  circumstances  of  my  desimation  as  Imbassador  to 

Germany  have  already  been  mentioned.  Hy  appointment  was  dated 
27  October;  I  left  Tokyo  on  21;.  November  and  arrived  at  Berlin 
one  month  later,  on  Christmas  Bve  of  1957*  ^^t  that  time, 

Japan  had  boon  attempt inj^  to  selva  tho  China  Affair  throufda 
the  good  offices  of  Germany,  but  the  position  of  the  German 
Government  was  extramely  equivocal.  Professing  concern  with 
strancthenlng  friendly  relations  betwoan  the  two  countries, 

at  the  same  time  she  had  for  many  yaars  had  her  military  ad¬ 
visers  in  China,  a  great  deal  of  arms  and  ammunition  were  sold 
to  China,  and  it  was  evan  said  that  many  German  officers  ware 
training  the  Chlnasa  army  and  directing  the  construction  of 
military  works,  and  ware  accordingly  actually  engaged  in  war 
against  Japan,  helping  tho  Chinese.  Por  that  reason  the  stop¬ 
page  of  German  aid  to  China  was  regarded  by  tho  Japanese 
Governmant  as  most  important  and  my  instructions  from  Poreigr 
Minister  Hlrota  on  the  occasion  of  my  departure  for  Germany 
were  to  endeavor  to  effectuate  the  recall  of  tho  military 
mission  and  the  stopping  of  tho  shipment  of  arms.  My  approach 
to  tha  German  officials  on  this  subject  was,  as  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  amphaslze,  made  in  my  character  as  Ambassador; 

I  did  not  make  policy,  but  merely  carried  it  out  in  accordance 
with  my  instructions,  by  which  tho  ambassador's  field  of  action 
is  inescapably  bounded.  My  own  opinion  of  the  China  Affair 
will  bo  mentioned  in  the  appropriate  place. 

28.  The  prosecution  have  attempted  to  make  much  of  my 
talk  with  Foreign  Minister  von  Naurath  of  10  January  1938 
(Sxhiblt  Ho.  U86-D)  as  proof  of  collaboration.  I  had  called 
on  hlm^^  as  his  memorandum  shows,  merely  to  tender  the  thanks 
of  my  Government  for  Garmany'a  efforts  by  way  of  mediation  be¬ 
tween  Japan  and  China  (v/lth  the  plan  for  mediation  I  had  nothin/ 
to  do,  ths  negotiation  having  been  conducted  In  Tokyo).  He 
brought  up  the  general  /Question  of  the  Ghlna  Incident.  It 
must  b3  borne  in  mind  that  tho  policy  of  the  Japanese  Govarn- 
ment  of  not  dealing  with  CTiing  Kai-shek  and  of  fighting  the 
incident  to  a  military  conclusion  v/as  Just  than  under  considera¬ 
tion  by  tha  Cabinet  and  had  bjan  substantially  decided  upon. 
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This  policy,  with  tho  formulition  of  which  I  h'id  no  connection, 
wes  published  to  the  world  on  16  January,  n  few  days  ofter  my 
converse tlon  v/lth  von  Neurith,  as  the  "^‘•onoe  Declaration" 

(Exhibit  No.  972-A).  I  had,  however,  had  advance  Information 
from  Tokyo  of  the  imminent  decision,  and  therefore  naturally 
took  it  into  account  in  stating  to  von  Neurath  tho  policy  of 
the  Japanese  Government. 

29.  Tho  problem  of  German- Japanese  oconomic  cooperation 
in  Germany  was  tho  chief  matter  which  occupied  mo  durln,"?  my  ; 

brief  service  in  Germany.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  necos-  I 

sary  for  me  to  say  much  concerning  my  part  in  those  nagotlatioi  ) 

for  tho  evidence  which  has  been  produced  to  the  Tribunal  seems  1 

to  tell  about  as  v/oll  as  it  can  be  told  the  story  of  tho  ab¬ 
sence  of  cooperation  not  only  botv/oon  tho  German  officials 
and  me,  but  iaetwoen  the  two  Governments  as  v/oll.  In  early 
1958  I  was  Instructed  by  tho  •■'’o reign  Ministry  to  commonco 
negotiations  with  the  Gorman  Government  for  conclusion  of  a 
trade  agreement  to  try  to  rectify  the  unfavorable  balance  which  ' 

Japan's  trade  v'ith  Germany  showed  under  the  arrangements  then 
in  effect.  Negotiations  started  botv/een  Commercial  \ttacho 
Shudo  and  the  V/llholmstrasso.  'ihen  in  May  195?  Porolgn 
Minister  Ribbentrop  commaanic atod  to  me  his  desire  to  make  an  1 

agreement  to  the  effect  that  Gormans  engaged  in  trade  in  North  ' 

China  should  bo  given  substantially  equal  treatment  in  condi¬ 
tions  of  trade  with  Japanese  traders.  On  receipt  of  this  pro¬ 
posal  I  flatly  declined  to  enter  into  any  negotiations  for  tho 
reason  that  I  was  not  authorized  to  do  so»  Long  before-- 
immedlately  upon  hibbontrop's  appointment  as  Foreign  Minister, 
in  February--!  had  had  occasion  to  toll  him  that  all  important 
political  and  economic  matters  involving  the  Governments  of 
Germany  and  Japan  should  be  transatted  exclusively  by  nego¬ 
tiations  between  tho  Foreign  Minister  and  the  Japanese 
Ambassador  or  with  their  approval,  hibbontrop  had  definitely 
replied  that  ho  willingly  agreed  to  this,  ^s  I  found  at  this 
May  meeting  that  Foreign  Minister  ^‘Ibbontrop  v/as  still,  des¬ 
pite  his  promise  to  me,  discussing  economic  problems  of  China 
with  others  than  the  Embassy  personnel  directly  concerned,  I 
mado  little  effort  to  conceal  my  dissatisfaction  with  his 
attitude.  From  about  this  time  the  discord  between  Ribbentrop 
and  mo  became  impossible  to  conceal. 

50.  Ribbentrop  tried  again,  after  some  delay,  to  opon 
negotiations  on  tho  tr ado-ln-Chlna  question.  This  time  ho 
handed  me  a  memorandum,  similar  to  tho  earlier  one,  but  with 
tho  substitution  of  "preferential"  for  "equal'*  treatmont  to 
bo  accorded  to  German  nationals.  This  being  tho  second  time 
that  the  German  Foreign  Klnlstor  had  proposed  it,  I  transmitted 
this  one  to  tho  foreign  Minister.  'Vlth  it,  howevor,  I  sent  my 
opinion  that  it  would  naturally  result  in  violation  of  existing 
treaty  obligations  ( I  had  in  mind  tho  Nlno-Powor  Treaty)  to 
grant  to  Germany  anything  other  than  most-f avored-natlon  treat¬ 
ment  in  China,  and  that  I  thoreforo  opposed  it. 

51.  I  received  from  Tokyo  in  response  to  my  roport  of 
Ribbentrop' s  proposal  instructions  (Exfiiblt  No.  2,228A) 
directing  me  to  offer  to  Germany  "tho  best  possible  preforonco" 
in  oconomic  matt>.rs  in  North  China,  and  to  promise  that 
Germany's  interests  v/ould  bo  given  preference  over  those  of 
any  third  country.  Nevert’.ie?  ass ,  being  doubtful  of  the  appro¬ 
priateness  of  such  measures,  I  tantatively  narrowed  down  the 
proposal  still  fxirther  before  prosenting  it,  in  the  form  of 
the  Pro  Momoria.  i:.xhibit  No.  591»  I  limited  its  terms  to 
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O-irrmin  '‘forclrin  trido".  and  offered,  Inetoad  of  "pr  f jrontlal" 
troatnont,  "benevolent'’  tr  . atmont ,  ,an  iltonothor  difforjnt 
thin£5  from  tho  profcronco  v/hlch  x^ibbontrop  hid  in  mind,  ind 
substontiilly  oquivilont  to  tha  most-f ivorod-nition  treatment 
embodied  in  numerous  axistinp  intornati onil  commorcial  igreo- 
ments.  \s  Ribbentrop  himself  states  In  his  memorandum  of  our 
conversation  (Exhibit  No,  592),  ha  consider  ad  my  formula  un¬ 
satisfactory.  Negotiations  continued  without  showing  any 
progress,  but  my  connection  with  them  was  cut  short  by  my  being 
ordorod,  on  I5  Octobar,  to  leave  Berlin  for  hoscow  as  Ambas¬ 
sador  to  tho  USSR,  This  story  I  shall  now  tell, 

52,  I  had  gradually  bacomo  unpopular  v-ith  i'lbbentrop  and 
the  other  Gorman  Nazi  lead^rs^  the  raisons  being  my  disliko 
of  Nazllsm  and  its  croedycHmS^to  their  knowledrre  soon  enough; 
and  doubtless  my  lick  of  sympathy  for  the  \ntl-Comlntern  Pact 
likowiso  had  bacomo  known.  I  was  of  course  always  solicitous 
for  tho  bottarraont  of  Japan's  relations  v/ith  all  powers,  not 
oxcluding  Gorminy;  but  my  greatest  efforts  hid  alv/ays  bean 
dlroctod  toward  Improvamont  of  relations  with  tho  United 
States,  Britain  and  the  Soviet  Union,  and  I  always  objectad 
to  any  rapprochement  with  Oormany  at  the  oxpensa  of  those  para¬ 
mount  interests,  ‘'rom  my  knowledgo  of  tho  strength  of  Germany 
gained  during  long  residence  there,  I  did  not  boliova  that 
Japan’s  future  lay  in  alliance  with  Naziism  and  Fascism. 

55*-  Beginning  early  in  my  tenure  in  Berlin,  liilitiry 
Attache  Oshima  was  negotiating  with  Foreign  Minister  Ribbentrop 
for  tho  "strengthening  of.the  Anti-Comintern  Pact",  Those 
negotiations,  as  General  Oshima  has  himself  testified  (Exhibit 
No.  1+97)/  v/oro  without  my  approval  or  participation — v/hlch  is 
made  clear  also  by  tho  Rldo  Diary  (Exhibit  No,  2262),  The 
negotiations  wore  again  in  violation  of  Ribbentrop 's  issuranco 
to  mo  that  ho  would  deal  only  v/ith  tha  Ambassador  in  connection 
with  Important  political  and  economic  matters.  Tha  vary  good 
reason  for  my  being  ignored  in  this  mattor  was  my  known  strong 
opposition  to  any  projsct  of  tho  sort.  Europe  was  now  in  a 
state  of  Incraasin^  tension,  and  the  danger  was  clearly  ap¬ 
parent  that  •^apan  would,  if  tied  by  alliance  to  Garmany,  be 
involved  in  an  imminent  war.  I  emphasized  to  the  Forolgn 
Minister  tha  danger  to  which  a  Japanase-German- Italian  alliance 
would  expose  Japan,  ■‘^he  ralnf orcament  of  tha  \nti-Comlntorn 
Pact  meant  a  threa-powor  alliance.  At  last  Ribbentrop  presented 
to  Ganaral  Oshima  a  draft  of  an  agroamant,  which  was  sent  on 
to  Tokyo  by  Major-General  Kasahara  as  a  covirlor,  and  only  thus 
became  known  to  the  Foreign  Minister  (Exhibit  No.  I1.97).  Having 
been  informed  of  this  fact,  I  cabled  to  tho  foreign  Minlstar 
registering  my  opposition  to  the  project  as  one  v/hlch  was 
most  undesirable  and  should  be  forestalled  promptly  for  tho 
reason  that  a  tripartita  allianca  would  not,  as  its  supporters 
argued,  contribute  to  tha  solution  of  tha  China  Affair,  but 
rather  v/ould  involve  Japan  in  in  imminent  war  in  Europe;  but 
tho  Foreign  Minister  notified  mo  that  the  decision  had  boon 
made  by  a  conference, of  five  ministers  to  have  tho  Military 
Attache  formally  maicc,  a  proposal  with  a  view  to  proceeding 
with  negotiations  on  the  '^■jrman  proposal,  I  answered  with  my 
objections  to  a  tripartite  pact,  pointing  out  tho  difficulties 
in  and  disadvantages  of  cooperation  with  such  a  dictator  as 
Hitler.  The  result  of  ray  sending  this  cablogram  was  that  I 
rocolvod  shortly  afterward  a  request  from  tho  Foreign  Minister 
to  assent  to  my  transfer  to  tho  post  of  \mbbassador  to  tho 
USSR. 
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5l|.  Wy  position  w  is  thjn  somov/hat  pjculi^r.  Tha  Moscow 
post  hid  Ion?  boan  my  imbltlon;  and  I  v-t?  cortiinly  not,  in 
the  uauil  sonsc,  1  succoss  in  Berlin.  J-t  v;is,  howovar,  obvious 
that  my  removal  from  Berlin  would  ficilltato  tha  roallzitlon 
of  the  courso  of  action  which  I  had  fairad  and  fought  ind  I 
fait  that  by  ramainlnr:  thara  I  mirht  bo  ibla  to  exert  soma 
restraint  upon  the  militarists,  ind  mlpht  avan  be  abla  to 
sibota?©  tho  mllitary-alliinco  scheme.  I  therefore  requested 
the  Foreign  Minister  to  leave  mo  in  Borlin  for  the  time  boin{^. 

\  second  and  more  peremptory  roquost  for  my  assent  came  the 
followlnj?  day,  to  which  I  could  only  submit.  I  was  anpolntod 
Ambassador  to  the  Soviet  Union  on  I5  October,  and  loft  Berlin 
for  Moscow  on  tho  27th. 

35.  My  transfer  to  Moscow  naturally  ended  my  connection 
with  Japanese-Gorman  affairs.  Tho  further  negotiations  and 
tha  conclusion  of  tho  Tripartita  \lllanco  Itself,  were  entirely 
outside  my  sphere,  I  h ad  occasion  only  once  to  have  oven  semi¬ 
official  connactlon  with  those  questions.  'This  was  whan  in 
February  1959»  some  time  af£or  my  transfer  t»  Moscow,  I  mot 
in^oarlin  with  Ambassadors  Oshima  and  Shiratorl  and  with  Kirlstar 
Ito,  who  had  been  sent  to  Berlin  to  convey  tha  opinion  of 
Tokyo  concerning  the  question.  I  had  rocolvad  a  telegram 
from  Ambassador  Oshima  saying  that  ho  was  raouostlng  Foreign 
Ministry  permission  to  call  a  meeting  in  Berlin,  on  the  occasion 
of  the  arrival  of  the  It5  mission,  of  all  Ambassadors  stationed 
in  ii-uropa;  but  as  transportation  to  Berlin  was  slow,  I  could 
not  wait  for  advice  from  Tokyo,  and  left  for  Berlin  to  attend 
tho  meeting  after  advising  tho  Foreign  Ministry,  Upon  my 
arrival  there  I  found  that  the  Ministry  had  disapproved  tha  ‘ 
conferanco,  and  I  therefore  merely  had  dinner  with  Ambassadors 
Oshima  and  Shiratorl  who  were  there,  and  later  called  on  Minister 
Ito,  v;ho  was  sick  in  his  hotel-room.  In  conversation  with  the 
two  Ambassadors  I  re^^jated  ray  fixed  views  in  opposition  to 
this  alliance,  and  I  urgad  Mr.  ItB  to  go  home  promptly  to  pre¬ 
vent  tho  conclusion  of  such  a  pact,  as  it  would  bring  disaster 
to  Japan. 

36.  Tho  prosecution  have  attempted  to  prove,  by  presen¬ 
tation  of  a  memorandum  of  Knoll  of  tho  Gorman  Foreign  Office 
of  a  conversation  in  June  l^Li-O  with  Ambassador  Kurusu,  that 
my  opinion  in  the  matter  of  German- Japanese  alliance  had  under¬ 
gone  a  change,  and  that  Ambassador  Kurusu  knew  of  ray  opinions. 

It  is  truo  that  I  did  once,  in  May  19140,  see  him  while  I  was 
Ambassador  in  Moscow  and  he  in  Berlin,  but  wo  did  not  discuss 
this  matter,  and  I  could  never  have  expressed  to  him  such  an 
opinion  as  Knoll  records,  for  I  did  not  hold  it.  A  perusal 

original  record  of  Knoll  shows,  beyond  any  question, 
that  Mr.  Kurusu  did  not  state  to  him  as  hie  opinion  or  mine 
tne  conclusion  which  the  prosecution  have  drawn. 

37*  The  Tripartite  Alliance  (Exhibit  No.  I43),  was  signed 

Moscow  as  Ambassador  (Defense  Document 
No.  1280),  and  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  As  the  Tribunal 
has  already  hoard.  It  was  signed  in  such  secrecy  that  a  very 
few  oven  In  the  Government  know  of  it  beforehand  (Exhibit  No. 
^|44A;.  or  convenience,  I  may  mention  hero  my  later  connec¬ 
tion  with  Japanese-German  matters.  The  Anti-Comintern  P-act 
was  renewed  and  extended  for  a  further  torm  of  flvo  years  on 
^  November  19]4l,  when  I  was  Foreign  Minister  (Exhibit  No.  Ii9S). 
Ihls  was  nothing  more  than  tho  continuance  of  the  policy  which 
had  been  in  effect  since  1936,  the  dato  of  the  original  pa#t 

Government  had  already  been  committed  to  it  by  Foreign 
Minister  Hatsuoka,  when  he  visited  Berlin  in  the  spring  of  I9U1 
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(Ex;;ibit  No.  269ii).  Koroover,  I  v/ts  succossful  'it  th  it  time  In 
obtoinlnJ^  thJ  iDrof3ation  of  tho  sccrot  protocol,  tho  pirt  of 
thj  PTct  most  likoly  to  oxacorbato  tho  sonsibllitlos  of  tho 
USSR.  Fui’thar,  in  19U5/  during  my  socond  torms  as  torol/jn  < 

Minister,  it  tho  tlmo  of  tho  formation  of  tho  Doonltz  rofimo 
in  G3rminy  thoro  was  opinion  in  somo  quarters  that  tho  \nti- 
Comintorn  Pact,  havinf'  other  sirinatorias,  should  not  ba 
torminatad.  4t  that  time  I  urp3d--and  ipain  my  view  prevailed — 
that  all  political  apraomants  with  Germany  bo  ibroR-atod,  tho 
inti-Comlntorn  Pact  included,  particularly  in  vlov;  of  tho 
necessity  of  not  givinp  offence  to  the  Soviet  Union,  as  v/oll  ^ 

as  tho  desirability,  v/hich  I  had  always  insisted  on,  of  dis¬ 
associating  our  foreign  policy  from  that  of  Nazi  ideology.  | 

This  was  done,  on  15  W'ly  19^1 5* 

5P,  iho  no-soparato-po ace  treaty  among  Japan,  Germany 
and  Italy  was  concluded  in  19^11#  when  I  w'ls  Korolgn  Minister  j 

(Exhibit  No.  51)  •  I'ho  treaty  v/as  concluded  on  11  Dacaraber,  1 

but  of  course  the  negotiations  for  it  hid  begun  beforo  the 
outbreak  of  v;ar  with  imorlca  and  Britain  (Exhibits  Nos.  60i'-607). 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  that  thoeo  negotiations  v/oro  under¬ 
taken  only  when  the  consummation  of  tho  Jap anese- \morlcan 
negotiations  had  como  bo  appoar  all  but  hopeless,  and  that  thoy 
v/oro  undertaken  only  as  a  precautionary  r.ioasvire  in  case  v/orso 
camo  to  worst  —  oil  of  ’  h.ich  will  bo  treated  of  more  fully  lator. 

\s  to  tho  Japanes  -Gjrman-Itallan  military  operational  agroo- 
ment  signed  on  1^  January  iqliP  (Exhibit  No.  u9l),  it  was 
plannod  and  concluded  jxclusivoly  among  tho  military  authorities 
of  tho  three  powers.  I  had  no  knowledge  of  its  conclusion  or 
contents  beforehand,  but  was  simply  notified  of  it  later  by  the 
High  Command,  and  then  only  of  tho  fact  that  operational  zones 
had  been  established;  the  Tribunal  doubtless  understands  that 
military  operations  plans,  such  as  this,  v/ore  not  confided 
t»  civilians,  no  matter  what  their  rank  or  position.  Lastly, 

I  am  charged  with  German- Japanese  collaboration  as  a  member 
of  the  throe-powor  committee  established  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Tripartite  Pact  (Exhibit  Wo.  127),  ITae  Fact  Itself 
provides  that  tho  Foreign  Ministers  of  the  contracting  pov/ors 
shall  be  ex  officio  members  of  such  committees  in  tho  respective 
countries,  and  it  was  as  Foreign  Minister  of  Japan,  not  as  an 
individual  of  any  particular  ideology  or  views,  that  I  bocame 
a  member.  The  Committee  had,  in  Jap  in  at  all  events,  only  a 
nominal  existence,  and  never  met  v'hllo  I  was  in  office. 


IV. 

British  and  imerican  Relations  and  the  Pacific  V/ar 


39.  Up  to  tho  time  of  becoming  Foreign  Minister  in  tho 
T5J5  Cabinet  I  had  had  little  direct  contact  with  American  and 
British  affairs.  It  is  true  that  tho  European- Asiatic  Bureau, 
of  which  I  hid  once  been  dir  ctor,  hid  to  do  with  British 
affairs  (and  the  predocessor  -European- American  Bureau  with 
American  affairs);  Jap  mesa- American  and  Japanose-Engllsh 

relations  of  those  days,  hov/ever,  mostly  related  to  problems 
of  Ghlna  and  Mancliurla,  and  in  consequence  wore  almost  entirely 
the  concern  of  the  East  Asiatic  Bureau,  which  had  to  do  with 
those  affairs.  But  of  course  a  Japanese  foreign  oollcy  could 
never  bo  conceived  to  ignore  relations  with  the  two  dominant 
powers,  and  having  served  ind  travelled  in  those  countries  and 
acquired  conslderaole  knovaedgo  of  their  conditions  and  the 
characteristics  of  their  people,  I  ken  lorig-confiidsrad  i ’oas  con- 
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corninc  Joponosc  rjlatlons  'vlth  Britain  ind  tho  Unltod  St.atos. 
The  specific  \jncrlcin  and  .;rltlsh  policy  which  I  had  set 
forth  In  my  1935  document  (Dof  .nso  Document  No.  lijo)  was, 
ov.-lnp  to  tho  greatly  chinrod  situation,  obsolot  jj  but  I  still 
had  confldonco  In  the  principles  which  had  Inspired  th-^t 
policy.  I  did  not  enter  the  T3J5  Cabinet  to  strive  for  domina¬ 
tion  of  the  world,  which  I  had  never  droamed  of,  nor  for  tho 
annihilation  of  America  and  Britain  nor  their  expulsion  from 
Last  Asia.  My  Intention  in  accoptlnp  the  ?oreln:n  portfolio 
was  to  work  for  Improved  relations  which  would  load  to  an  en¬ 
during  peace  with  thoso  countries,  and  to  settle  somehow  tho 
Interminable  China  Affair;  but  In  October  19l;l,  at  all  events 
tho  obvious  Immediate  policy  could  only  bo  to  avort  war.  * 

);0.  before  accept In.T  the  post  of  Forelpn  Minister  In  tho 
ToJ5  Cabinet,  I  had  In  effect  no  corroct  knowledge  of  the  pro- 
Rroas  of  the  Japanose-Amerlcan  negotlatlons--f or  although 
nominally  still  an  abmassador  in  active  service,  In  fact  I  had 
had  no  post  since  my  return  from  the  U  S  S  R  In  November  IQi^O 
and  was  In  all  but  name  living  in  retirement.  I  know  that  * 
negotiations  doElR:ned  to  effect  an  Improvement  In  relations 
with  the  United  States  md  Groat  Britain  had  baen  in  progress 
since  Ambassador  Nomura's  arrival  In  America,  and  from  Foreign 
Ministry  friends  I  occasionally  hoard  the  outlines  of  the 
subject-matter;  but  the  whole  subject  has  highly  secret 
(It  v/as  State  Seerjt”,  and  heavy  penalties  wore  Imposed  by 
law  for  revealing  such  Information  to  any  but  the  small  circle 
of  high  officials  entitled  to  access  to  It),  and  I  knew  and 
could  know  nothing  concrete  concornlng  It,  except  that  evi¬ 
dently  relations  v/ore  gradually  deteriorating,  a  process  v.’hlch 
if  unchecked  might  lead  Japan  into  a  disastrous  v/ar. 

r.  Howovar,  I  did  know  at  the  time  of  assuming  tho  post 

Of  I'orelgn  Minister  jnourh  of  Japaneso  diplomatic  and  Internal 
political  history  to  bo  fully  aware  of  the  impotence  of  the 
foreign  minister  of  Japan  even  within  the  field  of  foreign 
relations  which  was  outwardly  his  charge.  The  position  of 
the  foreign  minister  In  th-j  Japanese  system  differed  so 
radically.  In  both  theory  and  practice,  from  that  of  the 
equivalent  official  In  most  other  modern  nations  that  I  should 
like  to  emphasize  certain  facts  In  connection  with  tho  matter 
for  without  full  comprehension  of  this  question  my  position  * 
cannot  be  understood. 


I;2.  On  the  one  hand,  the  foreign  minister  is  not  solely 
charged,  even  within  the  cabinet  or  the  government  itself 
with  responsibility  for  the  conduct  of  foreign  affairs.  This 
Is  apparent  from  the  Constitution  Itself,  according  to  v/hlch 
the  ministers  are  collectively  responsible  to  tho  Throne 
(full  explanation  of  this  point  has  also  been  made  to  the 
Tribunal  by  former  Minister  of  Welfare  Okada  Tadahlko 

Record,  p.  17,752  and  former  Director  of  the  Legislative 
Bureau  Morlpma  TDefenao  Document  No.  29j;3].),Vlth  the  collective 

come  lie  corollary,  collective  management 
of  affairs;  but  subject  to  still  -another  growing  tendency  of 
recent  years.  In  every  country,  that  of  the  Promlor  to  assume 
more  and  more  power  ov^r  all  affairs  of  state.  Includlnr 
forolrn  affairs.  On  tha  other  hand,  It  has  to  be  noted  that 
In  the  government  itself  has  undergone  within  the  past, 

say,  f^l£toen  years  a  progr  ssive  v/oakenlnr  of  Its  power  vls- 
a-vls  the  High  Command  of  the  Army  and  the  Navy.  The  Tribunal 
Is  well  aware  of  the  Independence  which  by  virtue  of  long 
custom  and  the  Constitutional  provisions  was  enjoyed  by  the 
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Ki'h  Comm'’nd;  but  ••h'lb  I  wish  to  :fnphisizo  ospjcially  i? 
th  )  griduil,  somotiinjs  imporcaptiblo,  but  uncjisln/r  oncro^ch- 
nunt  by  tho  Hijh  ^omimnd  upon  tho  sphoro  of  action  of  tho 
(■'ovcjrnniont .  By  vlrtuo  of  tliu  assjrtion  that  such  mattors 
bore  directly  upon  their  special  concern  of  notional  dofonce, 
tlu  Hirh  Command  had  como  to  havo  the  pov.'or  even  in  time  of 
poice  to  force  iccoptonce  of  Its  proposals  In  matters  of 
budgets,  national  finance,  industry,  education  and  other  fields, 
as  '.veil  as  forel^rn  affairs.  The  Porolrrn  Minister,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  no  means  of  knowinf^  the  military  strenf'th  of  the 
country,  and  ovon  In  tho  field  of  forelprn  affairs  was  c.ulto 
povrorless  to  block  anj  moasuros  insisted  upon  by  tho  military. 

•ij.  In  the  atmosphere  of  war  of  tho  ton  ye.ars  since  the 
Manchuria  Incident  the  military  had  wielded  Incroasinp'ly 
strong  influence  ovor  forelTii;  affairs,  and  tho  area  within 
v/hlch  a  foreign  minister  could  influence  the  national  policy 
had  become  vary  much  circumscribed  Indeed.  \s  examples  of 
this  process,  most  of  which  are  already  familiar  to  tho 
Tribunal,  I  ml^ht  mention  the  following.  The  testimony  of 
Baron  Shldahara,  Forei^'n  minister  at  tho  time  of  tho  Manchuria 
Incident,  has  shov.-n  how  powerless  ho  w^s  to  influence  the  de¬ 
cision  of  the  high  national  policy  where  vnr  questions  were 
Involved.  After  tho  coramoncoment  of  tho  China  Incident  there 
was  an  increasingly  strong  opinion  in  military  circles  that 
the  Foreign  Ministry  should  bo  restricted  as  far  as  possible; 
at  that  time  occurred  tho  establishment  of  tho  K5aln  (China 
Affairs  Board),  ono  of  the  manifestations  of  the  design  to 
deprive  the  Foreign  Ministry  of  more  and  more  of  its  responsi¬ 
bility,  protest  against  the  creation  of  which  was  a  main  roason 
leading  Foreign  Minister  Ugakl  (himself  a  retired  full  general 
of  the  Army)  to  roslgn  his  office.  ILxamples  of  the  Foreign 
Minister’s  being  ignored  in  tho  taking  of  tho  most  serious 
decisions  affecting  the  national  policy  were  numerous  in  the 
period  loading  up  to  the  Pacific  V/ar.  Thus  (as  I  learned  for 
the  f.lrst  time  in  this  Tribunal)  in  tho  spring  of  19)1.1  mili¬ 
tary  currency  was  already  being  printed  for  use  in  a  possible 
war,  without  consultation  with  the  Foreign  Ministry,  notwith¬ 
standing  this  currency  was  to  be  used  in  foreign  countries, 
and  accordingly  mif'-ht  bo  expected  to  call  for  consultation  with 
the  Foreign  Ministry.  Again,  on  I7  October,  upon  the  occasion 
of  the  resignation  ef  the  third  IConoe  Cabinet,  tho  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Privy  Seal  called  in  the  outgoing  '.Var  and  Navy  Ministers  — 
but  not  the  Foreign  Mlnist.jr--urglng  them  to  a  review  of  the 
Imperial  Conference  d)cision  of  6  September  and  to  come  to 
agreement  between  Army  ’nd  Navy  on  a  basic  national  policy  for 
tho  most  serious  question  which  can  face  a  natlon--war  or 
peace  (S-xhlblt  No.  ll^ii). 

Mit  It  was  in  these  conditions  that  I  was  asked  by 
Premier-Designate  T3J5  on  17  October  19I4I  to  assume  the  post  of 
Foreign  Minister.  Knowing  tluse  things  very  well,  and  knowing 
that  It  was  the  strong  stand  of  tho  .army,  as  expressed  through 
Minister  of  ^/ar  TSJ5,  which  liad  directly  brought  about  tho  Swn- 
fall  of  Prince  Konoo’s  last  cabinet,  I  was  at  some  pains  to 
assure  that  as  Forei^'n  Minister  I  would  have  scope  for  action. 
Therefore  I  told  Ojner  ..  T3J5,  when  I  called  upon  him  at  his 
roquest  at  about  11:50  on  tho  night  of  17  October,  that  before 
coming  to  any  decision  whether  to  accept  tho  portfolio  I  must 
first  bo  Informed  of  the  situation  which  had  brought  about  the 
fall  of  the  preceding  cabinet.  After  hearing  his  explanation 
I  said  that  in  the  event  that  tho  Army’s  stand  v;is  to  be  un¬ 
compromising,  if  even  only  on  tho  question  of  tho  stationing  of 
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troops  In  Chino,  tho  n-j/^otlo tlons  would  to  o  cortolnty  jnd  in 
0  br^okdov/n.  Sinco  In  thit  coej  th  j  contlnuonco  of  nojrotiotlons 
would  ba  moonlnr;l3SS ,  I  sold  thit  If  th:.-  now  coblnat  wos  to  bo 
formod  on  thj  bosis  of  such  0  prospoct  I  should  hovo  to  rjjoct 
thj  profforod  portfolio  of  foroi^^n  .\ffoirs.  I  modo  it  qulto 
plain  that  I  would  n^rae  to  ontor  tha  cabinet  only  if  tho 
Army  consontod  to  mako  consldorablo  allowances  In  roviowlnr: 
the' question  of  troop-stationing,  and  as  v;oll  to  raoxamlno 
the  othor  questions  in  the  Japanese-Amerlcan  negotiations-- In 
short,  only  If  the  Army  genuinely  Intended  to  facilitate  the 
consummation  of  these  negotiations  on  a  rational  basis.  In 
response  to  ny  statement  of  my  position.  General  Toj5  assured 
mo  that  recons Idoratlon  of  the  various  questions  Involved  in 
tho  negotiations  Including  that  of  the  stationing  of  troops 
in  China,  might  be  undertaken.  On  this  assurance,  I  agreed  to 
accept  the  i^oreign.  Ministership,  ■  and  on  the  following  I8 

October  I9I4.I,  ths  Investiture,  ceremony  v;as  hold  and  tho  T5J5 
Cabinet  was  organised,  llaare  has  boon  some  mention  during 
this  trial  of  a  "clique"  centering  around  Gonoral  Tojo.  I  did 
not  and  do  not  know  whether  such  a  clique  existed;  but  in  this 
connoctlon  It  may  bo  worth-v/hile  for  me  to  state  tho  extent  of 
my  acquaintance  v'l'th  General  IToJo  and  some  of  the  othor  de¬ 
fendants.  So  far  as-  miirjbry  serves,  I  had  met  General  To  Jo, 
prior  to  17  October  151I  V'hen  he  called  mo  in  and  requested 
me  to  accept  the  portfolio  of  foreign  affairs,  tv/icoj  tho 
first  time  (though  ho  does  not  remember  this  and  I  am  vague 
concerning  the  details  of  time  and  place)  in  1955»  when  he 
v/os  chief  of  tho  Temporary  Investigation  3-jction  of  the  War 
Ministry;  and  again  in  Ksingking,  in  1957#  during  m^’-  visit 
of  inspection  to  I'ianchoukuo,  In  Hsingklng  we  met  only  with 
a  group  of  people,  never  tete-a-tote.  Wo  never  had  more  than 
this  bov/lng  acquaintance;  I  knev/  nothing,  boforo  entering 
his  C?»blnet,  of  his  personality  or  outlook  and  ho,  I  suppose, 
nothing  of  mine.  I  v/as  not  selected  as  Foreign  Minister  by 
reason  of  any  personal  relations  v/lth  the  Premier,  for  none 
existed,  but  (I  assume--!  never  knew  the  facts)  as  a  senior  of 
tho  Foreign  Ministry  eligible  in  tho  normal  course  for  the 
place.  Three  of  the  other  defendants  (Dohlhara,  Hashlmoto 
and  Hata)  I  met  for  the  first  time  when  we  were  confined  in 
Sugamo  Prison;  three  others  (Generals  Klmura,  Muto  and  Sato) 
after  I  became  Foreign  Minister.  The  rost  I  had  known  for 
varying  periods;  but  the  only  onv:.s  who  could  be  said  to  bo 
more  than  official  acquaintances  were  tho  defendants  Hlrota 
and  Shlgemltsu  of  the  Foreign  Ministry.  With  some  of  the 
others  I  had  had  occasion  to  come  into  more  or  loss  frequent 
official  contact.  General  Oshima  I  first  mot  in  Berlin,  whon 
I  v/as  appointed  Ambassador  and  found  him  there  as  Military 
Attache . 

14.5*  Concurrently  v/lth  the  Foreign  \f fairs  portfolio,  I 
took  over  that  of  Overseas  Affairs,  concerned  with  Japan's  over¬ 
seas  possessions  and  colonies,  and  emigration.  In  my  brief 
conrtoctlon  with  that  office — I  was  Minister  only  to  2  December 
I9I1.I  —  I  conducted  no  business  whatever  of  the  Ministry.  So  far 
as  I  remember,  I  was  on  the  prenlsos  of  tho  Ministry  throe 
times--onco  to  be  welcomed  after  Investiture  as  Minister; 
once  when  I  dropped  in  in  oasslng  to  look  about;  and  finally 
to  say  goodbye  to  the  officials  upon  quitting  the  mlnistorship. 
The  Ministry  was  capably  operated  by  the  Vice-Minister,  who 
had  been  with  it  since  It  was  a  more  bureau,  and  I  v/as  entirely 
too  busy  with  the  Japanese- \raerlcan  negotiations  during  October 
and  Movember  191^1  to  devote  any  attention  to  its  aff alrs--asido 
from  the  fact  that  I  knov-  nothing  about  them.  With  this,  I 
shall  say  no  more  concerning  tho  Ministry  of  Overseas  Affairs. 
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ii6.  vs  I  hivj  mcntlon-’d  ibovc-,  I  hid  not  bo<)n  Informed 
prior  to  bocomlnr;  Foreign  Minister  of  tho  dotalls  of  tho  course 
of  tho  Japanese- American  nogotiitlons ,  •*:hlch  wore  Mr^i  state 
socrots.  I  had,  for  oxamplo,  absolutely  no  knowlodgo  of  tho 
Imperial  Conforonco  decision  of  2  July,  v/hich  effected  a  deci¬ 
sive  change  in  the  course  of  Japan's  policy;  while  roc-ardinr 
the  doclsion  of  6  September,  v/hlch  had  driven  diplomacy  into 
a  corner,  I  had  only  vague  knowledge,  nor  was  I  familiar  with 
the  proceedings  of  tho  l);  October  cablnot  mooting,  which  had 
mado  the  fall  of  the  Konoe  viovernmont  inescapable,  I  felt  tho 
nood  at  the  very  outset  to  acquaint  myself  in  detail  v/lth  tho 
negotiations  which  had  gone  before,  by  reference  to  the  docu¬ 
ments  and  papers  relating  to  thorn,  and  this  I  did  immediately 
upon  my  assumption  of  office.  My  chief  roforonco  data  for 
this  purpose  v/ere  the  cables  from  V/ashlngton  reporting 
Ambassador  Nomura's  negotiations,  the  copies  of  cables  from 
tho  Foreign  Ministry  to  the  Embassy  and  the  "Opinion"  of 
Foreign  minister  Toyoda,  Exhibit  No.  2916. 

Il7*  %  first  impressions  upon  examining  the  proposals 
which  had  been  advanced  by  the  tv/o  parties  to  the  negotiations, 
and  the  correspondence  b.-twjen  the  Foreign  Ministry  and  tho 
Embassy  In  Washington,  were  about  these;  First,  that  v;hilo 
basically  Japan's  position  had  been  one  of  endeavoring  to  secure 
the  stability  of  thj  Par  Last  taking  into  consideration  tho 
actual  conditions  resulting  from  the  ovonts  v/hich  had  occiirrod 
aineo  the  Manchuria  Incident,  that  of  the  United  States  had 
boon  one  of  not  paying  duo  regard  to  those  conditions,  which 
fundamental  and  almost  unabrldgoablo  differonco  in  the  vlow- 
polnts  of  tho  two  countries  had  brought  the  nogotlations 
virtually  to  a  stalemate.  Second,  there  was  an  extraordinary 
situation  in  that  although  Japan  had  in  the  course  of  tho  nego¬ 
tiations  made  considerable  concosslens  from  tho  doslro  to  sottlo 
tho  China  Incident  which  had  so  long  bjon  an  embarrassment  to 
hor,  novortholoss  the  positions  of  the  tv.-o  nations  could  bo 
truly  said  to  be  farther  apart  by  October  than  in  April.  This 
vms  owing  to  the  United  States'  having  taken  a  progrossivoly 
stronger  stand--gradually  from  about  Juno,  than  after  tho 
Japanese  advance  into  seuthern  French  Indo-Chlna  in  July  moro 
rapidly  cooling  toward  the  nogotlations.  Thirdly,  it  was 
generally  understood  in  Tokyo  at  that  time  that  an  agreement 
in  principle  hid  been  reached  with  the  United  States  on  two 
of  tho  three  basic  cuestions  in  the  negotlatlon3--thj  Tripartite 
Pact  question  and  that  of  tho  non-dlscr Imlnatory  treatment  in 
trado  in  China.  Prumler  'lojo  himself  told  me  that,  based  on 
tho  reports  from  imbissador  .Nomura,  such  was  the  situation; 
it  thoroforo  appeared  that  there  remained  only  one  large  point 
of  contontlon--tho  stationing  of  troops  in  Chlna--bot\voon  the 
United  States  and  Japan. 

1+8.  Since  the  days  of  the  second  Konoo  Cabinet,  tho 
Japanose-Amorlcan  negotiations  had  been  managod  In  tho  Liaison 
Conforenco  between  the  Governmont  and  tho  Imperial  Conor al 
Keadquartors .  The  Liaison  Gonferonco  has  boon  much  discussed 
in  the  evidence  hore,  but  I  do  not  bolleve  that  its  nature 
and  power  havo  been  mad.'  sufficlontly  clear,  I  wish  thoroforo 
to  give  tho  following  explanation.  Tho  Liaison  Conference, 
which  has  no  standing  is  a  constitutional  organ  of  government, 
dated  from  the  time  of  the  first  Konoe  Cablnot,  when  it  bocamo 
nocossary  to  ostabllsb  some  liaison  between  tho  military  High 
Command  and  the  Cabinet,  each  of  which  was  responsible  directly 
to  the  Emperor.  I  ropjat,  the  Conferjnee  as  such  has  no  constl- 
tutional  oxistenco,  and  its  docislons  had  in  a  formal  sonso 
no  weight,  '^ut  since  the  docislons  woro  treated  at  that  time 
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as  b^’lnn  bindin-’  so  fir  is  concornod  thos  ;  prjSJnt  (Prjmijr, 
Chiofs  of  \riJiy  ind  Navy  C.rui’^l  Staffs,  Arr.iy  and  Navy  i'dnistors, 
Poroir:n  and  Financo  i'^inlstjrs  and  IroEidont  of  tho  Flannlnf^ 
Board  normally;  occasionally  othor  mlnlstors  as  required),  in 
practice  they  had  groat  wolrht.  Since  tho  Army  and  Navy  Vico- 
Cliiofs  of  Staff  'rore  almost  always  in  attendance  before  tho 
war,  and  since  of  the  three  secrotarios  of  the  Conference 
(Chief  Secretary  of  tho  Cabinet,  Directors  of  Military  and 
Naval  Affairs  Bureaus)  two  were  military  men,  it  can  be  soon 
hov  strong  tho  military  influence  in  the  Conference  was.  In¬ 
deed,  the  fact  of  the  est ablishmont  of  such  a  conferonce  is 
proof  of  the  fact  that  tho  military  authorities  wore  not  only 
interfering  in  politics  but  were  exercising  such  Influonce  as 
to  control  and  direct  the  national  policy,  and  that  somo  co¬ 
ordination  was  needodi  but  v;hile  tho  military  mombers  of 
tho  Liaison  Conference  exercised  groat  influonce  on  affairs  of 
stato,  the  civilian  members  exorcised  very  llttla  or  none  on 
military  affairs,  and  wero  not  allowed  oven  knowledge  of 
military  operations.  Decisions  of  tho  Liaison  Conforonce  in¬ 
volving  affairs  of  state  had  of  course  to  bo  prosontod  to  tho 
C-.blnet--and ,  in  proper  case,  to  an  Imperial  Conforence--but 
in  almost  no  instance  did  such  a  doclslonfall  to  pass  through 
the  Cabinet  in  tho  form  !.n  “'Mch  the  Conforonce  had  adopted 
it.  Of  course  drafts  of  the  decisions  of  tho  Liaison  Con¬ 
ference  v/oro  alv/ays  pr^parjd  bof orohand--the  matters  examined 
by  the  staffs  of  th-  mlnlstrloa  concerned  and  coordinated  by 
tho  throe  socrotaries  before  they  vrore  submitted  to  tho  Con- 
foronco;  hence  tlio  matters  to  be  passed  upon  were  knov/n  in 
advance  to  tho  ministers  and  high  officials  of  tho  ministries 
concerned,  which  facilitated  their  approval  by  the  Cabinet. 

In  accordance  with  tho  well-ostabllshod  custom  which  had 
prevailed  since  the  days  of  the  second  Konoo  Cabinet,  at  that 
time  all  explanations  to  the  Throne  of  deliberations  and  de¬ 
cisions  of  the  Liaison  Conference  on  questions  Involving  poaco 
or  war  wore  made  by  the  Premier,  tho  Forolgn  Minister  reporting 
only  on  the  diplomatic  nv'jgotlations  themselves. 

Il9.  Thus  immedlatjly  after  tho  formation  of  tho  now 
cabinet,  meetings  of  the  Liaison  Conference  again  began  to  bo 
hold  almost  continuously,  undertaking  tho  most  thorough  re- 
consldoratlon  from  every  point  of  view  of  Japanese  policy 
and  its  adjustment  to  the  Japanese- Amor lean  negotiations.  To 
understand  the  situation  of  those  days,  it  is  necessary  to  boar 
in  mind  the  stato  of  opinion  in  Japan.  Tho  United  States, 
Britain  and  the  Netherlands  had  ruptured  economic  relations 
v/lth  Japan  in  July,  and  wore  known  to  bo  strengthening  thoir 
moasuros  of  cooperation  directed  against  Japan,  thus  making 
it  appear,  rightly  or  wrongly,  that  those  Govornraents  rogardod 
a  v/ar  as  highly  probable  and  v/ora  anticipating  its  outbreak. 
Japan  was  then  angagod  in  a  war  with  China  which  had  boon  in 
progross  for  over  four  years  (or,  in  another  way  of  looking  at 
it,  since  1951) •  '^Ith  all  public  opinion  which  manifested  it¬ 
self  approving  of  and  supporting  Japan's  course  during  and 
since  the  Manchurian  Incident,  it  was  unthinkable  for  any 
cabin Jt  oven  to  consider  ignoring  all  of  the  changed  conditions 
which  had  resulted  from  those  years  of  warfare,  as  tho  United 
States  was  demanding  of  us--in  fact,  no  Japanese,  even  those 
of  us  who  had  most  stx’ongly  opposed  aggrosslve  coiu’ses,  felt 
that  we  should  do  so.  Indeed,  the  strong-policy  advocates  v/oro 
already  before  the  inauguration  of  the  Tojo  Cabinet  declaring 
with  finality  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  settlement  with 
the  United  States,  and  Insisting  that  measures  of  self-defence 
bo  taken  without  further  loss  of  time. 
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50.  My  position  ot  tint  time  will  bo  -ipporont  from  tho 
convarsatlon  which  I  h  id  had  v'lth  Fronljr  'ioJ5  at  tho  tlmo  of 
his  offarinr  tho  rond  -n  portfolio;  it  was  my  dosiro  to 
brinr  tho  noG^tlatlons  to  succossful  consummation  without  fail, 
for  tho  sake  not  only  of  Japan  but  of  tho  v/orld.  It  win,  of 
courso,  cloar  from  tho  outset  that  tho  military  authorities 
hold  stron-;?  viows  concorninG  tho  Jipanoso- \morlcan  nogotiations 
but  I  boliovod  that  there  was  still  some  prospect  of  savlnr, 
th j  situation  and  ensuring  tho  continuance  of  peace  and  a 
settlement  which  would  be  to  the  benefit  of  both  countries. 
Since,  however,  from  tho  time  of  the  previous  Konoo  Cabinet 
all  basic  matters  concerning  tho  Japanosc-Amorlcan  negotiations, 
v/ero  discussed  and  decided  upon  by  the  Liaison  Conferonco; 
so  in  fact  tho  Foreign  Ministry  was  restricted  In  its  conduct 
of  foreign  affairs  to  what  was  discussed  ivlth  and  gained  tho 
approval  of  the  High  Command  in  tho  Liaison  Conf er "mce Ono 
of  the  first  steps  that  I  took  to  further  tho  Japaneso-Amer lean 
nogotiatlons  was  a  removal  from  the  Forel/*n  Ministry  of  a 
number  of  officials  who  wore  urging  tho  adoption  of  a  strong 
policy  tov/ard  Britain  and  the  Unlt  ;d  Stat  is  and  were  trying  to 
guide  foreign  policy  in  an  unsound  direction,  even  going  to 
the  extent  of  conspiring  v.-ith  or  catorlng  to  the  radical  olo- 
raonts  of  the  \rmy  and  the  Navy  to  achlovo  this.  This  had  gone 
so  far  that  many  of  the  moderates  of  the  Ministry,  who  consti¬ 
tuted  the  groat  majority,  had  come  to  shrink  from  expressing 
their  views,  and  their  influence  was  declining,  which  not  only 
disturbed  the  execution  of  a  sound  forjign  policy  in  general 
but  in  my  Judgement  was  likely  to  have  a  direct  effect  for  the 
v.'orst  on  tho  Japanese-American  negotiations.  I  therefore  de¬ 
termined  to  eliminate  the  radical  elements  from  the  service 
and  Instructed  Vice-Minister  Nishl  to  carry  out  such  a  purge, 
tho  details  of  which  have  been  testified  to  (Defense  Document 
No.  27^1).  The  result  of  my  action  was,  I  think,  that  tho 
discipline  of  the  Foreign  Ministry  personnel  was  effectively 
restored  to  a  condition  v/horo  we  could  exert  all  our  efforts 
for  tha  success  of  the  negotiations  without  being  distracted 
by  internal  ,’lssention. 

51.  \s  I  have  sail,  tho  Liaison  Conference  mootings  began 
immediately  upon  installation  of  the  new  cabinet.  .\t  tho  first 
meotlns,  on  23  October,  thu  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  of  tho 
\rmy.  General  Suglyama,  jmphaslzed  the  need  of  hastening  a 
decision.  The  Intont  of  the  6  September  decision  of  tho 
Imperial  Conference,  ho  assorted,  v/as  that  during  the  month 
of  September  diplomacy  should  bo  accorded  primary  emphasis  and 
military  preparations  subordinated,  but  that  from  the  beginning 
of  October  preparations  for  military  operations  would  bo  the 
primary  and  diplomacy  the  secondary  concern.  Thus  I  soon  found 
that  despite  the  understanding  that  the  6  September  decision 
would  bo  reexamined,  the  Ktgh  Command’s  unceasing  accolerqtion 
of  preparatory  military  actions  as  well  as  Its  strong  stand  on 
the  conditions  of  the  negotiations,  v/ore  to  bo  an  obstacle 
to  the  management  of  the  negotiations  throughout.  At  tho  time 
that  I  became  Foreign  Minister  and  a  participant  in  the  Liaison 
Conference  tho  only  othar  changes  in  its  momborshlp  wore  the 
Ministers  of  Navj',  Shlmada,  and  Finance,  Kaya.  There  is  a  sort 
of  momentum  v/hlch  must  bj  reckoned  with  in  such  a  case;  not 
only  did  those  who  had  been  members  of  the  Conforenco  longer 
exorcise  greater  influence  in  its  deliberations  than  did  new¬ 
comers,  but  thoy  wori  also  unable  entirely  to  freo  thomselvos 
from  the  history  of  the  matters  discussed.  Their  approach  to 
the  rooxaminatlon  of  the  6  ooptembor  decision,  therefore,  was 
to  take  that  decision  as  a  basis  and  to  study  v/hat  revisions 
of  it  could  be  made;  and  there  was  a  strong  feeling  that  it 
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should  not  uoslly  be  chonr:«3d.  At  tho  somo  mootin;^  of  the 
Liaison  Conforoncu-- th j  fir3t--th3  Vico-Chiof  of  tha  Army 
Gonoral  Staff,  Liautenant-^ jnoral  Tsukada,  v'as  ovon  mono 
pessimistic  and  more  intransigont ;  ha  sow,  ho  said^  no  possiblj 
prospect  of  a  successful  outcome  of  tho  Japanose-Amorican  nego¬ 
tiations,  and  in  viov;  of  tho  fact  that  Britain  and  America  had 
already  ruptured  economic  relations  and  strengthened  their 
oncircloment  of  Japan,  those  should  be  broken  off  at  onco  and 
action  taken  in  self-defence.  I  opposed  this  position  of  tho 
High  Command  vigorously.  Insisting  that  if  there  v/ore  means  of 
breaking  the  deadlock  it  v/as  necessary  that  all  of  thorn  bo 
tried;  and  I  doclarjd  that  since  there  was  room  to  try  thorn, 
it  would  be  an  orror  to  be  over-hasty  in  taking  military  action 
no’w.  V»ith  the  object  of  reconciling  these  sharply-conflicting 
viewpoints  the  Liaison  Conference  studies  went  on,  with  re¬ 
consideration  and  study  continuing  every  day,  sometimes  through 
the  night  and  into  the  early  hours  of  the  morning;  dobata 
often  developed  into  heated  argument;  no  effort  was  spared 
for  minute  and  careful  discussion  of  the  problems  on  hand. 

52.  There  had  been  threo  major  points  of  difforenco  be- 
tv^'ean  the  two  Governments;  tha  Tripartite-Pact  question,  that 
of  non-dlscrlmlnatory  access  to  trade  In  China,  and  that  of 
tho  stationing  of  Japanese  troops  in  China.  It  then  appeared, 
from  the  report  of  Ambassador  Nomura,  that  of  these  the  first 
two  had  reached  a  point  of  vuadorstandlng  where  agreement  v/ould 
readily  be  reached  (j-xhiblt  No.  2906).  I  therefore  concentrated 
my  efforts  on  persuading  the  Liaison  Conference  to  agree  to 
tha  making  of  such  further  concessions  on  v/hat  was  considered 
tho  remaining  outstanding  problem-- that  of  the  stationing  of 
troops  in  China — that  agreement  might  bo  reached  with  America. 

My  study  of  the  subject  had  convinced  mo  that  it  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  make  some  further  advance  tov/ard  the  American  position, 
tho  best  method  of  approach  to  v^hich  was  by  adopting  as  a  basis 
tho  conditions  v/hich  my  predecessor.  Foreign  Minister  T'oyoda, 
had  regarded  as  offering  the  possibility  of  agreement  (Exhibit 
No.  2916),  and  then  endeavoring  to  get  agreement  on  now  pro¬ 
posals.  I  therefore  worked  to  secure  agreement  by  the  Liaison 
Conf..ronco  upon  a  program  developing  those  points.  There  v/as 
at  that  timva  a  wide  gulf  betv/een  the  positions  of  tho  two 
partlis  in  the  Japanese- American  negotiations,  and  it  was  agreed 
by  all  that  it  v/ould  require  a  radical,  almost  revolutionary, 
change  in  the  /American  attitude  for  any  prospect  to  appear/  of 
settlement  on  th j  basis  of  tho  minimum  demands  contained  in 
the  6  Soptember  decision.  Prom  the  beginning,  hov/over,  tho 
majority  of  the  participants  in  tho  Liaison  Conference  opposed 
the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  withdrawal  of  troops  frim 
the  specified  aroas  of  China,  and  I  had  to  fight  unceasingly 
for  it;  tho  Army  members  especially  strongly  emphasized  tho  1 

necessity  of  indefinite  stationing  of  Japanoso  troops  in  j 

specifiod  areas  of  China.  In  the  end,  as  a  rosult  of  ny  strong 
contention  tliOt  it  v/as  improper  and  dlsadvantagoous  to  station 
troops  indefinitely  on  tho  soil  of  another  country,  the  others 
relaxed  their  stind  to  the  extent  of  agreeing  v/lth  me  to  put  a 
time-limit  on  the  stationing.  As  to  the  duration,  however, 
various  strong  opinions  v/ore  still  presented.  I  first  proposed 
the  same  time-limit  as  that  suggested  by  Foreign  Minister  Toyoda, 
five  years.  I  could  obtain  no  support  for  this,  and  then  sug¬ 
gested  eight  years  and  ten  years,  also  without  success;  thero  I 

wore  ovon  suggestions  in  the  Conference  of  setting  a  99-yQ^r 
period,  or  one  of  50  years.  Finally  twjnty-flve  years  was  agrooA 
upon  as  an  approximate  limit.  It  will  be  observed  that  tho 
actual  proposal  (Proposal  "xi”)  to  the  United  States  did  not 
mention  the  twenty-five  year  period,  but  limited  the  time  only 
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(i.*?  boon  Llono  in  ill  r-roposils)  to  "a  noc3E!?-iry  piriod". 

'Cl.iP  vnn  'ooc^uso  it  ’vis  f  ,lt  that  it  thit  staf^o  tho  wholo  noj^o- 
tli'lon  nii''}it  bo  upsot  ir  dobato  ovor  dotolls  v/oro  injactod 
into  it.  Aho  tv' jnty-f Ivj  yoar  ’'approxliTiato  was  thoro- 

foro  i-.ivvn  to  \fnb3SFador  Wo.Tiun  to  bo  usod  in  caso  of  incuiry 
by  tho  Unit  ;d  Gtatos;  but  I  had  a  talk  prlvatoly  v/ith  tho 
Froitiior,  and  roach od  an  undorstnndlnrr  v/ith  him  that  if  vio 
found  tho  Unitod  Statos  to  b..  in  a  rocoptivo  mood  tov/ard 
Proposal  in  rtonoril,  still  further  modoration  of  its  torms 

miiTht  bo  consid.rod.  I  did  succoad  in  v-inninp;  ayroonont  to 
limitlnr  thj  stationin';  of  troops  in  tho  p  opraphical  sonso, 
by  haviniT  oxcluojd  from  th.j  arjas  whorj  troops  would  bo  sta- 
tionod  thJ  Stanpliai  triangular  zano,  Amoy  and  othors;  this 
too  VMS  ochlov^d  only  if  tor  a  rtru.’plo,  for  thoro  was  opinion 
by  th j  military  and  naval  authorltlas  that  wo  should  retain 
tho  rl'^ht  to  station  troops  at  all  tho  points  specifiod  by  tho 
I9I4O  troaty  botvMon  Japan  and  tha  Want’  Chlnr-v/oi  re-lmo. 

93.  A  rolatod  problom  v;as  that  of  French  Indo-China. 

\dmiral  Toyoda's  proposal  in  thJLs  connection  was  that  of  no 
further  Incroaso  of  Japanese  troops  in  Indo-China,  in  view  of 
tho  apprehension  ontortained  by  tho  United  States  ovor  tho 
throat  of  Japanosj  military  advanco  to  tho  south  v/ith  Indo- 
Chlni  as  a  springboard.  Witli  rospoct  to  this  point  also  I 
prevailed  upon  the  Army  to  ayroo,  in  pursuance  of  tho  main  ob- 
jvict  of  avoidin';  v/ar,  that  upon  the  reaching  of  an  af;raomont 
with  the  Unitod  Stat-s  all  troops  would  bo  Imraodiateiy  vdth- 
driwn  from  southern  Fr  jneh  Indo-Chlna  —  a  ^'^roator  concession 
than  that  proposed  by  Porolyn  Minister  Toyoda.  In  this  mattor, 
too,  the  opposition  v/as  strong;  I  ’”on  my  point  hero  and  on  tho 
time-limit  for  stationin,"  of  troops  in  China  only  by  throats 
to  resl'n  if  this  much  scope  for  diplomatic  action  was  not 
allowed  mo. 

« 

5);.  PorsuadinG  the  Liaison  Conference  to  aerreoment  on 
thes.;  two  major  points  was  not  ach loved  v'lthout  lonp  and 
arduous  work--for,  despite  the  "wiping  the  slate  clean”  which 
was  often  spoken  of,  practically  it  vms  not  possible  to  icnoro 
ontlroly  the  past  course  of  affairs,  and  the  limitation  im¬ 
posed  by  the  6  September  decision  upon  diplomatic  action  did 
still  subsist,  at  least  that  part  v/hlch  v/as  a  fait  accompli-- 
namely,  that  the  period  up  to  the  middle  of  October  had  passed, 
and  that  the  incraasinc  military  preparatiens  v/hich  had  boon 
carri/d  out  had  yiven  rise  to  a  foellnf:  amony,  the  military 
that  Japan  would  not  be  defeated  if  war  camo.  This  constituted 
a  yreat  obstacle  to  the  roexamlnatlon  of  the  6  September  de¬ 
cision  or  the  determination  of  th-  conditions  of  further  dip¬ 
lomatic  nof^ot  Lati  ens .  But  whlla  I  had  expocted  that  tho  \rmy's 
stand  on  the  maklny  of  concessions  In  the  negotiations  vMUld 
bo  a  strong  one,  I  was  somewhat  astonished,  in  vi /w  of  the 
history  of  the  matter,  to  find  frevm  thj  Liaison  Conference  dis¬ 
cussions  toward  the  jnd  of  October  that  of  thj  Navy  scarcely 
l-ss  stronr;.  In  vlev/  of  this,  on  50  October  I  sent  a  repro- 
sentatlvo  to  vdmiral  Jkodo,  veteran  of  thj  Navy  and  an  ex- 
premior  v/ho,  I  thouyht,  h-‘d  much  Influence  in  naval  circles,  to 
Inform  lilra  of  this  siluatlon  and  to  request  him  to  use  his 
influence  to  moderate  the  stand  of  the  Wavy  toward  the  ne/rotla- 
tlons. 

55*  Uy  thjse  efforts  I  finally  succeeded  in  socurlny 
cons  int  of  the  Liaison  Confer  .nee  to  my  presentlnn  the  Pro¬ 
posals  ”  v”  and  ”B”,  v/hlch  were  approved  at  the  Imperial  Confarence 
the  pliia  of  these  two  proposals  was  my  ov-n  idea, 
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but  subject  to  modiric it Ions  os  abovi  montlonod,  ond  in  tho 
Tonn  idopt- jd  rjpros^ntjd  tho  ut  iost  concussions  v/hich  ot  thot 
tinu  could  bi  v;runc  from  tho  milltory  luthoritlos. 

56.  In  addition  to  tho  cuostion,  ilroody  discussed,  of 
"/’..othiv  ond  on  ’vhot  bisis  to  continue  tho  nopotiations  with 
tho  Unit  id  Stot-s,  thoro  'vos  anothor  '.vhlch  vos  nsvor  absent 
fro'O  the  background  of  th.  Liaison  Confer  me  j  discussions, 

T’'is  was  th  ■  quistion  of  vvnit  Japan's  policy  should  be  if  tho 
no ’otlatlons  failed  in  tho  end.  This  question  first  bocanio 
explicit  at  the  all-ni'hfc  sossion  of  1-2  No.onibor,  when  there 
’.vas  a  h..itod  discussion  of  it  and  I  aq-iin  insisted  v.'lth  all 
posslblu  foi'co  on  avoidin';  war.  To  me  it  soomed  of  paramount 
importance  to  a\  eid  ir  at  .almost  any  cost;  I  had  soon  tho 
after- affects  of  I'/orld  ’'’ar  I,  in  j-urope,  and  knov;  that  modern 
vrarfare  would  brlnp  still  .f'roator  sufforin,^  and  misery  to  the 
peoples  of  the  bjlllp,er.jnt  countrias,  and  I  folt  that  only  by 
steady,  sound  development,  avoi  linif  sudden  expansion  or  v/ar, 
could  a  nation  progress.  I  therefore  insist  ad  that  oven  if 
the  negotiations  sh->uld  end  in  failure,  wqr  need  not  follovi; 
that  even  in  such  circumstances  ve  s'''ould  exercise  pationco 
and  forbearance  and  await  a  chan.^od  situation.  Tho  .mllitarj' 
ropr asentativos  retorted  v;ith  the  utmost  vehemence  that  Japan 
must  flr^ht  sooner  or  latjr,  unless  the  negotiations  could  bo 
concluded,  for  tho  reason  that  Japan's  dependence  upon  imports 
of  supplies,  especially  p.jtroleum,  was  so  '’roat  that  with 
conomic  blockade  of  Japan  In  prOj^ress  the  ’gradual  exhaustion** 
of  Japanes.  rasources  was  apparent,  and  that  if  after  our 
stockpiles  had  fallen  to  a  miialmiun  additional  pressure  wore 
applied  to  enforce  demands  m-ade  by  the  United  States  and 
'rltaln  relative  to  China  or  other  problems  wo  would  have  no 
alternative  but  co.mplete  submission  without  beinf;  able  to  fight 
In  this  connection,  a  suggestion  was  made  that  perhaps  wo 
cauld  continue  v;ith  economic  relations  rupturod,  assuring  a 
supply  for  our  neods  by  the  production  of  synthetic  oil.  I 
concurred  in  the  suggestion  and  argued  In  support  of  it,  but 
the  opinion  of  the  Flanriin,;,  D.oard  was  that  reliance  could  not 
be  placed  on  synthetic  petroleum,  for  Japan's  production  of 
iron  and  coal  was  insufflclmt,  and  their  use  for  manufacture 
of  petroleum  'vould  bo  at  Ui-  sacrifice  of  other  vital  Indus¬ 
tries.  The  board's  opinion  was  also  that,  .n  view  of  tho 
amoiuat  of  oculpment  and  othm  .■•ntmlals  needed,  it  would  If  it 
were  attempted  bj  four  er  five  y^ars  before  annual  production 
of  four  million  tons  could  bo  attained.  Thus  the  overwhelming 
opinion  of  the  Liaison  Cenfermco  v/as  that  though  thoro  night 
be  a  possibility  of  th-  international  situation's  turning  in 
our  f  iv.ar  If  v.^e  exercised  patience  and  watched  tho  devolopmont 
of  affairs  until  the  spring  of  19i|2,  novortholess  in  view  of 
the  gradual  exlaaustlon  of  our  stockpiles  and  the  operational 
disadvantages  which  would  come  with  delay,  the  prospect  of  tho 
negotiations  must  be.  definitely  ascertained  v;hlle  the  situation 
Y/as  still  favorable  to  Jipan,  and  that  if  they  ’wotj  to  fail  wo 
must  go  to  war  without  further  loss  of  time.  " 'iho  goneral 
fouling  was,  throughout  this  poriod,  that  the  United  States  was 
conducting  negotiations  only  to  gain  timo  for  military  propara- 
tlms,  and  it  was  point..!  out  that  from  this  causo  also  dolay 
was  disadvantageous  to  Japan. 

57.  Thj  i:re.at  majority  of  those  attending  the  Liaison 
Conference  were,  as  I  have  said,  of  the  viev/  that  thoro  was  no 
•ilturnatlve  to  war  if  negotiations  failed,  Tlio  Array  High 
C-^n-nn'l  expressed  confidence  in  victory  In  the  ovar-all  prospect 
a.'  the  war.  Hut  the  view  of  the  Navy  was  that  they  were  confi- 
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djnk  of  initial  succjss;  that  thou'ih  tho  situation  of  tor  0 
;',oar  ond  q  half  or  tv'o  y  irs  v.-ould  dop  ;nd  on  thj  (^onoral 
*str.;nrth  of  thj  country  ^nd  tho  intornatlonol  situation,  wo 
could  ostoblls)-  an  linpr ornablu  position  If  occuplod  stroto- 
r  Ic  paints  In  South;  and  that  slnco  wo  could  Oiily  po  to 
war  Immodiatoly  if  negotiation  foiled  and  slnco  wo  wo  aid  loso 
tho  opportunity  of  success  Ui*i3  oss  wj  did  so  i.'ornodi  at oly,  wo 
should  dacidj  on  that  Jaj-  th .  atjps  to  bi  Lakon.  i-  o-aHO  of 
failuro  of  nopotl  a  tiers .  \i ,  hov/^a'or.  It  v/as  oroor  to  rao  that 
onco  a  war  with  Vnoric  ar.n  -r'.ei'  ~r.’.tq<ti  b  r;an  it  ■••'luld  bo 
a  lonn  war,  I  thouyht  't  ”1  sn-'rt  ai;hr  .i  v.'..w  and  a  r-roat 
mistako  to  dapond  /nu-'h  aa  h;  fo^d  pi*:.?pocLs  at  tho  outsot. 

I  know,  I  S  lid,  somathin'’  ■'f  th'-  d  j torrr:ina vlcn  md  indonaltablo 
spirit  of  thj  -im-ricor'  -..lu  f*‘itLsh  pjopio,  -^nd  by  ointa-'rklng 
Japan  upon  a  "'ar  'vith  th.-pp  j’-n  ;id  vo  loso  it.  n-o  martor  if 
tho  othor  party  was  wron  '’\auld  bj  invltln>/  Gisast.r  to 

our  country.  I  thn'jfor  i  s '-ooif Ically  askei  tho  ’-Var  and  Navy 
‘•‘Inlstors  for  th^ir  view's  an  t.ao  ov-r-all  projpoct  of  a  war. 

53.  Tho  j.'inlrtor,  TajS,  r^-pliod  by  saying  that  tho 
prospocts  woro  contain  that  not  only  succors  at  tho  outsot 
but  also  victory  In  th a  war  as  a  wholo  coula  bo  won.  Navy 
Ministor  Shlmada  said  that  t»a  ir  j  was  no  n^od  for  posslmlsm; 
and  tho  Cliiuf  of  tho. Naval  Gc<niral  Staff.  \rV-jiral  Nagano, 
statod,  In  addition  to  roitoratlny  tho  nooossity  of  Inimedlato 
clocision,  that  tho  Navy  had  ov.-ry  ooiifideiacj  In  its  ability 
to  carry  out  intorcoptivo  opoi'-atl  an",  ar.il  that  if  tho  United 
Statos  floot  should  vonturo  northw-rd  from  tho  Contnl  Fnciflc 
tho  Japanoao  Nav^'  could  and  would  destroy  it,  in  tho  aroa  of 
tho  .’landatod  Islands. 

59»  Aftar  tho  all-ni  :ht  discussion  on  1-2  Novambor  tho 
majority  agraod  that  If  tho  nogotiatlons  an  tho  basis  of 
Proposals  "A"  and  "B"  failed  Japan  would  docido  upon  war. 
Hov/ovor,  tho  explanations  of  tho  military  and  naval  authorities 
and  of  tho  Planning  Board  failud  to  satisfy  mo,  and  I  v/as  not 
willing  to  concur  at  one  i  in  th  .1  proposal  to  declda  on  war 
in  caso  tho  nogotiatlons  failed.  Iherefore,  despite  the  High 
Com.nand's  and  tho  '*ar  and  Navy  Ministers*  pressing  for  an 
immediate  decision,  at  tho  conclusion  of  tho  Liaison  Con¬ 
fer  onco  of  1-2  Novombor  I  request  )d  that  I  be  given  tho  night 
to  think  tho  matter  over  before  yivlny  my  vote.  Finance 
i'*inistor  Kayo  joined  me  !n  t/is  r.qu.st. 

60.  I  deliberated  over  tho  v/bolc  matter  that  night.  M-  ' 
tb.au ’b  I  folt  that  sorr.etliing  less  than  full  credit  should  be 
accorded  to  th  .  assunneos  of  the  military  author  it  ies,  I 
could  not  refute  their  ar.guinonts ,  having  no  accurate  data  (all 
of  "'hlch  were  military  secrets)  upon  which  to  judge  of  the 
condition  of  th.  armed  forces  of  Japan,  nor  of  the  national 
str-natb  of  Japan  In  other  flolds.  Ml  of  th.  arguenonts  from 
tb  viowpoint  of  the  international  situation  had  been  i  ally' 
considered.  I  had  pointed  out  the  vast  maborlal  and  spiritual 
str-ngtb  of  Britain  and  the  United  States,  and  I  had  insistod 
that  no  groat  expoctatlon  could  be  ontertalned  of  Gorman  assls- 
tancj.  i  car.10  to  the  conclusion  that  so  far  as  concornod  tho 
views  of  the  armod  s.rvicis  an  tho  prospects  of  a^ar,  I  was  in 
no  position  to  refute  them  or  disprove  their  factual  basis,  but 
bad  to  take  tbom  an  trust.  The  only  remaining  o.uostion  was 
V'betbjr  I  might  be  able  to  b’-'lng  a’oaut  a  change  in  the  situation 
by  >y  own  r-esignjiti an.  In  this  connection  I  called,  in  tho 
tnornin.g  of  2  Novembor,  on  former  Premier  Hirota,  who  was  ono 
of  my  sonlors  in  the  Foreign  Ministry  and  from  whom  I  had 
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r^noril  situation,  and  told  him  thit 
'  -  IE  In  far  morj  serious  state 

vhvin  I  ont-rjd  the  Cabinet,  and  that  there 
"•ar  dospltj  my  resolution  to  succeed  by 
d  Ms  oolnlan  of  v/hather  there  v;as  a  pos- 
r  abaut'  a  chan-  a  In  the  situation  by  ny 
Hirota  was  opposed  to  the  Idea;  J 

■j  supporter  of  war  mlf'ht  immedlotoly 
L*n  i-Anist  .-r,  therefore  I  should  remain  In 
I  could  to  maintain  poaco.  Meanv/hlle, 
whom  I  had  sent  to  learn  tho  Finance 
rj turned  v/lth  tho  raport  that  Hr.  Kaya 
remler  I'^jo  his  concurrence  in  tho  decision 
l.j  hiaison  Conference.  It  seemed  to  mo, 

•  factors,  that  there  v/as  nothin.^:  for  mo  to 
and  i  thoreforo  called  on  the  Promier  around 
that  I  did  so.  I  took  the  occasion, 
r’rooment  to  several  sup^'^estions  v/hlch 
s  that  If  th;  United  States  showed  a^^ 
fd  either  ef  our  proposals,  \  or  B  , 
in  obtaining  Japanese  reconsideration  of 
for  the  sake  of  the  success  of  tho 
Tejo  also  confirmed  the  agreement  which 
Hlph  Command  In  the  Liaison  Conference, 
hould  be  successfully  concluded,  all 
uld  be  suspended  and  the  orlplnal  status 
Premier  at  that  time  that  I  would  now 
ons  on  the  basis  of  Proposals  ‘A  and  B 
If  they  did  end  In  failure  I  mli^ht  con- 
proposals  v/ere  rjport'^d  to  the  Cabin  at 
ixulanatlon  of  how  they  had  been  decided  upon 
if  jrence.  The  proposals  woro  of  course  ap- 
net  and  also  by  an  Imperial  Conferenco  on 


i».jc  jlvad  advice 
I  c'»”lalnod  to  him  tl 
tiie  jap  an jse- imerlc  an  cuestlon  v/a 
than  I  had  thought 
\;ao  rreat  dan:-»r  of 
diplomacy,  and  ask- 
slblllty  of 
res  1  ".nation 

sl"n  d,  h-  ^alnt-id  out, 
bo  aopolnted  F?r 
offlcu  to  do  all 
Vlce-l,.inirt  ar  ^Hshl, 

Minister's  decision 
had  report  ed  to  I 
of  the  m-'jarlty  of  t 
considering  all  th js 
do  but  agree;  - 

12  o’clock  and  told 
however,  to  secure  Ms  a 
i  made  to  him.  One  wa 
recoptlve  attitude  to'^ai' 
he  would  support  me  i.. 
our  maximum  concessions 
negotiations.  Premier 
I  had  obtained  from  th 
that  If  negotiations  s] 
military  operations  v.’o 
restored.  I  told  the 


6?.  Negotiations  on  tho  basis  ol  tne 
mencod  In  W^Hhlnpt on  on  7  ^'levemb-r.  Tho  c 
tions  in  Washln  ton  has  been  fully  testlfl 
Yamamoto  (e.xhlblt  No.  2515),  “ind  I  shall  : 
tions.  Thie  deliberations  of  th  a  Liaison  C 
continued;  It  would  be  a  hapoy  solution  1 
negotiations  could  be  broken  by  the  two  n^ 
the  light  of  the  past  attitude  of  the  Unit 
jxoectatlons  of  favorable  reception  could 
to"  Justify  the  abandonment  of  furthor  stud 
4  fv  failure  In  the  negotiations.  H 
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ConTjrjnc-;  discussions  tr^ctid  not  only  of  thj  conduct  of  tho 
njcot  lot  ions  bvit  also  of  mjocurjs  to  bo  tikon  in  case  of  fallur. 
of  no;;oti  otlons. 

63.  It  VOS  0  little  befor;  this  time  that  ^  discovered 
that  the  condition  of  thj  ne.-otl \tl0n9  v'os  not  '*uit^-  what  '."j  had 
all  thourht  it.  I  have  runtionud  before  that  reports  fron 
V/ashinrtan  had  ■'Iven  reason  to  bjllevo  that  the  Tripartlto- 
Pact  and  China-trade  questions  had  already  been  all  but  settled. 
The  lon-'^r  I  studied  tho  files,  however,  the  less  evidonco  I 
could  find  of  anythlnr  tanrlblo  to  support  this  belief;  and 
finally  I  inquired  directly  of  Ambassador  Nomura.  His  answer 
v/as  that  the  r.ports  to  that  effect  had  not  been  rulto  correct 
Tl'ls  natural  1'''  madvi  the  prospects  of  settlement  evjn  more  re¬ 
mote,  thoU' h  1  still  had  confldonce  that  my  Proposals  and 

"B”  wore  fair  and  reasonable,  and  hoped  that  the  United  States 
mirht  bo  persuaded  to  reco/'nizo  that  fact.  It  was  at  this 
same  tlmo  that  I  s jnt  ambassador  Kurusu  to  assist  Ambassador 
“omura  in  V-’ashinrt^n.  My  motive  in  doln.'j  this  was  that  of 
having  in  vVashinrton  during  that  critical  period  an  experienced 
career  diplomat,  to  assist  Ambassador  Nomura  in  conducting  the 
no-’otiatlons .  Since  ‘Vmbassador  Nomura  hid  specifically  roqu.stei 
even  beforj  T  becam-  Porel'n  Minister  that  Ambassador  Kuruan 
be  sent  for  the  purpose  (eixhiblt  2921), and  since  Ambassador 
Kurusu  and  I  shared  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  malntainlnn 
qood  relations  with  tho  United  States,  he  was  tho  natural 
choice  for  the  purpose.  On  5  November,  therefore,  I  requested 
him  to  accept  the  mission,  which  ho  did;  I  outlined  to  him 
the  situation  prevailing  and  tho  imperative  necessity  of  early 
settlement  of  J.apanese-Amor ic an  problems,  war  being  unavoidable, 
if  they  failed,  and  requested  him  to  convey  this  to  Ambassador 
Nomura  and  to  cooperate  with  him  to  do  their  best  for  tho  suc¬ 
cess  of  the  negotiations,  which  ho  promised  to  do. 

6.l|.  Again  wo  oncountored  the  tlmo-llmlt.  Slncvi  the  be- 
■“Innlng  of  November  the  Hi,Th  Command  representatives  had 
urged  in  the  Liaison  Conference  necessity  from  operational 
cone Idorations  that  It  bo  ascertained  promptly  whether  tho 
nogotlations  would  succeed  er  fall,  and  they  had  stated  strongl'^ 
in  th.e  beglnniru’'  of  Novembjr  that  it  must  be  made  clear  in  tho 
course  of  that  month  what  the  prospect  of  tho  negotiations  was. 

It  was  necessary,  thjy  said,  for  them  to  make  operational  pro- 
parations  on  the  assumption  that  military  action  would  be 
commenced  In  the  beginning  ef  December  should  war  become  un¬ 
avoidable.  I  argued  against  putting  a  time-limit  to  the  nego¬ 
tiations  for  the  reason  that  it  would  hinder  the  diplomatic 
activities  greatly,  and  v/ould  be  likely  to  prevent  successful 
conclusion  of  the  negotiations, but  I  was  overruled  for  reasons 
of  oreratlonal  necessities.  This  time-limit  imported  an 
additional  difficulty  into  the  negotiations;  it  was  of  course 
because  of  it  tint  the  so-called  dead-line  was  set  In  instruc¬ 
tions  to  the  'Vashlnrton  I^mbassy. 

^‘'illtary  preparations  v'ore,  of  course,  simultaneously  being 
made  ever  since  the  decision  of  6  Septembjr  but,  they  being 
matters  of  operational  secrets,  no  Information  concerning  them 
was  '^iv^n  to  the  Liaison  Confer. nc..  H-.e  civilian  Cabinet 
ministers  who  participated  in  the  Li  lisrn  Confererce  wore  never 
iiaformod  ef  the  operational  pr.jp''V'at.i  onj,  and  ’^jvj:*  knew,  for 
examp  le,  that  the  Japanese  fl--jt  hau  aeso'^bl  .u  Iw  and  .aalled 
from*  iJi-tokippu  Bay,  .or  that  the  Southern  'r.ey  Ke-iJquarters  had 
been  formed  and  General  Terauchl  appointed  its  cOinmand er-in- 
chl^f.  As  to  the  sailing  of  tho  fleet,  it  first  came  to  my 
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kno’"lodr-  if  tor  tho  t  ormln-itiin  of  tho  war,  from  roadinr  tho 
njv.-spanjrs.  Tho  fact  thit  tho  first  tar.’Jt  of  military  oporo- 
ti'^rs  was  Poarl  Hai’bor  hid  novor  bofor-  th.o  attatk  boon  com- 
municatJd  to  mo  in  th..  Liaison  Coni’orjnco  or  anyavhoro  olso, 
u--r  from  any  sourco  whatjVjr.  I  porsonally  -assumod  that  tho 
Fhilippinos  and  I'llaya  •••ould  bj  th-  first  tarpi-ts  of  mili¬ 
tary  oporatlons  should  a  war  occur,  sinco  in  tho  Liaison 
Donfor.’nco  thoro  had  boon  in  ^arly  Wovombor  somo  mention  by 
tho  iUrh  Command  of  what  timo  '-ould  bo  roquirod  to  occupy  tho 
i^aillpclnos  and  ^walaya,  and  a  remark  by  tho  Naval  Hich  Command 
to  th./  .ffoct  that  th.y  wore  confident  of  victory  in  battle 
with  the  \m.:rican  fleet  ’-'hen  it  should  come  near  Japan.  I  did  n 
dream  that  the  Japanese  davy  would  over  attack  tho  Imoricn 
fleot  in  f-arl  Far)or.  The  Navv  Hi/rh  Command,  when  montionlny 
'var  nrosoects,  al’.vays  sooko  of  ’’lui'inc  out”  the  American  floet 
and  destroying  it  ”Ln  tlio  vicinity  of  the  Mandated  Islands  — 
soe  for  example  the  Ip  November  Liaison  Conference  de«lslon, 
Exhibit  No.  919. 

69.  Proposal  ”  v”  did  not  /^aln  American  acc'eptance--dld 
not  in  fact,  arouse  any  perceptible  interest,  contrary  to 
our  oxp-jctatlen.  Proposal  "B"  vvgs  therefore— after  I  had 
secured  assent  of  th..  Liaison  Conference,  of  course — nresented 
on  20  November.  At  first  conditions  appoarad  promisincJ  when 
wj  learned  that  the  -vmerican  nev.'spapers  of  the  25th  wore  ro- 
oortin'  the  probability  that  a  nodus  viyondi  v/ould  bo  •onclude 
\YO  assumod  that  it  was  on  the  basis~ef  Proposal  ”B”.  It  was 
on  this  assumption  that  I  sent  to  the  Embassy  an  instru#tion 
refardin.-'  the  amount  of  oil  which  would  be  requested  when  an 
a'^reement  was  reached.  The  figure  adopted  in  this  instruction 
v/as  much  less  than  that  sucC'^st^^  originally  by  the  -vrmy 
General  Staff,  ewing  to  my  insistence,  and  was  approximatoly 
equivalent  to  the  averar^  of  Japanea^j  imports  over  several 
years  (Exhibits  Nos.  29Ulj  and  3l4l5)* 

66.  On  26  Novembjr,  in  '.Vashinrton,  Secretary  Hull  handed 
Ms  "ten-point”  proposal  to  our  Ambassadors.  The  cable  from 
tho  wnbassadors  summarizing  Secretary  Hull's  note  was  received 
on  thw  morninc  of  the  27th.  Almust  simultaneously  I  rofoived 
another  cable  from  the  ambassadors  glvlnc  their  recommendation 
of  1  procediire  for  settling  Japanese- \merlc  an  affairs  by 
havin'"  i resident  Aoos^velt  send  a  pjrsoml  message  to  the 
Emperor  ^nd  the  Emperor  reply,  after  which  in  the  cordial 
atmosphere  so  created  the  Japanese  Government  should  propose 
the  neutralization  of  .'rench  Indo-China,  Thailand  and  the 
Netherlands  East  Indies.  'PI'.)  Ambassadors  roquested  that  Lord 
Keeper  ef  the  Prlv:,  Seal  Kido  be  consulted  concerning  this 
proposal.  Tlae  suggestion  of  the  Ambassadors  of  the  neutrali¬ 
zation  ef  three  areas,  impl;,  inr  th.j  'rlthdrawal  of  troops  v/hich 
would  follow  as  the  consequence,  ralsod  m.any  compllcatad  and 
difficult  questions.  Only  after  heated  discussions  and  tho 
threat  of  r'eslmation  in  the  Liaison  C:.nforenco  had  I  boon 
able  to  obtain  the  consent  of  the  military  high  command  to 
the  withdrawal  of  troops  from  southern  Indo-Chlna;  in  tho 
clrci:mst  ances  prevailing  it  would  have  boon  Impossible  to 
secure  a  decision  for  wlthdrav'al  fram  all  of  Indo-China  without 
any  assurance  of  solution  ef  such  related  questions  as  that  of 
Japanes  .-Chinese  peace,  freezln;-’  ef  assets,  and  others.  Th.e 
recommendation  of  the  two  Vi.iuass  idors  proposed  only  ^hc,  nou- 
trallzation  of  French  Indo-t^Mna,  the  Netherlands  hast  Indies 
and  Thailand,  and  made  no  mention  of  the  possibility  of  res¬ 
cission  of  freezing  of  assets,  deemed  absolutely  necessary  by 
Japan,  if  it  were  adopted,  nor  of  the  United  States'  readiness 
to  undertake  mediation  for  peace  between  Japan  and  China,  the 
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ro-icMn"  of  -Mch  p.joe..  1.^’  ''?-vn  th^  f urr'. imontiT.  roison  for 
tho  stitionin,;:  of  Japmjso  troops  In  InJo-China.  xioroovor,  it 
"•os  cloar  that  thj  t  "o  ViTibass  adors  Uumsolvos  had  no  confldonco 
In  tho  success  of  tiis  procw’uro  iftjr  rjcoivln''  Socrctary 
Hull's  noto  ">n  tho  26th,  for  in  tholr  t’lj'ram  dlspatchod 
shortly  aftor  tho  rocoipt  of  that  notj  thoy  rjoortjd  that  thorj 
•vas  no  prospjct  of  roachinT  an  a'‘*rojmjnt  and  advlsod  injasurjs 
to  bo  taJfon  in  caso  froodom  of  action  was  rjsortod  to  (.-xhlbit 
No.  29I.9). 

67.  On  tho  27th  thorj  was  a  Liaison  Confaronco  at  v/hl*h 
tho  hull  noto  of  26  Novjmbjr  was  discussoi.  Iho  roaction  of 
all  of  us  to  it  was,  I  thin’c,  th  j  samo.  I."'norln,''  all  past  pro 
'^rass  and  aroan  of  a  *rojnijnt  in  tho  no, '*ot  Lations ,  tho  Unitod 
States  had  served  upon  us  -"hat  wj  viov/jcl  as  an  ultimatum  contain¬ 
ing:  demands  far  in  or.coss  of  tho  stronyost  positions  thorotof ore 
talron.  Wo  fjlt  that  clearly  tho  UnltoJ  States  had  no  hope  or 
intention  of  rjachin”:  an  a  rooment  for  a  peaceful  settlomont,  for 
it  was  plain  to  us  and  must  have  been  pl’fn  to  the  anorlcans  th«t 
this  document  demanded  as  tho  prlco  of  poae  0  total  surrori  lor 
by  Japan  to  the  Vmorican  position.  Japan  v/as  nov/  as’.co  ’  not 
only  to  aban'on  all  the  ains  of  her  years  of  sacrifico,  but 
to  surrender  her  international  position  as  a  powor  in  the  Far 
iiast.  That  surrender,  as  v;j  saw  it,  y/ou1’.  liave  amountoi  to 
national  sulci ’e.  The  mly  other  way  to  face  this  challonie 
an’  defen'  oui’selvor  was  war. 

6R.  The  follov/in^  'ay,  the  28th,  I  calle’  on  the  Premier 
at  M.s  official  res’. 'once  fifteen  minutes  before  tho  Cabinet 
moot  In::  v/hich  was  sche ’ule to  convene  at  10  V.M.  I  talke 
over  Y/ith  him  an’  v/ith  Navy  hinistor  Shima-’a,  who  appeared 
from  the  next  room  an'  Joino.’  us,  the  Arnbassa 'or '  s  recommenda¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  tho  Hull  note,  the  full  text  of  wV ich  ha’  boon 
recelvod.  Thourh.  they  shoul’  both  of  course  have  boon  fanlliar 
•  with  the  vmbassa’or's  report  of  Secretary  Hull's  note  an’  v/lth 
their  rocommon'el  plan--since  copies  of  all  the  Important  cablo- 
yrams  rolatlnr  to  the  nef:otiations  v;ere  automatically  route'’ 
by  the  Forei,a:n  ministry  to  th.n  'ar  an'l  ‘'lavy  ministries,  and 
the  General  Staffs  through  the  Military  an’  Naval  \ffalrs 
Bureaus  (Exhibit  *'*0.  2915)--I  ma'e  explanation  to  them  of  the 
contents  of  these  mess  i  •  es .  Both  the  Premier  an'’  the  N<ivy 
Minister  wore  ef  opinion  tV;at  there  was  absolutely  no  ho^e 
of  a  solution  by  such  means  as  that  prop-isj  ’  by  the  Ambassa'lors . 

I  left  before  the  jn'  of  th.j  Ca’oinat  meetin",  since  I  v.'as 
bein"  receive'’  in  au'i-nce  at  11:30.  Eofore  beln;:  received 
in  auHence  I  exylaine  ’  te  Lord  Kaeper  Kilo  about  tho  Hull  note, 
an’  talke’  with  him  (tell in;:  him  that  that  v/as  their  ’eslro)' 
conc  ornlnf:  the  two  imbassa 'ers '  r  ecommen :’ atl  on , 

He  v.'os  ’.lscoura.-;o  ’  by  the  Hull  note,  an  i  he  too 
was  of  tho  opinion  that  tho  imbassa’ora'  recommendation  was 
insufficient  to  save  the  situation.  Marquis  Hl’o  even  eal'’ 
that  if  its  con Htlong Y/er j  a 'opted  as  the  ^’^sis  of  a  settle¬ 
ment,  the  result  mi'iht  be  civii  war.  I  tol’  him  that  I  would 
report  Vis  opinion  to  tmbassa ’or  Nomura.  The  plan  was  not 
reporte’  to  the  li.mperor  because  there  was  none  v/ho  coul  ’  take 
responsibility  for  It,  the  Government  havin'^  no  confidence  in 
Its  r)alization  an’  V  is  chief  a-’vis  er  beln"  ayainst  it.  imbas- 
sa  ’.or  Nomura  was  Instructe)  accor 'in<-ly,  that  the  quarters  he 
ha’,  su.iQJstel  ha!  bjsn  consult)'  but  that  the  recomnen lation 
was  not  re'^ar'^od  as  approvoriate  for  adoption  at  that  time 
(Exhibit  No.  1195 )•  It  was  at  thJ 3  time  that  we  rocelve’  a 
report  from  hnbassa’.or  Aomura  that  the  State  Department,  v-hich 
lia’  theretofore  maintalno’  silence  concerning,  the  negotiations, 
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hid  imdj  public  tholr  d jVJlopmunt,  ^nd  thit  thj  Vmjrican  press 
was  sayinr  that  the  .d^cisl  n  of  peace  or  war  was  in  Japan’s 
hands  (Exhibit  ‘b.  275O).  In  roadln/*  this  report,  v/3  folt 
that  .imorica  v.-as  expectinp;  war, 

69.  Kov;  for  tha  second  time  I  considered  resipininf'  as 

foreif^n  mlnist  ^r.  I  had  at  all  times  had  tho  intention  of 
rusif^nln''  If  by  dolnf  so  I  could  Curther  the  Japanese- American 
suttlemont.  Conditions  werj  now,  howjv-r  (fer  reasons  which  i 

I  shall  mention  in  a  moment),  basically  different  from  those 

of  early  ‘^ov.-mb.r  v;h  .;n  I  had  first  consldei  .-d  r-esirnation,  and  ■ 

there  s«jmad  little  IJlvelLiioed  chat  a  chanrio  in  foroicn  mini-  j 

sters  could  affect  the  situation.  I  did,  naverthol ess,  ask  ' 

fer  the  advice  of  former  -  oreifin  i.Unlster  Sato,  one  of  the 
Forelrrn  Ministry  seniors  who  had  been  much  intorestod  in  the 
success  of  the  ne.-netiabionr,  ’•'hether  by  reslpination  I  could 
briny  about  a  chinf'O  of  ov.r-  .ll  policy  by  forcing  a  chanpe  of 
cabinet,  and  thus  avoid  war.  Ke  advised  me  against  r eslf^iation, 
sayinp  that  there  was  no  possibility  that  It  could  affect  tho 
situation--as  did  a  few  others  vd’orn  I  consulted  concorninn  tho 
matter.  My  reason  for  f .elinr  at  that  time  that  resignation 
would  bo  useless  is  as  follows,  ^^efore,  the  Question  had  boon  | 

ono  of  wrlnyiny  from  the  military  authorities  agreement  to 
tho  making  of  further  concessiens  which  mlf^ht  lead  to  a  com- 
promlsj  of  th^  Japanese  and  'American  positions;  by  resirnatlon 
A  ml";ht  (I  had  thought)  have  been  able  to  force  a  chango  of  ] 

government  in  favor  of  one  able  to  take  a  stronger  stand  against  | 

the  demands  of  the  military  high  command.  Now,  it  appeared  ■ 

that  no  concessions  which  Japan  could  make  would  avail  to  roach 
an  agreement  with  Amjrica;  America  evidently  was  no  longer 
interested,  if  she  ever  had  been,  in  any  compromise;  it  was 
nav,',  patently  to  overyone,  a  question  of  the  self-defence  of 
our  nation.  Ihere  remainod  only  the  faintest  hope  of  a  dip-  | 

lomatic  settlement,  and  that  hope  was  based  on  the  possibility  1 

of  American  reconsidoration;  my  resi'^natlon  would  in  no  way  j 

have  assisted  toward  a  settlement,  but  would  only  have  been  j 

an  escape  from  my  responsibility,  I  therefore  decided  to  stay  j 

on,  work  for  every  list  chance  to  avoid  v/ar,  and,  should  war 
break  out,  to  do  ov^rythlng  in  ny  power  for  its  earliest  pos¬ 
sible  torialnati on,  in  the  intv(rjst  of  Japan  and  of  the  v'orld, 

70.  As  I  have  said,  the  feeling  not  only  of  myself  but  of 
all  cone  .-rnod  in  the  -matter  was  that  after  the  Hull  note  of 

26  November  there  was  no  hope  for  a  settlement  v/ith  the  United 
States  uni  )ss  it  could  be  p  ersuaded  to  reconsldor  its  nowly- 
adopted  extreme  stand.  I  had  folt  earlier  that  war  ne^d  not 
be  the  consequence  of  -a  failure  of  nogotlat Ions ;  I  had  been 
overruled,  and  submitted.  But  no’v  It  was  a  far  broader  question. 

Tie  very  -xistencj  of  th.  Japines-  nit  Ion  v/as  at  stake,  and  I 

was  compelled  to  agree  that  w-  must  wave  war,  whatever  the 

prospects,  unljss  Amelia'’  "  euld  rec  -nsider.  At  the  Liaison 

Confer.;nc^  of  27  NevjMbe’',  ryo'-w  n-aJ  agreed  on  this,  and 

tliero  was  no  dissentliig  voiee  '  >  the  p-*  position  that  v;o  must  , 

go  to  war.  The  ad  j.-ur-nyd  wl  ^h  tho  decision  to  present 

tho  recommandati  an  to  an  -mp  "1  ai  ton*’  ncj 

I, 

71.  Tlau  Liaison  '-ogf . wq  e  c'aci''i-'n  a^’+-er  consent  by  the 

Cabinet  moetin^  af  th^  loll'wing  d'-y.  p-'. rented  to  tho 

Imperial  Cor.far-jnce  af  ?  D.-  'V'~  n'  '•*n  1  v;-as  i-h.re  approved,  tho 
general  f.  >lirc  being  Lh^t  J-r:  an  ’  iJ  r  a  alt  amitlvo  but  to 
resort  to  s :-lf-d  ;i  ^nc~  v-n  L  ■ ..^rn  Lhor  .  ’'as  a  neatlng  of 
the  Elder  Statasmon,  or  ex  •?i:-c..iiv.:’s .  cancernln."  which  there 
l:as  been  s  ime  testimony.  Th>ji*j  was  n  morning  meeting  called  by 
the  Oovarnm-nt,  and  an  afternaen  audience  with  tho  Lmporor.  At 
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tl'  r.'jrnln'*  th^'r.  v.jtv-  jxplimtl'vns  midj  to  tho  Lldor  I 

St<it-smon  oy  tlu  Proinljr  \nd  othor  cobinat  ministers;  tho  ; 

Frjr.ior's  of  thj  raisons  compjllln^  Jnpon  to  rosort  to  vnr, 

rrtlnj  v.-os  corfln-d  to  th.  Jqp^n.js  .-Am-irlcin  nopot  lot  Ions,  ond 

VMS  •■'lv)n  in  dotoll;  ox-Pr  ;ir.ljrs  Wakitsukl  ond  ^ii^ota  alono 

midJ  Inqnirios  concernin'  the  ne^otiotlons,  which  I  ansv/orod 

fully,  os  has  bo^n  testiflod  to  by  \dmiral  Okada  (Exhibit  No. 

>229).  No  ono  prosjnt  ^xprass;d  tho  vIjw  that  the  Amorican 
proposal  should  bo  occopted,  't  the  afto”r.crr  mo-otlnc,  hold 
in  tho  prjgjnc  i  'f  tho  E.nporor,  Frlnco  Knmo  ospoci-olly  statod 
that  he  woa  fully  Ini’ o.’ii.-d  concorninp  tho  j^ot  lotions  and 
approvod  ^f  tho  eff  orts  of  tho  iiovornniont .  Mo  said  that  ho 
ar*rojd  that  thoro  was  no  hopo  for  tho  norroll'' tl  )ns,  in  viovr 
of  tho  rocont  Unit-.d  States  proposal,  but  /'.udor.d  v/huthor 
thoro  was  no  way  by  porsovoranco  to  avert  war.  Tho  Promior 
ropliod  that  tho  matter  had  bjon  thought  ovor  apain  and  apain 
and  studied  most  jarnostly  by  us,  and  that  the  conclusion  was 
that  there  vms  no  atlur  course  than  war. 

72.  On  1  Djcomber  th  actual  decision  to  comnunco  tho 
war  was  made,  by  the  Imperial  Conf.r-nco  called  for  tho  purpos 
Those  pr-jsant  war.  all  members  of  tlu  Cabinet,  Chlofs  and 
Vice-Chiefs  of  Army  and  Navy  General  Staffs,  tho  Clilef  Cabinet 
Secretary,  Directors  of-Mllitary  and  Naval  \ffairs  Bureaus, 
and  the  President  of  the  Privy  Cauncil.  train  o5cplanation3 
wore  made  'ey  the  Premier  (Exhibit  No.  295U)  ^f  the  circums¬ 
tances  compellin':  us  to  30  to  v-ar,  and  by  me  of  the  nap^tiations 
and  tlie  impossibility  of  continuing  th>m  after  the  26  November 
note  (Exhibit  ^'^o.  2955)*  Explanation  of  various  other  natters 
by  tha  oth.r  Cabinet  ministers  and  the  Hiph  Command  followed. 

There  v/as  than  unanimous  ipreement  on  the  necessity  of  rolnp 
to  v/ar. 

75.  Even  with  the  formal  decision  taken  to  po  to  war, 
there  remained  s-^me  hope,  faint  though  it  was,  of  roachlnp  a 
solution  throu-’h  diplomacy.  Japan  had  nothlnr  new  to  off  or; 
but  thoro  always  ronalnod  tLo  posolblllty  that,  ospoclally  if 
wo  took  a  str  'n’  stand---by  manlfostiny  no  Intontlon  to  ylold 
to  tho  Amorican  domands  •■•the  United  States  would  repont  of  tho 
finality  with  which  Its  latest  position  had  closod  norotlatlons 
and,  bolnv  willin'  to  aako  a  "\toaco  with  honor”  for  both  sides, 
would  roconsldor.  For  this  reason  I  urpad  our  "tmbassadors  In 
V/ashinpton  to  do  v/hit  they  could  to  obtain  \merican  reconsi¬ 
deration,  and  so  reported  to  the  Llalspn  Conference.  Prior  to 
tho  decision  for  VMr  of  1  Docomber,  of  course,  I  had  already  ' 

Instructed  the  Ambassadors  not  to  let  negotiations  lapse,  which 
wauld  have  made  contain  the  war  which  up  to  then  was  only  pro¬ 
bable.  P’or  continuing  tho  nepotiitions  in  the  only  way  that  ) 

I  could  see  open  I  am  now  charped  with  deceit  and  perfidy, 
with  havlnn  kept  up  a  prjt^nce  only  to  pain  time  to  cloak  tho 
military  preparations  which  were  polnp  forward.  I  havo  at¬ 
tempted  to  make  it  clear  that  it  was  never,  at  any  time,  on 
our  side,  a  question  of  c-iiniri'.:  time,  but  that  rather  I  had 
tho  constant  strupple  to  prevent  precipitate  action  by  tho 
military  Ki'^h  Commands-- and  not  only  I,  but  my  predecessors  had 
had  this  strupple  throujaeut  tho  Jipanoso • \morican  nopotiations, 
to  defer  mllitaryi  action  an’,  keep  nopotlatlons  r'^lny.  It  seems 
to  me  yet  that,  ^.v  jn  v/hen  war  had  been  actually  docidod  on,  I 
would  have  been  a  trait jr  to  ny  profession  had  I  not  tried  to 
take  advantage  of  any  last  hopo  for  a  peaceful  settlemontj 
and,  as  has  already  been  testified  (Exhibits  Nog,  809  and  2915), 

I  had  secured  tho  commitment  of  the  Hiph  Command  that  if  by 
any  chanco  an  apreemont  could  yet  bo  rjachod,  all  military 
plans  would  be  canceled. 
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7!' .  Moanwfcile,  thoro  rorminod  tho  important  questions 
of  proV-' dure --how  and  whon  to  notify  tho  commoncoraont  of  hos- 
tllitlos  if  wo  obtained  no  r-considoration  from  the  United 
Stat 'S  anJ  had  to  carry  out  the  plan  for  war.  Those  questions 
of  procoduro  camo  up  at  the  first  Liaison  Conforonco  f ollov.-lnr 
the  Imperial  Conference.  \t  this  mootin/;  I  asked  whon  opera¬ 
tions  would  commence.  General  Su'j'lyama.  Chief  of  the  \rmy 
Oonoral  Staff,  said,  "about  next  Sunday".  I  thereupon  said  that 
it  Y.'as  appropriate  that  tho  usual  and  customary  procedure  be 
followed  in  regard  to  notifyinr,  the  commencement  of  hostilities, 
which  I  hod  assiimed  would  be  done  as  a  matter  of  course.  I 
was  immediately  mot,  )’.ov.'evor,  with  the  statement  by  vdmlral 
Nayam,  Chief  of  the  Naval  Gonoral  Staff,  that  the  Navy  wi shot!  ^ 
to  carry  out  a  surprise  attack,  and  by  the  demand  by  Vice-Chief 
Its  that  the  nof^oti ati ons  bo  l:.ft  untormlmted,  in  order  that 
the  Y/ar  be  stnrted'with  the  maximum  possiblo  eff ectivenoss . 

I  rejected  this  suf:2estion,  roplyinp,  that  it  was  contrary  to 
the  usual  practice  and  highly  improper,  and  that  such  conduct 
would  be  disadvantareous  biciune,  evon  if  we  wore  f'oih^  to 
v/ar,  there  would  be  a  time  v/hen  the  war  would  come  to  an  ond 
•and  we  would  be  a  nation  at  peace  a^ain,  and  we  should  think 
of  our  national  honor  and  repute  afainst  that  day  boforo  com- 
mittlnp  Irresponsible  acts  at  the  war’s  bofrinning.  I  had 
rocoived  a  telecTam  from  our  Ambassadors  In  V/ashington  actually 
discussing  this  very  point  and  urging  that  If  Japan  was  going 
to  resort  to  "freodom  of  action"  a  notification  of  the  breaking 
off  of  negotiations  should  bo  given  also  in  Washington  (Exhibit 
No,  29)',9);  and  I  quoted  this  to  the  mooting  to  show  that  my 
sugg -stlon  v;as  the  natural  and  normal  one  and  that  notification 
Was  absolutely  necessary  as  a  matter  of  international  good 
faith.  However,  \dmlral  Nagano  continued  to  contend  strongly 
that  if  wo  were  to  go  to  war  v/e  must  win.  None  among  the 
members  camo  to  my  support;  which  is  perhaps  the  best  explana¬ 
tion  for  the  fact  that  none  of  them  now  remembers  this  alter¬ 
cation.  I  v/as  disgusted  by  the  Navy '  s ‘position,  and  took  the 
5.nltiative  in  adjournin-g  the  Conference,  without  any  decision’s 
having  been  reached.  Immediately  upon  my  arising  from  my  soat 
\dr.iiral  Ito  came  to  my  place  and  pleaded  with  mo  to  understand 
the  difficult  position  of  the  Navy,  and  suggested  that  in  any 
event  the  netice  breaking  off  nogotiatl ons ,  if  one  must  be 
given,  be  given  to  the  American  ^mbassador  in  Tokyo,  rather 
than  in  Washington.  I  refused,  and  we  parted  without  any 
Qi^roemcnt.  I  felt,  nevorhteless ,  that  he  recognized  that  the 
Navy  v/ould  have  to  agree  to  giving  somowhero  a  notification 
of  termination  of  negotiations  before  attacking. 

75.  Upon  the  opening  of  the  following  Liaison  Conference 
Admiral  Ito  announced  that  the  Navy  had  no  objection  to  de¬ 
livering  the  notlflcatien  of  termination  of  the  negotiations 
In  ’"’ashington,  and  roquested  that  the  notice  bo  delivered  at 
12*50  P.M.  ,  7  Docomber,  V/ashington  time.  No  one  opposed.  I 
Inquired  whothjr  that  would  leave  a  sufficient  time  before  at¬ 
tack,  and  he  said  that  It  would.  (I  shall  explain  presently 
my  conception  of  "a  sufflclint  time".)  It  was  thoreforo  so 
agrw-ed.  My  feeling  was  that  after  a  hard  struggle  I  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  stopping  the  Navy’s  demand,  but  had  stopped  it  at 
the  ultimate  limit  of  international  law.  Since  the  end  of  the 
war--or,  more  preclsoly,  since  the  beginning  of  this  trial-- 
tho  Navy  has  taken  the  line  that  nothing  was  evor  further  from 
their  intention  than  to  ironnt  a  "surprise  attack"  against  the 
United  States.  It  is  clear  that  ray  testimony  on  this  point, 
as  in  some  oth^r  particulars  of  events  leading  up  to  the  Pacific 
war.  Is  in  conflict  with  that  of  other  defendants.  The  decision 

-35- 


PURL :  http  ://www.  legal- tools .  org/doc/c  8d284/ 

_  »  I _ 


Dif.  Doc. .  No,  2927 

bot'"e;in  us  is,  of  cours.-,  for  tlio  Trlbuml.  I  hive  fourht 
ti-roiv^hout  B:y  life  for  whit  I  thought  wos  rl  -ht,  *md  now  nt  th 
end  of  It  I  on  <ic toi'rlnod ,  for  the  bbJ:q  of  history  is  well  as 
tho  "'ur^'oroa  of  this  Tribunal,  to  tho-bt.st  of  tny  ability  and 
.-’ecoll-;ction  to  t^ll  tho  i''ull  truth  is  it  is  known  to  mo, 
nolthor  ittui.jptinr  to  ovido  rospons ibil Ity  which  is  nine  nor 
iccjntin'’  th-'t  which  others  would  transfer  to  mo. 

76.  This  may  bo  th >  opportune  tlmo  to  explain  my  undor- 

standinr  of  tha  int ornation  li  law  In  regard  to  tho  question 
of  commencomont  of  hostill^ios.  I  am  no  scholar  of  intor- 
mtlonal  la-v.  bot  of  coursj  as  a  diplomat  throurhout  life  I 
hivo  mido  s.''mo  Si.<Hly  of  subject,  and  Ir  Docombor  19^1  I 

saw  the  matter  as  follov/s.  \s  I  h'»vo  attempted  to  make  clear, 
ny  feilinp;,  like  that  of  all  others  concerned  in  tho  decision 
to  w-ar^o  war  ac'ilnst  tho  United  Status  and  the  British  Empire, 
was  thit  tho  war  was  one  of  s jlf-dofenco--cloarly  so  under  tho 
broad  Interpretation  of  thj  scope  of  tho  ripht  of  solf-defenco 
laid  down  by  the  United  States  in  those  very  Japaneso-Amorlcan 
no('otlatlen8--and  I  was  awaru  that  opinion  existed  that  a  war 
of  aolf -defence  required  no  r.lvin-,  of  a  declaration  of  war, 

I  know  for  example  thit  when  Ha.'Uu  Convention  III  was  con¬ 
sidered  in  the  Peace  Conference  of  I907  the  Vmerlcan  delocato, 
General  Porter,  specially  stated  that  the  policy  of  the  United 
States  invested  the  President  v.'lth  tho  povrer  to  exercise  tho 
rlwht  of  national  self-defence  at  any  time  and  place — and 
that  tho  United  States  did  not,  apparently,  regard  the  Con¬ 
vention  as  applicable  In  such  case,  as  was  demonstrated  when 
the  punitive  expedition  was  sent  to  Mexico  in  I916  without 
tho  declarlnc  of  war  by  tho  Con(T:ress,  it  being  explained  as 
an  act  of  self -dof once.  I  know  also  that  Secretary  of  State 
Kellogg#  In  note  to  all  tho  nations  participant  in  the 
Kallogg-Brland  Pact,  had  said  that  tho  rir:ht  of  solf-defonce 
was  above  treaty  provisions.  But  since  international  agroe- 
munts  did  In  thoir  wording  provide  for  ( thougja  international 
practice  had  largely  ignored)  the  giving  of  a  notice  as  tho 
normal  course,  I  thought  it  better  in  every  v/ay  that  that 
course  should  be  followed  oven  in  a  case  whore  it  ml,ght  bo 
superfluous,  rather  than  that  there  should  be  any  quostion  of 
Japan’s  good-faith  observance  of  international  morality. 

77.  The  notice  v/hich  v;e  proposed  to  and  did  serve  upon 
the  United  States  v;as  not  in  terms  a  declaration  of  war.  I 
considered  a  notice  of  termination  of  negotiations  to  be  suf¬ 
ficient,  and  a  compliance  with  international  law  in  the  situa¬ 
tion  of  that  time,  for  the  following  reasons.  Tho  Hull  note 

of  26  November  wo  regarded  as  being  boyond  any  possible  quostion 
an  ultimatum  from  the  United  States  —  it  offered  to  Japan  the 
alternatives  of  abject  surrender  or  war.  Japan’s  answer  to 
the  \mjrlcan  ultlmatxjra,  rojectin^  it,  we  felt  to  be  sufficient 
as  a  notification  that  hostilities  would  be  resorted  to,  and 
in  of  feet  a  declaration  of  v.'ar.  It  soomed  to  mo,  in  considering 
and  approving  the  form  of  the  final  noto,  that  it  was  in  any 
point  of  view  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war:  tha  expres¬ 
sion  "the  earnest  hope  of  tho  Japanose  Oovorrnent  to  preserve 
and  promote  the  peace  ef  the  Pacific  ,  .  .has  finally  been 
lost'',  I  thought,  clearly  impnrtoci  that  peann  war  ended,  with 
war  to  follov/.  I  .did  noc  fool  tna^  ’  a  ■  J-tcument  would  have 
boon  made  any  more  unoqulvr  c"!  ly  a  do'ia:  tl-n  of  war  by  the 
inclusion  in  it  of  such  stock  ph^’a  .  .«  ar  -'tate  of  war  exists 
between  our  countries"  or  the  roso/v'.oior  of  "freedom  of  action 
which  \dmlral  Oka  has  testified  th.o  ho  po’^posed  (and  v;hich, 
by  tho  way,  I  nev.or  saw  or  hoard  of);  they  would  only  have 
emphasized  the  obvious.  Th.j  note  as  it  stood  being  moro  plainly 
a  declaration  of  war  than  the  "ultimatum"  contemplated  by  Hague 
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Convention  III,  there  wop  no  room  for  such  phroseologias.  So 
far  a*'  I  rcnof'.bor,  the  opinion  is  universally  h3la  omonf; 
int  rnatloml-low  scholars  thit  no  spjciol  form  of  words  is 
noco^sirv  for  a  documont  to  constitute  a  doclaratlon  of  war, 
but  that  any  lanf,ua,rro  was  sufficient  which  unequivocally  ox- 
orosood  the  intention  (it  was  clearly  in  my  mind  that  one  of 
tho  iriQst  rocont  cases,  France's  declaration  of  war  acainst 
Gorman''  In  1959,  ?‘ranco  notified  only  the  carrying  out  of  hor 
obll-’atlons  to  Poland).  But,  over  and  above  all  technical 
ouj'^tion*’  it  hal  boon  unmistakably  clear  for  some  time  in 
Jauan  that  rupture  of  th  noGotiatlons  would  lead  to  war, 
and  I  have  no  cioubt  that  it  was  so  understood  in  the  United 
5tat'®  0*5  'veil.  Hence  wo  drew  the  notification  in  tho  form  of 
a  br.' akin— off  of  nopot  la  tions ,  which  the  Liaison  Conference 
had  authorized,  and  which  was  drawn  in  the  full  confidence 
that  It  v;ould  be  understood  as  a  declaration  of  war. 

78.  Tho  draft  of  this  final  notification  had,  except 
for  its 'final  oart,  already  been  drawn,  in  the  days  after 
0^  recoin?  of*  the'Unlt.J  States'  note  of  tho  26th.  It  was 
actually  written,  of  course,  by  tho  imorican  Buroau  of  the 
Porel.an  .Ministry;  but  its  contents  wor..  those  dictated  by 
tho  decisions  of  the  Liaison  Conference.  .ftor  drafting  by 
tho  Forelrn  Ministry  in  accordance  with  those  decisions,  tho 
note  was  revised  on  the  basis  of  tho  opinions  of  tho  Army  and 
Navy  officials  interested;  but  tho  details  of  this  havo  boon 
tostlflod  to,  and  I  nood  ,not  repeat  them.  Tho  draft  noto  as 
ovontually  agrood  upon  was  distributed  to  the  members  of  tho 
Liaison  Conf eronco  at  tho  mooting  on  ii  Docomber,  and  approved 
by  them,  and  also,  no  ono  dissontlng,  by  the  Cabinet  meeting 
of  the  9th,  v/hen  I  orally  reported  on  the  contents. 


79.  In  the  aftornoon  of  5  Dcfcamber  tho  Vlco-Chiofs  of 
tho  \rmy  and  Navy  General  Staffs,  Gonoral  Tanabe  and  \dmiral 
Ito, called  on  mo.  Upon  ontjrlng  my  offlco  \dmlral  Ito  stated 
that  it  was  tho  dosire  of  tho  High  Command  to  postpone  dollvory 
of  tho  final  note  In  Y/ashlngton  from  12:50,  as  previously 
arroed  upon,  to  1  o'clock,  and  asked  my  consent.  I  foared 
that  the  time  between  notification  and  attack  might  bo  nado  _ 
too  short,  and  askod  why  the  change  was  desired.  \dmlral  Ito 
said  that  he  ncedad  tho  postponomont  only  because  of  his  own 
miscalculation  of  the  time.  General  Tanabo  said  that  tho 
irmy's  operations  would  commonce  after  those  of  the  Navy.  I 
askod  how  much  time  was  needed  bot’.voon  notification  and  attack, 
but  was  told  that  the  operational  plans  woro  secret  and  could 
not  bo  disclosed.  I  then  insisted  on  knowing  whethor  tho  pro¬ 
posed  arrangement  left  an  adequate  time  before  the  attack, 

and  uuon  recelvinr;  \dmiral  Ito’s  assurance  that  it  did,  I  agrood 
to  th‘j  change.  On  leaving,  \dmiral  It5  rsmarkod  that  ho  hoped 
tho  note  would  not  bo  dispatched  to  tho  Embassy  too  early; 
but  I  replied  that  it  ha’,  to  bo  so  sont  as  to  insure  delivery 
to  its  dostlnatlon  at  th-j  tlmo  fixed.  Tho  agroement  to  change 
tho  hour  of  delivery  was  reported  to  tho  Liaison  Conference  by 
\dmlral  Ito  on  tho  6th.  No* one  opposed  this,  and  it  was  ap¬ 
proved.  \t  the  same  mootin',  --dmiral  Nagano,  Chief  of  tho 
Naval  Gonoral  Staff,  said  that  this  was  a  very  important  note 
and  should  be  delivered  to  S.;cretary  Hull  personally.  It  oc- 
ciorred  to  me  that  the  Sacretary  might  well  havo  other  plans  for 
lunch-time  on  a  Sunday, so  I  promised  to  order  it  done  if 
possible — v/hlch  was  ordered  (Exhibit  No.  1218). 

80.  I  have  montion:d  abov.  my  conception  of  "a  sufficient 
time".  I  was  well  aware  that  the  conference  which  adoptod  tho 
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Iloj-uo  Convention  hed  debited  fully  ind  finally  rejected  o 
proooEil  to  fix  1  definite  tine  for  -idvonco  notification  of 
hos'ti litioE .  Since,  os  1  result,  many  scholars  had  stated 
tint"  ono  Minute's  advance  notice  was  sufficient,  I  felt  quite 
assured  Ihit  if  sowe  such  period  as  an  hour  were  allowed  it 
v.'ould  cornoly  with  the  rooulremont  of  the  Convention.  Not 
boinc:  as*  I*^have  said,  an  export  of  international  law,  I  not 

road  much  on  this  subjoct  in  those  days,  but  also  os” 
reciall-'^  sought  out  lepial  opinion.  I  roquestod  the  opinion, 
for  example,  of  Dr.  Tachi  Sakutaro,  ^inorally  accounted  Japan’s 
most  dlstinruishod  livin-  international  la"-  scholar,  then 
adviser  on  international  lav  to  the  For elri  Ministry.  I  had 
also  discussed  th-e  matter  lour:  before  with  J-’r.  Napaoka  Harukazu, 
who  had  been  a  member  of  the  ■‘^ocrotari at  of  the  Hague  Peace  [ 

Conference  and  Judf.e  of  the  r’ei*nanent  Coui’t  of  International 
Justice;  this  was  when  I  was  Councillor  in  Berlin  under  him 
as  Ambassador.  Both  of  these  auLhorltlos  v/ero  of  the  opinion 
that  I  was  correct  in  my  bollofs  that  a  war  of  s^lf-dofence 
required  no  glvinc  of  notice,  but  a  notice  howovor  short  was  ; 

valid  whoro  notico  was  necessary.  I  light  just  add  a  word  con-  i, 

cerning  the  KolloGg-Brland  Pact.  vs  First  Secretary  of  the 
Embassy  in  Washington  at  the  time  the  Pact  was  negotiated  I 
had  worked  on  it  and  was  thoroforo  familiar  v/ith  its  history 
and  moaning.  I  assumed  tint  tho  explanations  of  Secrotary 
Kollogf'  concerning  the  non-applicability  of  tho  Pact  to  a 
situation  of  self-dofonco,  and  tho  reservations  of  the  right 
of  solf-dofence  made  by  various  Governments  before  their  rati¬ 
fications  of  the  Pact  and  not  taken  exception  to  by  any  other 
si-^natory  power,  clearly  imported  that  that  Pact  likewise  was 
not  applicable  in  the  case  of  Japan's  war  against  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain. 

81.  vftor  the  final  note  had  been  approved  by  Liaison 
Conference  and  Cabinet,  I  gave  instructions  that  it  should  be 
cabled  to  'Vashlngton  in  good  time,  together  with  Instructions 
to  the  \mbassador  to  make  all  necessary  preparations  for  its 
delivery  at  the  time  agreed  upon.  The  Tribunal  has  hoard 
full  evidence  concerning  this  question,  as  well  as  how  the  de¬ 
lay  occurred  in  making  deliveri,  and  I  should  like  merely  to 
ryfer  to  that  ovidenco  as  showing  that  all  that  was  possible 
was  done  In  Tolcyo  to  insure  proper  delivery,  and  that  tho  delay 
was  not  caused,  dolie.ratoly  or  negligently,  by  any  action 
tal:en  by  mj  or  anyone  in  ^okyo  (Exhibits  Nos.  2964,  2967  and 
2970).  I  naturally  learned,  however,  from  \morlcan  radio 
'broadcasts  soon  aftar  tho  commencement  of  the  war,  that 
apparently  there  had  been  mismanagomont  In  Washington.  I 
learned  ovun  sooner  that  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  took  place 
at  about  twenty  minutes  after  the  time  when  the  note  should 
have  been  delivjrod,  and  a  few  days  after  the  outbreak  of  tho 
war  whan  Vico-Chiof  of  tho  Naval  General  Staff  Ito  explained 
tho  matter  to  mo  I  protested  to  him  that  If  the  attack  was  to 
follow  so  soon  on  the  notification,  I  saw  no  reason  for  the 
Navy  to  have  objected  to  notification  in  the  first  place.  His 
reply  was  evasive-- to  the  effect  that  "I  am  sorry  for  j^ou;  we 
cut  it  too  fine".  \  short  while  after  the  beginning  of  tho 
war.  In  tlu  course  of  a  conversation  with  Premier  T3j3,  tho 
subject  came  up  of  the  \morlcan  broadcasts'  having  reported  that 
our  note  h-'d  been  delivered  lite--after  the  beginning  of  hosti¬ 
lities.  "jb  had  both  bo*jn  dismayed  and  displeased  at  this  report, 
and  I  mentioned  that  it  was  unfortunate,  if  true,  ospe#lally  in 
view  of  the  great  propaganda  value  to  oer  enemies  of  such  an 
Incident,  and  that  it  was  being  so  used  by  thorn.  I  recall  that 
the  Premier  said  "I  wonder  hov/  such  a  delay  could  have  taken  : 
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ploco?  Con  It  bo  thot  tho  Unltjd  Stoto?  Itsolf  doloyod  tho 
djlivory?"  I  onsv.'jrod  tbot  I  did  not  boliovo  that,  but  thot, 
nlnco  no  coinmunic  ition  could  bo  hod  v/ith  \inbas  sod  or  Nomura, 
v.'o  v/ould  ^h. ovj  to  Y.'ait  to  loom  V  ow  tho  doloy  had  occurred 
until  ’.VO  c.oul.’l  Inquire  of  }:ira  and  tho  Embassy  staff  upon  thoir 
return  to  Japan.  In  fact,  I  p.avo  Instructions  at  that  tlno 
to  th;  Vico-Ministor  and  the  Chief  of  the  Cable  Section  to 
havo  an  inv .-sti^atlon  na’o  when  th.j  Embassy  staff  roturnod 
from  VVashini*:ton,  and  v/bon  they  arrived  in  Japan  on  20  vu^'iust 
19l;2,  I  ayain  ord  .;red  the  investif'iation  commenced  into  the 
causes  of  the  delay,  "'ithln  a  few  days  af^'or  that,  however,  I 
became  very  busy  with  the  problem  of  thj  Greater  East  Asia 
ilinlstry,  as  a  result  of  which  I  resigned  offico  on  1  September, 
without  havinj  roc  jived  a  rjport  en  the  natter.  The  invosti- 
yation  v/as  rado,  and  Its  results  have  been  testified  to 
(Exhibit  No.  290I4).  TViO  prosecution  have  introduced  into  evi¬ 
dence  a  pamphlet  (Exhibit  No.  I27OA),  printed  by  tho  Treaty 
Suroau  of  the  Foreign  Ministry,  is  evidence  that  I  had  a 
yullty  conscience  over  the  late  delivery  of  tho  final  notifi¬ 
cation  to  the  United  Stat..s  and  ettomptjd  to  procure  logal 
opinion  to  Justify  it.  Not  only  was  that  pamphlet  prepared 
without  my  direction  or  Icnowledgo;  not  only  did  I  never  see 
it  v/hilo  I  VMS  Foreign  Minister;  but  it  is  wholly  unnecesary 
for  mo  to  seek  justification  for  an  incident  which  occurred  in 
violation  of  my  orders,  bef er  mce  to  tlao  preface  of  the  pam¬ 
phlet  itself  shows  that  it  was  v/holly  unofficial,  and  repro- 

s.jnted  merely  tho  individual  opinions  of  those  v/ho  prepared  it 
(Dofenso  Document  No.  291I1). 

82.  I  first  knev/  the  contents  of  President  Roosevelt's 
moss ago  of  7  ^0 comber  to  tho  Emperor  at  around  12:50  \.M.  of 
the  8th,  when  vmbassador  Grow  called  on  mo.  V/e  had  hoard 
su''(.;estlons  durin.y  the  day  of  the  7th  that  such  a  mossaco  was 
on  the  way,  and  I  had  had  inquirlos  made  to  try  to  locate  it 
(Exhibits  Nos,  2960  and  2965),  but  had  learned  nothing  until 
at  about  10:(!>0  at  niyht  imbassador  Urew  called  to  say  that  he 

had  an  important  messa.ye  which  was  being  decoded,  and  would 

like  to  call  as  soon  as  the  Job  could  be  finished.  He  did 
call  soon  after  midnight;  ho  Informed  me  of  tho  arrival  of 
th:  President's  mossa.ge,  asked  an  audience --whicVi  I  told  Mm 
”;ould  havj  to  be  arranged  throu-yh  the  Imporlal  Household 
Ministry  but,  it  being  midnight,  it  could  not  bo  said  when  It 
could  bo  granted — and  loft  a  copy  of  tho  message  V’ith  mo, 
taking  his  doparturo  after  about  fifteen  minutes.  I  Immodlatoly 
ordered  a  translation  prepared;  and,  the  matter  being  an  im¬ 
portant  ane,  I  called  tho  Imperial  Household  ‘'‘Inistor,  I»lr. 
Matsudalra  Tsuneo,  told  him  that  the  moss  aye  from  President 
Roosevelt  to  tho  Emperor  had  come  throui^.  Mr.  Grow,  who  v/antod 
to  have  an  audiencj  to  submit  It  to  tho  Emperor,  and  asked  him 
liow,  in  \1jw  of  the  fact  that  it  was  tho  middle  of  the  night, 

I  should  pr.oceed.  He  told  me  that  I  should  talk  with  the' 

Lort!  Keepjr  of  the  Privy  Seal,  the  matter  being  political.  I 
then  called  Marquis  Kldo,  v/ho  suggested  that  I  consult  tho 
Premier,  and  said  that  thj  Emperor  would  receive  me  oven  at 
such  a  time.  The  translation  being  ready  about  1:50,  I  called 
on  Premier  To Jo  at  his  official  residonco;  he  said  that  a 
message  of  such  contents  would  do  no  good.  I  left  him,  re¬ 
turned  to  my  residence  to  chan  0  clothing  for  the  audience, 
and  started  at  about  2:50  for  the  Falaoo^,  where  I  arrived  at 
about  2:1^0.  Tiiore  I  met  Marquis  iildo  in  the  waiting-room,  and 
had  a  throo-  or  f our-. linutes '  talk  with  him  before  my  audience, 
tolling  him  the  contents  of  tho  telegram;  then  v/as  received 
in  auUoncc  from  5  to  5j15»  I  reported  tho  matter  to  the 
Emperor  and  received  his  ansv/er,  and  left,  returning  to  my  rosl- 
denco  at  about  5*50. 
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85.  Tho  rollov'in~  inornlnc  Ambassador  Grow  called  on  mo 
around  7;30--I  had  ordered  arrangements  made  to  sec  him  at  6, 
but  the  arrancements  v;ora  reported  delayed  by  difficulty  in 
nakinc*  telephonic  connection  with  him--and  I  gave  him  the 
Emperer's  answer  to  tho  President's  messaGO,  as  well  as  a  copy 
for  his  reference  of  our  final  note.  Tho  war  having  then,  of 
course,  already  started,  tho  \mbassador  never  formally  de¬ 
livered  the  President's  message  to  the  Emperor.  Before  tho 
interview  with  Mr.  Grov/  I  had  heard  that  radio  broadcasts  of 
tho  commencement  of  the  war  and  the  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor 
had  boon  made  by  Imperial  Headquart ei’s  at  6;  and  naturally 
assuming  that  the  Ambassador  had  received  the  information, 
i  made  no  mention  in  my  conversation  v'ith  him  of  the  state  of 
war,  but  expressed  as  my  farewell  words  my  appreciation  of  his 
efforts  for  the  negotiations  and  my  rorret  at  tho  precipitation 
of  such  a  state  of  Japan jse- \morican  rolntlons.  It  has  since 
been  charged  that  I  v/as  ongaGed  in  decolvlng  Mr.  Grow;  but  it 
should  bo  sufficient  to  point  out  that  I  could  have  had  no 
motive  for  doing  so  at  that  time  wljdh  tho  commencement  of  hos¬ 
tilities  had  boon  published  to  the  v/orld.  British  \mbassador 
Cralgio  follov/ed  Mr.  Grev/,  sooing  me  at  about  8  o'clock.  Hals 
visit  also  v/as  made  by  my  request,  though  tho  time  of  tho 
imbassador's  arrival  v;as  much  litor^than  planned.  To  him  also 
I  gave  a  copy  of  our  final  notj,  and  Informed  him  of  the  ces¬ 
sation  of  negotiations.  \s  my  farewell  I  thanked  him  for  his 
endeavors  for  the  Improvement  of  relations  between  our  tv/o 
countries  since  his  arrival.  I  thought  that  both  these  inter¬ 
views  were  understood  to  bo  farowoll  greetings. 

GJ+.  Regarding  the  delay  in  delivery  to  Ambassador  Grew 
of  the  President's  telegram,  I  had  no  knowledge  at  the  time. 

Tho  testimony  riven  in  tho  Tribunal  has  disclosed  that  in¬ 
coming  and  outgoing  diplomatic  messages  wore  dolayod  by  tho 
Ministry  of  Communications  at  the  request  of  the  \rmy  General 
Staff;  but  neither  of  those  or  anlzatlons  consulted  me  nor, 
so  far  as  I  knov/,  the  Foreign  Ministry  in  the  matter,  nor  had 
I  any  knov/ledge  that  the  delay  was  being  effected.  I  had 
heard  from  Ambassador  Nomura  of  the  press  report  that  such  a 
message  had  beon  sent  by  th^;  President,  even  bofors  v/hich 
(having  gotten  such  nows  from  tho  press  services)  I  had  in¬ 
quired  of  him  concerning  it,  and  had  had  my  subordinates  Inoulro 
ef  the  Ministry  of  the  Imperial  Household  on  tho  supposition 
that  the  messagj  ml^ht  have  been  directed  to  the  Emperor 
personally.  However,  as  I  say,  I  was  able  to  get  no  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  it  until  Ambassador  Grev/  reported, 

85*  The  question  has  arisen  v/hy  our  final  notification 
v/as  not  served  on  tha  '^evornment  of  Great  Britain  as  v/oll  as 
that  of  the  United  States.  The  Liaison  Conference  decision 
that  a  notification  of  breaking  off  negotiations  would  bo 
delivered  in  Washington  of  course  excluded  the  delivering  of  a 
declaration  of  war  in  London.  There  v/as,  moreover,  reason  .to 
expect  that  the  ceurso  chosen  would  be  equally  effective.  In 
the  latter  stages  af  the  negoti ations--or  at  all  events  from  tho 
tine  that  I  became  Foreign  Minister — relations  with  Groat  Brltalr 
wore  naturally  considered.  Throughout  the  whole  of  tho  nego¬ 
tiations  v/lt.h  the  United  States  rm  the  assumption  that  to  any 
agreement  to  be  concluded  with  It  thy  British* and  Dutch  (and  of 
course  tha  ^Chinopo’i  G-  vorrr' Aits  w  uld  bocpia»  yortiyp,  or*  that 
simultaneous  settlements  of  outstanding  problems  of  Pacific 
interest  v/ould  b.  made  with  thuti.  I  therefore  from  time  tr 
time  inquired  concernin'  this  point  not  only  of  the  Unltod  Stat  • 
Government  and  \mb.ass  a  Jor,  but  also  of  the  British  \mbasador, 
the  answer  invariably  being  th-<t  tho  settlement  of  all  such 
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matters  wauld  bj  mana,:'jd  by  tho  United  Stites  Gov3rnm:<nt,  which 
would  keep  tho  British  ind  other  intorjstod  Govjrnmonts  In¬ 
formed.  I  wos  aware  also  of  Prime  Minister  Churchill's  speech 
of  10  November  19i|l»  which  ho  had  prorclsod  that  hostillti;s 
between  Japan  and  the  United  States  would  be  followed  automa¬ 
tically  by  those  with  Britain.  The  Tribunal  has  already  seen 
the  evidence  of  these  facts  (Exhibits  Nos.  2956,  2918,  2957, 
2958,  etc.).  It  v/as  therefore  evident  that  any  notification 
to  be  :5lven  In  connection  with  tho  noGotlatlons  ml"ht  properly 
be  Given  to  tho  United  States  alone,  relying  upon  It  to  Inform 
tho  powers  associated  wltla  It  and  for  whom  it  had  acted  as 
representative. 

86.  The  prosocution  arcuo.  that  I  am  convicted,  by  a 
variety  of  evidences,  of  doublo-deallnG  in  carrylnc  on  the 
Japanese- \merlcan  noGotlatlons  while,  as  they  charGo,  I  was 
socrotly  taklnc  part  In  the  makinc  of  plans  for  war.  I  havo 
already  described  as  accurately  as  I  am  ablo  to  my  actions 
and  my  thouphts  and  intantlons  of  the  seven  weeks  of  my 
forelGn  ministership  prior  to  the  war;  but,  lost  my  silence 
bo  taken  as  admission  of  tho  charges,  I  must  deal  also  v'lth 
a  ntunber  of  minor  points.  First  of  these  Is  tho  consular 
reports  of  shlppinG  from  various  ports  of  \morlca,  tho  Indies 
and  olsowhero,  v.hlch  wjpj  addrossed  to  me  In  response  to  re¬ 
quests  which  had  yone  ^ut  over  ray  name.  Evidence  has  already 
boon  given  that  these  were  routine  matters  v/hlch  wore  managed 
by  subordinates  of  the  "‘inlstry  (Exhibit  No.  2915).  I  do 
wish,  however,  to  take  the  occasion  to  deny  specifically  that 
I  over  had  any  knowledrre  of  the  subject  other  than  the  fact 
that  such  routine  was  followed,  and  to  state  that  none  of 
the  mossafes  in  question  ever  came  to  my  attention. 

By  production  of  Exhibit  No.  2975,  a  draft  of  proposed 
policy  drawn  by  some  i’erjign  Ministry  subordinate  official, 
the  prosecution  have  attempted  to  show,  I  suppose,  that  tho 
Porelcn  Ministry  or  tho  Porel  :n  Minister  had  tho  intention  of 
continuing  negotiations  as  a  sham.  Inasmuch  as  this  document 
Is  one  of  a  very  largo  number  of  the  same  type  produced  during 
the  trial,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  about  Its  slgnlf Icanco."' 
In  tho  Japanese  ministries  and  ‘o vornmental  offices  it  is 
customary  for  low-ranking  off lclal3--osroclally  those  below 
section  chief— to  prepare,  without  specific  Instructions  on 
each  occasion,  various  "studies”  or  drafts  of  policies,  notes, 
otc.,  relating  to  current  questions.  These  In  no  way  ropro- 
sont  policy  of  the  ministry;  if  occasion  arises,  the  drafts 
will  be  presented  to  responsible  officials  for  their  consldora- 
-on,  when  they  may  bo  adopted  In  toto .  servo  as  the  basis 
for  final  drafts,  or  bo  rejected.  It  Is  obvious  that  it 
would  be  oulto  out  of  the  question  for  a  foreign  minister  to 
knov/  of  all  of  these  papers.  So  far  as  concerns 
No,  2975#  ^  con  dony  thit  1  hovo  over  sojn  or  known 
of  It;  but  in  general  I  point  out  tho  fallacy  of  Indulglnr; 
any  presumption  that  a  state  mlnlstor  knows  of  such  documents 
simply  because  they  are  found  in  the  files  of  his  ministry. 

87.  I  have  already  mentioned  tho  no-separate-peaeo  agroa- 
ment  which  was  concluded  on  11  December  iqljl  among  Japan 
Germany  and  Italy  (Exhibit  No.  51).  Despite  the  ImportaAoe 
which  the  prosocution  profess  to  attach  to  this  agreement,  I 
remain  unconvinced  that  it  Is  not  a  most  natural  thing  for  a 
nation  which  expects  or  fears  to  find  Itself  at  war  to  take 
such  measures  as  are  prudent  by  way  of  provision  for  it,  in¬ 
cluding  the  acquiring  of  as  many  allies  as  possible.  Nor  was 
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it  porfidlous  thnt  thsj  nonotiitions  for  conclusion  of  tho 
.asroomont  liecan,  as  tho  prosocutlon  havo  pointed  out,  durinf: 
tho  iTst  wook  bsforo  tho  outbreak  of  war.  Tho  probability  of 
war,  after  tho  Liaison  Conforonco  of  2P  Novombor,  was  very 
(Treat;  and  this  af;roomont  was  tho  result  of  our  doslro  to 
/rot  whatevor  assistance  v/e  could  from  tho  nations  which  waro 
in  all  likelihood  to  bo  our  co-balllceronts .  (My  own  estlninto 
of  the  amount  of  assistance  that  wo  woro  likely  to  f^et  was,  as 
I  had  said  in  tho  Liaison  Conforonco,  Quito  low,  and  so  far  as 
I  could  see  tho  main  offoct  of  a  no-separate-po ace  a/rroomont 
would  bo  what  oncouragomant  it  would  brin-:  to  our  people,  by 
warding  off  the  fooling  of  isolation.  Tho  Liaison  ionferonco, 
however,  had  decided  that  negotiation  for  it  should  bo  under¬ 
taken.)  Up  to  tho  time  of  receipt  of  tho  United  States*  26 
Novombor  note--and  oven  thereafter--!  had  refused  repeated 
requests  of  Ambassador  dtt  to  give  tho  Gormans  any  concreto 
or  dotalled  Information  concerning  the  development  of  the 
Japanese- -Worican  negotiations — no  other  course  would  havo  boon 
consistent  with  my  d'esirj  to  bring  tho  negotiations  to  success, 
after  the  \merlcan  note  made  v/ar  almost  unavoidable,  for  the 
first  time  on  30  November  I  instructed  tho  Japanese  ambassadors 
in  Berlin  and  ^‘ome  to  inform  tho  Governments  of  Germany  and 
Italy  of  the  general  outlines  of  the  negotiations  and  to  com¬ 
mence  negotiations  for  a  no-soparat e-poaco  agreement  in  the 
ovont  of  war.  In  conn  ctlon  \7ith  General  v>tt,  moreover,  I 
should  point  out  th .  absurdltv  of  such  roports  of  his  as  that 
of  5  Docombor  (Exhibit  ilo.  608)  that  any  ''leading  official"  of 
the  Foreign  Ministry  gave  him  such  misinformation  as  ho  thero 
recites  concernlnr  Japan's  intention  in  commencing  hostilities. 
No  responsible  official  of  tho  foreign  Ministry — certainly 
none  of  the  three  or  four  v/ho  v/ere  informed  on  this  subject-- 
would  have  discussed  the  matter  with  Genjral  Ott;  and  anyone 
who  told  him  as  late  as  li  Docombor  that  the  procedure  for 
opening  hostllltl-s  was  under  "deliberation*'  could  not  havo 
boon  one  of  those  fev/,  wbo  know  that  the  matter  had  boon  sot- 
tied  by  the  Liaison  Conforonco ,  The  Ambassador  of  Germany  was 
patently  taken  in  by  the  "Osslp  of  some  bureau  dirictor  who 
wished  to  appear  to  have  important  information  to  glvo  in 
confidence  on  a  matter  af  which  he  was  unlnf ormod--or  oerhaps 
tho  gonoral  was,  as  ho  has  testified  (Exhibit  No.  3503  )  to 
having  done  on  occasion,  indulging  his  imagination. 

P8.  Lastly,  on  on^  or  two  broader  questions  related  to 
tho  Pacific  war.  with  the  naval  disarmament  question  I  h.avo 
had  some  connaction.  ^Irst  was  in  1952,  in  G.jnova,  whon  as 
Socretary-Gonaral  of  thj  Japan jse  delegation  I  v/orkod  for  tho 
succes  of  tho  General  Conforenco  on  Disarmament.  Later, 

Japan's  abrogation  of  th-  Naval  Disarmamont  Treaties,  in  1955» 
and  the  wlthdrav/al  fram  the  London  Naval  Disarmament  Conforonco 
of  1936  occurred  during  my  sorvico  as  Director  of  the  Europoan- 
vslatlc  Bureau,  and  as  Juroau  Director  I  had  to  work  on  thoso 
matters  with  the  naval  offl«ials  concornod.  Tho  Navy  Ministry 
submitted  to  mo  the  draft  instruction  to  the  Japanese  dolo- 
gatlon,  based  on  the  principle  of  the  common  wpor  limit.  In 
tho  ''Vashlngton  and  London  Troatlos,  however,  Japan  had  agreed 
to  tho  ratio  principle  of  naval  limitation,  and  had  made  a 
proposal  approving  it  at  the  Gjneral  Conference  on  Disarmament 
in  Geneva,  VnTien  I  rocjiv^d  this  proposal  of  the  Navy  I  opposed 
it,  on  tho  ground  that  contending  for  the  principle  of  tho 
common  upper  limit  would  not  only  mako  an  agroomont  difficult, 
but  would  give  rise  to  suspicion  of  Japan's  intentions,  pro¬ 
bably  blocking  tho  conclusion  of  a  new  treaty,  and  thus 
enhancing  the  dang-r  of  an  armamjnts  race  and  a  war.  For  two 
or  throo  months  we  had  heated  discussions,  during  which  time  I 
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novor  apjrood  to  thj  Havy*s  propoaol.  Flmlly,  ns  "irroornant 
could  not  be  rcicbod  ot  tho  biu?  ,nu-d Ir  jctors '  lavjl,  tho 
mtt;r  went  to  thj  l.if’her  outhorltijs  for  doclsion.  ^'oroirn 
Minister  *^lrot^  odoptod  ind  spoka  for  my  viov/,  but  was  over¬ 
ruled,  ond  the  Navy’’s  proposal  bocimo  the  national  policy. 
Havln-r  failed  In  my  efforts  for  cuantltavo  disarmament,  T  con¬ 
tinued  vorklnr;  for  qualitative  limitation  and  thj  jxchan'j  of 
information  on  naval  shlp-bulldlnf ,  but  the  llavy’s  opposition 
a^aln  prevailed.  ^hrouyhout  the  controversy  the  Navy's  stand 
was  .xtremely  stroni^,  and  the  assertion  was  freoly  mado  that 
the  question  of  naval  str^n-^th  lay  within  th.-  prerof^ative  of 
the  IIlr;h  Command  and  allowed  of  no  outside  intervention. 

89.  ■^'he  prosecution  have  produced  evidence  to  show  that 

at  various  times  the  i>out‘'  Seas  Islan  3s  h  Id  by  Japan  luader 
mandate  of  the  Lj9!''Uj  of  Nations  v/ore  bein'*  fortlfijd,  con¬ 
trary  to  tho  terms  of  the  mandate.  I  suppose  that  it  is  solf- 
evldant  that  if  fortlfic  ttion  v/as  carrl.;d  on,  the  Porelc'n 
^"inlstry  had  no  part  in  it;  but  perhaps  it  "111  be  char'»od 
that  wo  v/oro  in  a  conspiracy  b.'cuse  corr  .spondence  concerning 
tho  matter  passed  through  the  ‘"inistry.  This  v.'holo  matter 
was  the  responsibility  ■'>f  th.  treaty  Ev.rjau--in  which  I  never 
served--and  I  never  had  .ny  afficial  c  e.inof  t ion  with  it  or 
knowledge  of  it;  I  •vas  t  1]  ey  ■‘^reaty  umjav  personnel  that 
the  military  authorltias  ha  3  yivon  assuran?^  that  they  had  no 
intention  of  violating':  the  terms  ef  the  mandate,  and  thore 
seemed  to  be  no  reason  to  dlsbeli  .'0  ic  ?r.  any  ovent,  the 
Foreign  lalnistry  was,  as  the  only  branch  of  the  novarnment 
which  dealt  with  othur  .'overnments ,  the  mere  channel  of  com¬ 
munication  through  v;hich  passed  tba  incuiries  made  by  the 
League  and  the  answers  received  from  the  military  and  naval 
authorities. 


V. 

V/ar-timo  Di^l^'  ac:  an'  "Greater  Sgst  .sia"  Rolatlons 


90.  Tho  scope  ef  ■'lylomacy  in  v'ar-tl.MO  was  much  restricted. 
7/lth  the  United  St  iter,  “rw^at  Britain  and  the  Nathorlands  there 
were,  of  course,  ne  dl'-l  ..  1 '.h ‘  c  relations;  with  Gamiany  and 
Italy  questions  of  war  vo->  .  uopurmost.  There  remained,  in 
effect,  the  cujstions  anl.  ef  >ur  rjlatlons  with  the  USSR, 
the  coaantrles  of  P.ast  .si  -  and  South  Im^rlcan  countrios,  and 

of  diplomatic  preparaf.  far  the  eventual  restoration  of  peace. 

91.  I  have  already  .jentlonod  the  tendency  not  to  pay 
due  regard  to  the  dlpdomitic  function,  which  had  been  in-* 
creasing  from  same  years  before  the  war.  ”ar  inevitably 
Intensified  this  con  31  tlon--but  dlpZoiaacy,  it  seomad,  was 
expected  not  only  to  pl^y  ^  seconliry  ni.,  as  '"as  natural  with 
v.'ar  in  pro^r^ss,  but  to  bo  wholly  neyleoijd.  .  sti'ikln^ 
example  of  this  tendency  came  to  li'-ht  at  the  time  of  the 
question  of  Japan's  participation  in  the  war  against  Russia. 

When  I  report ei  to  the  ..-peror  in  July  on  the  refusal  of  the 
Gorman  request  to  *  0  to  ■ ar  against  the  U  S  S  h  and  discussed 
with  him  the  steps  to  bj  taken  to  insure  tnat  his  desire  should 
bo  correctly  conveyed  te  the  German  Government,  without  inter¬ 
ference  oy  the  /•.illlt  ary  mthorltlos,  he  also,  montionod  his 
desire  to  so.;  an  jarl;>  r.storation  of  poace.  I  then  discovered 
for  the  first  tli.e  that  the  -..aporor  had  expr-ssed  this  doslro 
to  Premier  To  Jo  as  lon.g  befere  as  February,  but  neither  ho  nor 
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tho  Lord  of  frlv^  St-sl  hod  jvor  ncntionsd  It  to  !n3. 

Naodlof?!?  to  *so:\  ' u.-it .  orif  of  nill.t-iry  opont^ons  "'ora  still 
kept  3  3crot  In' 'vor-tl’Jio ,  i  •'clud  n-  tkoso  '•/>  ich  hod  Intlmoto 
conr  action  '."ith  for’ 'rn  offo:r3--tho  i'ovy,  for  kapt 

ontlraly  socrot  ova  froo  t>'0  Lniaon  Conforo^^ca  th-a  defeot 
Ot  .lid'''OJ. 


92.  Disi ^raatnont  of  viaws,  partly  over  this  quostl-^n  and 
partly  concarnad  v/lth  tho  rolicy  of  direction  of  the  rar,  had 
3 irly"  af  tor  tha  start  of  tho  vnr  developed  bot’.veon  me  and  the 
xrertiler  and  some  of  tha  other  Cabinet  ministers.  The  {•oneral 
atmospharo,  both  'vlt  in  the  t’^ver^'ment  and  outside,  was  at  that 
time  oho  of  over-optimism  broutjht  about  by  the  initial  vis- 
tories  of  the  v-ar.'  The  hrunier  and  othors  believed  that  it 
was  so  Inc  to  be  '»  lone  \var-~of  ten  4o  twenty  years'  duration-- 
and  that  it  wjuld  tike  a  Ion;,  time  for  the  bnited  States  to 
build  up  her  fichtlnc  pow.-r,  so  that,  she  would  not  be  able  to 
undertake  a  counter-of •‘'onsl ve  before  i9)'j  .  -i-nstaad  of  tryln/r, 
to  establish  *Japan  in  an  improsnabie  position,  therefore,  they 
concentrated  on' strength enlns  the  political  position  of  the 
r.overnment  by  securin';  election  of  the  candidates  for  the  Diet 
sponsored  by*^  the  Imperial  Hulo  Assistance  iHSoclatlon  In  the 
sprlnr  of  i9l;2  and  by  the  creation  of  the  Oreatar  East  Asia 
Establishment  Council"  (  from  the  purvj  ev/  of  which  military  and 
diplomatic  mittors  rar-  excluded),  and  triad  to  consolidato  the 
authority  of  the  yovernmont  by  putting  into  effect  such  measur-s 
as  those  for  roor 'ar.is  ition  of  enterprises  and  reform  of  the 
educational  system. 

95.  I  opposed  such  measures  on  the  rround  that  it  was 
premature  to  undertake  such  a  propram  with  the  'var  just 
started,  and  that  lon'’-ranr’,3  plans  should  not  be  laid  in  a  time 
of  emer'T'ancy .  to  th  i  prospoct  of  the  war,  I  felt  that  a 
lar.ye-scalo  war  of  attrition  could  not  last  longer  than  five 
or  six  years,  and  I  therefore  Insisted  that  it  v/as  urgent 
that  preparations  be  made  for  increase  of  production  and 
stabilization  of  llvinr  conditions.  I  came  Into  collision 
'•’it^  the  Premier  also  on  such  other  matters  as  the  China 
question,  in  connection  viti.  whibh  I  fpoouently  ur/yed  the 
Liaison  Conference  to  r  consider  promptly  a  fundamental  policy 
for  its  solution.  These  dlfforonces  developed,  finally  leading 
to  a  head-on  clash  and  my  rasifnation  over  fro  '^reater  East 
Asia  ‘-'inistry  question  in  September  I9U2.  But  before  cominr; 
to  that  I  should  sJ:etch  the  di  loniaty  which  I  conducted  while 
st.ll  in  office. 

9l|.*  '^'Itl  the  .Soviet  Union  I  attempted,  as  al-ays,  to 
nairtaln  the  best  nla*-'  -  s  possible.  »'‘a Intunance  of  neutrality 
v.'lt)  the  USSR  ”'afi  f*  j  fundamental  policy  of  the  f'ovornmont ; 
but  beyond  that,  from  the.  be.'rinnlnf:  of  the  Pacific  War  I  '"as 
thlnklny,  of  and  plannih^r  for  its  termination,  and  considered 
that  the  most  nroniisi*'' ■*  method  of  approach  ’"as  to  try  to  ’irinjT 
about  iausso-0 jrman  piace  as  a  preliminary  step.  I  did  in  fact 
try  as  earl;  as  19*!-2  to  set  such  a  plan  in  motion  (Defonco 
Document  ho.  27i|0). 

95*  Durlnp  ten'. re  of  office  the  Sovi  3t-Manc>‘ulcuoan 

border  was  penorally  maintained  in  peace.  In  •January  19^2,  in 
particular,  the  Govern.'!  /'ts  of  anchoulruo  and  tie  ‘onyoilan 
People's  Republic  flnall;  approved  t)ie  work  of  the  border- 
demarcation  commission  -^ich,  ir  accordance  with  the  a  'roomont 
arrived  at  between  Porji^*'^  Co.’mlsar  i..olotov  and  me,  had  marked 
the  border  in  the  Womon.'-an  areas  (Exhibit  “o.  2659^  Considering: 
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that  the  Russlin-hanchoukuoan  border  was  (  especially  in  vi  ;V.’ 
of  tho  Russo-G jritian  ’-'ir)  quite  secure,  I  ofton  suf^’ested  to 
the  military  authorities  that  they  could  rely  on  my  assurance 
that  tho  Hjd  \rmy  would  not  launch  an  invasion  of  Manet oukuo 
ov.-n  If  the  Jananase  forces  on  the  border  should  bo  considerably 
lacreased.  I  'attempted  also  to  avoid  irritation  of  th^  USSR 
by  p;rsuadlnc'  the  military  authorities  not  to  reinforce  tlie 
Kwantunr  \rmy  (I  never  know,  by  the  way,  of  th ;  “Kantokuen” 
of  the  year  before). 

96.  \t  the  outbreak  of  the  Pacific  war  some  controversies 
occurred  between  Japan  and  the  USSR,  rrowlnrr  out  of  restric¬ 
tions,  based  on  the  rl'-hts  of  a  belli, qerent ,  enforced  upon 
the  vjssoIs  of  tho  USSR,  a  neutral.  To  such  controversies 
the  ’Joroif.n  Ministry  paid  careful  consideration,  forv/ardinn 
to  the  Government  of  tho  USSR  the  ropllos  of  the  Navy 
concornlnr  measures  taken  in  response  to  the  Soviet  protests 
or  inquiries.  The  Forel'n  Ministry  took  the  initiative  also 
in  offerin'’  conveniences  for  the  rescue  and  repatriation  of 
Soviet  sailors  and  vessels  involved  in  such  incidents,  and 
for  rocompenslny  the  Soviet  Gov.rnment  by  transfer  to  it  of 
vessels  to  replac-  such  of  theirs  os  were  sunk.  There  were, 
while  I  was  ■‘‘oreiqn  “‘inist.r,  no  steps  taken  to’ward  .Usturblng 
the  transportation  threu  h  Vladivostok  of  munitions  from 
\morica,  despite  various  complaints  from  Germany  in  regard  to  it. 

97.  V/ar-time  relations  "ith  Germany  and  Italy  wore,  so  far  as 
concerned  tho  Forol.^n  Ministry,  very  much  restricted,  invents 
bore  out  my  prophecy  of  the  amount  of  cooperation  to  bo 
expoctod  from  our  --uropean  allies;  it  was,  as  the  Tribunal 
is  already  aware,  njv-r  more  than  nominal,  Thu  nusso-Gjrman 
war  had  cut  rail  c 01  tmunlcation  botv/eon  us;  and  soa  transporta¬ 
tion  becamo  incruaslnijly  difficult  until  v/lth  the  Gorman  defeat 
in  North  Africa  communication  was  practically  rostrlctod  to 
the  token  exchany-s  )f  small  amounts  of  sup}. lies  by  submarine 
(Exhibits  No.s  2751#  etc.),  -it  tho  time,  of  course,  I  had  no 
information  of  the  extent  of  such  cooperation.  It  boinp  military 
and  henco  outside  ny  field.  T'he  respective  German  and  Japanese 
attitudes  vis-a-vis  the  USSR  also  illustrate  the  kind  of 
relations  between  tho  tv.'o  countrljs.  Germany's  expressed  desire 
from  tho  time  of  th..  third  Konoe  Cabinet  had  been  that  Japan 
Join  in  tho  war  against  the  Soviet  Union,  and  that  request  was 
renowod  in  July  19l'2.  It  v/as  docldjd,  however,  that  Japan 
should  refuse  the  ruqu^st  and  ’ive  as  a  reason  that  she  could 
not  undertake  a  tv’o-frent  war,  v^hich  v/as  accerdlnyly  communicated 
to  the  German  Gevjrnm.nt  through  tha  G..rman  \mbassaclor  in  Tokyo 
and  the  Japanese  \mbasEador  in  Berlin  (Exhibits  ^^os.  5508»  2751 
and  2762).  I  never  dreamed  of,  far  less  partlcl|3ated  in,  any 
plan  for  Japan  for  domlnati-jn  if  the  werld  in  cooperation  v/lth 
Germany  and  Italy. 

9e.  It  was  in  detobjr  19l'l|  when  I  became  Forelfn  Minister, 
that  for  the  first  time  I  managed  as  on  my  own  responsibility 
affairs  relatiny  to.  China,  inciudinr:  Manchoukuo,  1  had  onco, 
many  years  beforo--ln  I929,  before  tho  Manchuria  Incldent--mado 
a  visit  of  Inspection  to  Manchuria,  and  as  a  result  had  reported 
to  the  then  Foroi.qn  Minister,  Count  Maklno,  that  v/e  must  co¬ 
operate  with  China  in  a  spirit  of  mutuality  and  achlove  truly 
cordial  relations.  The  Intervjnlnr  years  had  seen  tho  occurrenco 
of  the  Manchuria  Incident  and  tho  China  Incident--with  noltlaor 
if  v/hicl  had  I  anythin;:  to  di.  I  am  now  eharred  with  havlnj^^ 
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by  sorvln-’  as  a  diplomt  anJ  Cabinet  mlnistor  In  lator  yoars, 
workod  to  socuro  tho  fruits  of  anr^osslon  commlttod  thoro. 
i  havo  nov>^r  l.on3  so.  I  wis  novor  sympathotlc  to  thosj 
inciJonts,  ind  v;hon  I  havo  boon  in  positions  of  responsibility 
toward  thorn  I  hovo  dono  v/hot  I  could  to  prevent  tholr  occur- 
ranco  or  spread. 

It  was  at  any  rate  morj  clear  than  over  in  I9UI  that  tho 
China  Incident  must  bo  settled,  and  I  hoped  when  I  became 
Forolpn  Mlnistor  that  I  should  be  able  to  achieve  it.  it  that 
time  the  Koaln  (China  Vffalrs  Board)  had  been  in  charpe  for 
some  years  of  all  political,  economic,  cultural  and  other 
business  of  China  lexcludlnr;  Manchuria);  it  had  its  agoncles 
at  various  places  in  China,  and  negotiations  with  re^i^nal 
rer;lmes  in  China  woro  its  affair.  The  creation  of  the  Koain 
had  opened  a  nev;  and  major  phase  of  China  relations.  Its 
purpose  was  franlcly  that  of  r^movine.  from  the  Porelyn  Jftinistry 
control,  so  far  as  concerned  China  matters,  the  normal  functions 
of  a  foreign  offico;  tho  Foreign  Ministry's  liberal  attitude 
toward  other  countries  v;as  heresy  to  tho  militarists,  who 
therefore  managed  to  have  China  affairs  confided  to  a  new 
organ  under  thi’ir  contr'l.  Tho  I-orelcn  Ministry's  remaining 
jurisdiction  extended  only  to  diplomatic  negotiations  in 
Nanking — "diplomacy  in  the  narrov^ost  sense"  —  and  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  the  concula<‘^E  ('..'hoso  main  business  was  protection 
of  Japanoso  nation  .Is  in  China),  ITaus  the  connection  of  tho 
Foreign  Ministry  with  Japanes j-Chinoso  relations  v/as  all  but 
sovored,  and  tho  Ministry  had  lost  its  power  to  doal  with 
affairs  ih  China.  I  was,  it  is  true,  as  Foreign  Mlnistor  an 
ox  officio  vice-president  of  the  K3ain  (others  v/ere  the  Ministers 
of  "’ar,  Navj'-  and  Finance);  but  sinco  tho  very  purpose  of  tho 
creation  of  that  body  had  boon  the  destruction  of  the  Foreign 
Ministry's  authority  vis-a-vis  China,  the  Influence  of  the 
Foreign-Ministry  vice-president  in  the  Koain  was  nothing.  \s 
has  been  pointed  out  by  tho  prosecution  (15  June  19)4.6,  Record, 
p.  5I43),  tho  business  of  the  ,K3aln  was  conducted  almost 
exclusively  by  Its  Dir  .ctor-^eneral. 
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If®.  Minchurlan  affairs  hid  In  tha  main  boon  confidod  for 
miny  //-.rs  to  thj  Tiimin  Jimukyoku  (Manchurian  \f fairs  Board); 

I  hid  noth.*  :;*-7  to  do  with  that  body,  and  thjroforo  vary  llttlo 
to  dr  with  i'lnchurlan  affairs.  Tho  Forolrn  Ministry's  only 
connection  with  Manchuria  was  that  wo  maintained  tho  Embassy 
In  Hslnr^king  and  consulates  in  Harbin,  Manchull,  lIoMio  and 
nutanrtchlanf,  but  tho  functions  discharged  by  the  Foreign 
Ministry  throu 'h  them  were  only  negotiation  v.'lth  tho  U  S  b  R 
over  Manchoukuoan  matters.  The  post  of  \mbassador  was  held 
ox  officio  by  tho  Commander- In-Chlof  of  tho  Kwantung  \rmy,  and 
IKj  Foreign  Ministry  of  course  did  not  control  him. 

ini.  '.fter  the  commoncomont  of  tho  Pacific  war,  th- 
Govjrnmont.  of  Manchoukuo  and  Nanking  China  cooporatod  with 
Japan,  without  themsolvjs  entering  tho  war.  Neither  wont  to 
war.  ^n  the  basis  of  Exhibits  Nos.  12lii,  and  1219  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  assert  that  th--  Japan, so  Government  directed  and  controlled 
thoso  two  in  their  policy  toward  tho  war.  Those  toloErams  are 
submitted  in  tho  form  of  Intercepts,  and  of  courso  tho  Japaneso 
translation  provided  is  not  tho  text  originally  sent.  I  do  not 
romember  having  sent  ni,s?aros  of  such  content,  and  tho  language 
has  not  the  sound  of  Far^lrpa  Ministry  phrasoology;  but  in  any 
event,  if  they  were  s .nt  by  the  Foreign  Ministry,  there  is 
nothing  inherently  sinister  In  tho  use  of  such  lan.^uage  as 
appears  there,  for  It  is  customary  In  diplomatic  instructions, 
for  simplification  of  telegraphic  language,  to  use  such  terms 
ns  "to  have  the  forei  -n  Government  do  so-and-so”,  er  Vtbo 
stops  to  be  taken  by  the  foreign  Government  are”.  Similar 
expressions  may  be  founi  in  our  telegrams  to  our . embassies  in 
Washington,  London  and  Moscov/. 

1(^*1  .  I  have  mjntioned  a  time  or  two  heretofore  that  I  had 
consielontly  opposed  the  China  Incident  from  its  beginning,  and 
had  worked  as  far  as  I  could  for  its  early  sottloment  on  an 
ooultablo  basis.  My  opposition  at  tho  time  of  tho  outbreak  is 
already  in  ovldonco  (Exhibit  No.  5260).  I  was  not  at  that  tlmo 

a  in  charge  of  China  affairs,  but  i  believed  that  for  the  sako  of 
Japan's  Intornational  relations  generally  it  was  a  matter  of 
urgent  necessity  to  arrjst  the  expansion  of  the  Incldont  by 
sottllnf?  it  locally.  'Utl  Vice-Minister  Horlnouchl  -and  the 
Dlroctor  of  the  Bureau  of  E=>st  \slatlc  ^ffalrs,  Is.hll  Itaro,  I 
earnestly  advised  For,i  m  Minister  Hlrota  that  he  should  object 
to  the  dispatch  of  troops  to  China,  to  which  ho  agrood.  But 
our  efforts  failed,  and  the  long-drawn-out  China  Affair  got 
under  way.  Later,  I  had  work jd  at  the  Japanese- Imorlcan  nego¬ 
tiations  from  the  point  of  view  of  arriving  at  an  early  sottlo¬ 
ment  of  it.  Still  in  war-time  I  insisted  on  this.  In  March 
lOhZ  the  question  of  the  policy  for  direction  of  tho  war  v/as 
discussed  in  the  Liaison  Conference,  and  I  then  pointed  out 
that  in  the  domestic  field  the  Incroaso  of  production  and  the 
securin'^  of  food,  and  in  tho  International  field  tho  preserva¬ 
tion  of  Russo-Japanese  peace  and  the  prompt  solution  of  tho 
-hlna  \ffalr,  were  of  primary  and  Immedlato  importance.  \t  that 
tlmo  I  obtained  tho  a[':reement  ef  tho  Conforonco  to  my  proposal 
that  the  basic  policy  vls-a- vis  China  bo  examined  from  all  points 
of  vlov/;  but  it  was  subsequently  reported  by  tho  Vrmy  High 
Command  that  although  th  military  authorities  had  been  examining 
tho  military  aspects  of  the  matter,  thore  were  many  difficulties 
and  no  conclusion  had  yjt  been  arrlvjd  at.  Aho  matter  failed 
to  davelop  tharoafter,  notwithstanding,  I  seized  one  mora  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  press  it.  This  v/as  in  tho  middle  ef  July,  when  former 
ambassador  Gta  Tameklchl,  returning  from  a  trip  to  China,  re¬ 
ported  to  me  that  Wang,  Ching-wol  had  suggested  to  him  the  I 

immediate  cessation  of  Japanese-CHnes e  hostilities  and  gen-ral  I 
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bjtv.’Ojn  Japnn  and  Chin:>.  I  r^portod  this  to  Promlor 
’vith  ,  moth-i’  rjo'j.st  for  protnpt  .ximlnitlon  of  thj  China 
policy.  ‘ 

li3.  •  Japan  doclarod  as  early  as 

January  19l|2  h .r  intention  to  accord  thjin  the  status  of  an 
indepond ^nt  country--partly  as  hovinr  Inhoritod  the  United 
States'  rroniso  that  Phlliopinu  indop jndonce  should  bo  realized 
by  19)46  (*-xhiblt  i«o.  3o  far  as  concernod  iny  motives 

in  supportin'-  *'is  yolic'j-,  th>,y  wore  on  the  one  hand  to  domon- 
strato  that  >  jntjrtaln.cl  no  territorial  ambition  in  the 
South,  an!  ''n  the  other  to  romovo  one  obstacle  to  ovontuol 
peace  -vi th  thj  United  States  by  m-inifostinr  the  same  Intention 
vis- g- vis  those  Islands  as  that  of  the  United  States. 

104»  'ii-*  ^nly  now  jvent  durin-  my  tenure  of  office  in 

the  ISJ?  vJ^binot  affectin*  Inde-China  v/as  the  military  ar^roome 
of  9  Docember  19l;l  (i-xhibit  i^’o.  696).  ihls  was  a  measure  taken 
by  the  military  authoritloe  on  th--  spot,  and  the  Forelrn 
Ministry  and  I’hid  not!--r  •  to  with  it. 

r?$i  It  was,  despite  the  Imperial  Conference  decision, 

Japan's  IriLention  if  possible  to  avoid  enterin';:  into  b elli[»erenc; 

-ith  thj  Netherlands  i:iast  IndijS.  The  Dutch  Uovernnent,  hov/evor, 
d.;clared  war  ar;ainst  Japan  ((reofrd''P.ll,6^4ifor  reasons  of  hor 
clos  j  relationship  veith  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
and  tho  Dutch  .'I'wy  yfia  at  once  reported  as  carrylnp;  out  attacks 
an  Japanese  shipping.  Japan  was  therefore  compelled  to  take 
liostile  measures  attains t  the  Indies. 

Ig?,  It  v.'as  tho  relations  af  Japan  v.'ith  "Greater  East 
.sii"  unerglly  which  brou  ht  about  my  final  break  with 
Pr:<mljr  'i"JS  and  my  raslJ^mtlon  from  the  f'overnmont.  Tl-'oro 
was  a  fundamental  difference  of  outlook  between  us  on  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  these  relations.  Japan  had  lonf'  been  recojrnized  to 
occupy  in  East  \sla  the  position  of  stabllizlnr  forco;  very 
recently  th-re  had  b-run  to  be  expounded  the  idea  of  a  Now 
Order  in  E  st  \sl  \  or  a  Greater  East  \sia  Co-prospority  Sphere, 
which  on  •Imted  in  such  concepts  as  those  of  bloc-economy  , 

^nd  L .bwiifar gum,  h^y  fundamental  policy  was  different  from  1 

that.  vE  'vlll  be  seen  from  various  evidences,  it  was  one  of 
establishing  ‘‘ood,  neighborly  and  amicable  rolations  amon/:: 
nations  on  th^  basis  of  mutual  respect  for  'soverolpnty  and  of 
economic  cooperation,  uly  principle  was  that  Japan,  as  an  ad¬ 
vanced  nation  if  e,a£it  ksla,  should  assist  the  progress  of  tho 
countri-s  an.!  regions  of  .^ast  »sia  md  realize  the  prosperity 
of  th.iS  j  cauntri  es  an  3  of  Japan  throu/r  peaceful  means.  This 
idea  of  mutual  assist  xX'luded  any  policy  of  exerting 

control  over  those  coune:  I  • ;  r;,  fc‘*ce. 

107.  My  speech  repo'-tle  '.a  f-’r-l^'n  to  the  Diet 

on  22  January  i9)’2  (A^xhJjlt  :h  131^'^  ’""r  ,0  oxpresslon  of 
those  principles.  Notwl t'li  ‘ '••ndir  ’  trat  tbl  g  xpeech  was  do-  1 

liver  jd  soon  aft^r  th.  ouibr-e-l'  0?  tne  nr,  '.t  in  no  way 
expresses  (as  -vlll  b.  cl.gr  to  aivyoee  '"ho  reads  it)  any  intention 
tl’at  Japan  should  ania.x  or  eX'-lolt  my  part  '-•f  East  \sla.  Of 
course  It  is  stated  that  such  areas  as  are  absolutely  nocessary 
for  the  defence  of  E-'st  \sia  i.a  the  "-ar  wore  t-o  be  rraspod  by  , 

Jap3n--but  this  is  a  avar-tino  speech.,  concornln^^  war  measures.  ' 

Noo'IIjes  to  sa;-,  \mbassador  Ctt's  dljcoited  accogint  of  this  ' 

rpooch  (Exhibit  ^‘o.  I27I),  -"l  ien  for  some  roas  m  the' prosecution 
c'--oi  to  Introduce  in  addition  to  the  original  document,  whllo 
il  ’o  y  represent  his  view,  Vias  nothlnr  to  do  -vlth  mine.  I  wish 
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to  rol'it  out  jspjclolly  thit  in  tho  Diet  spjjch  I  cl.oorly  snid 
t^. it  thj  Gr';it-r  iist  Vs  >1  Ci-prospority  Sphorj  should  mt  bo 
concjlvid  of  IS  an  jxclusivo  thlni  ,  and  thit  moasuros  to  ox- 
clu’j  non- islotic  stitjs  from  partlclpitlon  In  East  vsla 
should  not  bj  takjn. 

10c.  In  thj  coursj  of  this  trial  has  como  to  ny  attontion 
Exhibit  ‘^0.  1555‘»  ddonomimtod  a  I'oroi.'^n  *‘>ini3try  Plan  for 
tho  Folic"  on  th.-  Disoosal  of  th;  South orn  \roas,  dated  1I4. 
Pocombor  19l|l.  li*  this  extraordinary  docuir. jnt  was  actually 
drawn  in  the  Foreign  i<iinistry,  it  could  have  boon  only  a  draft 
rvorUod  up  by  1  soctim  chiof  or  a  l.ov.'jr  official,  of  thi  typo 
ilroaly  r.f.rrod  to;  I  novor  approvad  it,  never  it  nor* 

hoard  of  it.  -^l.it  it  is  nuito  l.npossiblo  that  it  should  havo 
boon  adopted  oi-*  proposvid  as  voroi.yn  Ministry  policy  is  domon- 
stnblj  from  the  inconsistency  of  this  purported  policy  v/ith 
my  proposed  policy  in  the  matter  'vhich  was  finally  adopted  by 
tho  Liaison  ^onforonco.  \f t -.r  tho  Japanese  occupation  of  tho 
southern  areas  th-i  Ki,*h  Command  hid  proposed  there  that  for  tl 
sake  especially  'f  c->nv.;rienc e  of  execution  of  military  adminl. 
tratlon  the  disposition  of  those  occupied  territories  bo  thon 
dotormined.  \yainst  this  suyr;jstlon  I  insisted  that  such  an 
Important  matter  should  certainly  not  be  decided  at  that  sta^jo 
in  war-time,  v/hen  nothin;,  was  as  yet  finally  settled.  Premier 
Toje  arre.jd  with  my  vlev/,  and  it  was  finally  so  dccidod  by  tho 
I'll  is  on  Conference. 

10).  Confirmation  ef  my  true  attitude  toward  tho  Groater 
East  'isla  question  can  bo  found  in  the  matter  of  the  Groater 
East  \sl^  Ministry.  This  question,  which  lad  to  my  final 
break  with  tho  T3J3  Cabinet,  had  first  «ome  up  in  May  or  Juno 
of  19)12.  \t  that  time  there  were  only  rumors  that  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  a  nev;  ministry  v/is  contemplated;  but  as  time 
wont  on  th-’  •  oneral  outlines  of  tho  scheme  omor.';3d.  It  appoarod 
that  all  outpost  arencles  in  the  area  of  Greater  East  '.sla 
(excluding  Korea,  Formosa  and  Saklaalin)  wero  to  bo  placed  undor 
the  control  and  sup.;rvlslon  of  thj  i.llnistry  of  Groater  East 
\sia;  'vlth  thj  exception  of  inattjrs  of  what  was  called  "pure 
diplomacy”,  all  political,  .-conomic  and  cultural  affairs 
concerning  foreign  countries  in  tho  Greater  East  vsia  aroa-- 
such  as  Eanchoulcuo,  China,  Tha.>.land,  French  Indo-Chlna,  otc.-- 
wero  to  be  placed  In  char.ye  of  the  new  ministry.  V.'lth  its 
jstabllshrn.nt,  thj  Taiman  .’t ‘niul  yeku,  the  K5ain  and  the  I'llnistry 
of  Uvorsjas  affairs  v;ere  to  be  abolished.  Tho  avowed  piorposo 
of  thj  plan  wis  to  place  those  countrl  .s  under  special  treatment 
as  brother  nations,  and  to  contribute  to  the  attainment  of  tho 
objectives  '<£  the  war  by  carrylny  out  a  general  mobilization 
of  material  po^^r  throughout  Greater  i^ast  \sia. 

Th:  creation  of  the  Ministry  had  been  planned  by 
the  four  cabinet  board  presidents,  and  principally  by  tho 
Planning  Board,  and  by  the  svunmer  of  19^^2  conditions  had  so 
far  developed  that  there  v/as  considerable  prospect  of  its 
realization.  t  that  time  I  hid  a  talk  about  it  with  Premier 
lojo.  I  t 'Id  1.1m  that  it  was  no  time  to  Indulf'o  in  chon^es  of 
administrativ j  s*ructur.j,  the  ur7..nt  necessity  beinr:  to  estab¬ 
lish  an  undefeat abl )  posxtl  .i  r.d  expressed  my  opposition  to 
th.  J  plan  for  the  reasons  th.  i-  i*  tabiishment  of  the  proposed 
ministry  v;ould  in  practlc'  •'  r  t};o  Forjiqn  Ministry  tho 

essential  part  of  the  diploma:,  o-  •'  :’..a^  thus  Impalrinr.  the 
unit;  of  Japanose  diplomac;,  ,  aru;  ulJ  injure  the  prldo  as 
independent  nations  of  the  otlur  countries  in  Greater  East  vsla, 
with  th-  result  that  it  wiuld  b-come  impossible  for  Japan  to 
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n'\int'\in  fri;ndly  cooporition  with  th^n,  Tho  Promlor  pronisjd 
thit  hj  vould  ivj  tho  nottor  carjful  consldoratlon. 

111.  On  2'^  Vu^ust  Kr.  HosMm,  Chlof  Socrct'^ry  of  tho 
Ciblnot,  called  on  mo  it  th j  dlroction  of  Promlor  Tojo,  ond 
h  indod  mo  ci  copy  of  0  drift  oroposal  for  ostabllshmont  of  the 
“‘Inistry  for  Grootor  :iost  \sl.a  which  v/as  on  tho  line  above 
niontionjd  and  was  to  be  submitted  to  tho  Cabinet.  It  v/as,  he 
told  me,  thj  Intention  of  tho  Premier  to  present  it  at  tho 
Cabinet  meetln."  of  1  Soptemb.-r.  I  '::lanced  through  the  proposal 
wl'ich  Mr.  Iloshino  had  handed  to  me  and  Inquired  of  him  about 
the  moaning  of  the  "pure  diplomacy"  v/hich  was  to  be  loft  to 
the  ^or^i'~n  i>‘inlstry.  He  explained  that  by  "pure  diplomacy" 
wer:  meant  such  thinys  as  matters  of  protocol  and  the  formalif 
relat'nf  to  the  conclusion  of  troatles.  Thus  the  l^’orel^n 
winxstry  would  recjlve  ambassadors  of  fora.lf^n  countries,  and 
v/ould  sl^n  any  treaties  concluded,  but  the  Greater  East  Asia 
^‘inlstry' would  conduct  ill  nof'ot latlons ,  I  pointed  out  tho 
Iraproprlety  of  the  plan,  and  requested  that  its  submission  bo 
postponed  until  the  Cabinet  moetlnr  of  5  September,  so  that 
thero  would  be  enough  time  to  study  the  proposal.  Mr.  Hoshlno 
left,  but  called  arain  later,  brln^'inc  Premier  T5J5's  reply 
that  he  v/anted  the  plan  decided  on  without  fail  at  tho  1 
September  meetln.q.  ifter  a  dinner  on  51  iu''.ust  I  had  an  oppor- 
tuialty  to  discuss  the  matter  with  Premier  T5JJ,  and  ropoatod 
r.ij*  opposition  to  the  plan,  ayaln  urr.ln,';:  that  Its  submission  to 
the  Cabinet  meetlnr:  of  1  Septembor  be  put  off.  Tho  Promlor 
refused,  'ihus  the  plan  came  up  for  decision  at  the  Cabinet 
mootin''  of  1  September,  \t  that  moctlnc  I  explained  my 
opposition  somewhat  as  follows,  and  '"o  had  a  discussion  which 
lasted  for  throe  hours  in  tho  morninr^.  I  had  four  grounds 
of  objection  to  the  proposal. 

ll  2»  r’lrst  of  these  was  that  under,  the  proposed  plan  tho 
foreign  policy  of  Japan  v.'ould  be  In  the  hands  of  two  different 
ministries,  according  as  it  related  to  Greater  East  \sia  or 
to  the  rest  of  the  world.  Such  an  arrani^ement  >»ould  render  it 
Impossible  for  Japan  to  conduct  a  unified  and  consistent 
diplomacy,  and  neither  tho  Porei^n  Ministry  nor  the  Ministry 
of  Greater  ^^ast  \sla  would  be  iblo  to  function  properly. 

Secondly,  the  countries  of  Gr-ater  East  \sla,  because  of 
bolny  treated  differently  from  other  foreign  countries,  would 
•entertain  distrust  and  suspicion  of  Japan,  and  th^ir  prldo 
would  be  hurt.  iny  treatment  of  this  sort  is  certainly  contrary 
to  thj  spirit  of  respecting  th^  independence  of  other  countries. 

Thirdly,  the  proposed  plan  meant  the  extonsion  of  tho 
jurisdiction  of  the  K“ain,  v'hich  had  excited  ill-fooling  among 
the  Chinese  people,  and  it  wauld  thus  be  a  failure, 

P-iurthly,  It  was  urgently  necessary  to  concentrate  .our 
efforts  toward  thj  execution  of  emergency  measures,  and  it  v/as 
not  the  time  to  undertake  the  chan.glng  of  the  administrative 
structure. 

Ii3*  Against  my  assertions  Fremlor  To Jo  arguod  that  the 
Greater  East  ''sia  countri  :s  had  to  be  treated  differently  from 
other  countries,  as  relations  bjtv/een  Japan  and  the  countries 
of  Greater  East  Isla  wore  like  those  >f  kin.  General  Suzuki, 
^r.sldont  of  thu  Planrlnr  Board,  contended  that  the  Koaln  had 
not  been  a  failure.  I  r?torted  that  it  was  a  fact  w-ell  known 
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to  jvsryono  thot  it  hod  boon  a  fillura.  A  fow  othar  Cabinet 
nlnistjrs  exprassod  themsalvas,  but  nono  cama  to  my  support. 

Til-;  ^iblnat  meotiny.  took  a  rocoss  v/lth  tho  discussion  unfinlshod 
Durin thj  rocoss  Vramlor  T5J3  askod  mo  for  my  Individual 
r jsl.*nitl an,  but  I  r-fus  id  It,  saylnr  that  It  was  the  Promior 
and  tho  other  supp  rtors  af  tho  plan,  not  I,  who  should  recon¬ 
sider  the  matter/  I  consider  ad  it  nocoss.ary  from  the  viewpoint 
of  tho  ronjral  v;ar-ruldanco  uolicy  to  persist  In  my  stand  to 
forcj  ■'ut  the  Toja  Cabin- 1. 

^i^..  Soon  thereafter,,  Finance  I'llnlst^r  Kaya  called  on  mo 
to  as!c  my  reconsideration/  Subsequently,  Genoral  Sat5  and 
VdMlrai  Oka,  Dir  ctors  of  th:  ililitary  and  Naval  Vffalrs 
Bureaus,  tor;jtlter  visit--'!  m-.  'Jh.y  said  tl  at  thj  plan  for  tho 
ostab]  ish.aent  of  the  G«-ac.  jr  U  -et  '.ala  Ministry  was  supported 
equally  by  th-  Aivey  and  thj  Navy,  "nd  requested  n.w  ones  more 
to  a.'^roe  to  tho  plan.  I  a  -ain  r. 'fused  altor.othor.  Finally, 

Navy  Minister  Shlmadi  cine  to  n-  and  said  that  a  chanqe  of 
Cabinet  was  not  desirKi  by  th  1  Court,  and  that  ho  would  work 
for  a  compromise  s^lutlan  if  ne  *v  \c  ‘  posslbl .. .  \fter  exchanninr, 
vlows  with  him,  I  pr-sjnteri  my  final  plan  of  compromise).  Navy 
iuinlstor  Shimada  left,  but  lat^r  returned  and  conv-yed  to  rao 
tho  information  that  Premi  r  did  not  accept  the  compromis 

plan.  I  had  never  express-d  any  intention  to  make  an  indivldu- 
r  esir'natlon,  but  had  been  makinr.  effort  o  '*'3  th  tho  d  atormlnatloi 
to  do  everythin":  possible  for  the  attaini/ient  of  mv  purposo. 
in  vlev/,  however,  of  the  talk  v/ith  N  vy  minister  bhlmada,  I 
decided  to  and  did  tender  my  resif.nacl on,  O’ut  of  a  desire  not 
to  cause  annoyance  to  tho  Emperor  by  further  compllcatlnc  the 
matter,  and  r,jtired  on  the  same  day,  1  September. 

13^5.  Vs  a  result  of  my  resi.qnatl on  of  office  Promior  Toj5 
became  c  ncurront-ly  Forei  n  Mlnist  ir,  and  the  plan  for  tho 
establisl-ment  of  the  Ministry  for  Greater  East  \sla  was  thus 
decided  upon  at  th-*  Cabinet  meetinp  ef  1  September.  The 
Gevernment  had  intended  the  now  mlnlotry  to  comraenco  func- 
tlonlnr'  as  of  1  October.  My  resi  nation,  hov/ever,  arousod 
public"  oplnl ’•n,  and  it  was  not  until  9  October  that  the  Privy 
Council  beqan  jxamlnatlon  of  th;  plan.  There  followed  sharp 
arnau'-ients  b.-t-’oen  the  irivy  Council  and  the  Government  over  tho 
plan,  as  sewn  in  e,xhlblt  Ne.  687^  the  Privy  Council  even 
suy'ested  te  the  Giv-rnmvint  thet  it  wlthdrav/  the  proposal,  but 
Freuiier  T^J3  and  the  othjr  supporters  of  the  plan  refusod.  On 
2L1,  October  the  Examination  Committee  of  the  Prlvj'  Council 
adopted  the  'elan  by  a  majority  vote  (Privy  Councillor  Ishil 
beiny  absent).  't  the  moetlny  of  th;  full  Privy  Council  which 
follo’vjd  also  th-re  was  much  controversy  over  the  plan  before 
It  was  passed  by  a  majority,  with  Councillors  Ishli  and  Mlnaml 
dlssjntinr.  Finally,  the  Ministry  was  Inauyura.yod  on  1  November. 

116.  I  1  earned  later  that  with  ret^ard  to  the  scope  of 
"pure  diplomacy''  the  Government  had  decided  to  make  the  neces¬ 
sary  aefinltlon  in  the  C-iblnet,  loavlny  the  regulations  /^ovornl 
tb.o  functions  of  the  ministrljs  concerned  v/ithout  any  provisions 
on  this  point,  ini  that  this  also  had  be^n  explained  to  the 
Privy  Council.  But  th-  ’’pure  diplomacy"  defined  by  the  Cabinet 
understanding  upon  the  jstabllshir.ent  of  the  Greater  East  \sla 
Ministry  was  somewhat  wider  than  the  plan  shown  to  mo  at  the 
Cabinet  meeting  of  1  Septjmie«-r,  as  a  result  of  the  opposition 
of  the  Foreign  Ministry  and  th-  criticism  oxpr-ssed  by  the 
Prlvi'  Council. 
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117#  tho  C^binjt  fiiojtiriR  of  1  Soptombor  civilian 

icr.5bors  '•f  th.  Cmbinjt  tIso  hod  oupportod  thj  Grootor  Eost 
2I0  Ministry  proposol.  Liter  I  loomed  that  thay  wore  not 
n;CK^S5irily  in  opposition  to  niy  position,  but  ivoro  of  opinion 
thit  1  cl  in-^o  of  cabin.t  at  that  timo  v/as  to  bo  avoldod.  As 
I  havo  raid  b.,for^,  hov'jv>.r,  I  had  by  that  tlmo  cortu  to  tho 
conclusion  that  tlu  Tojo  '^ovormont,  somov/hat  Intoxicatod  by 
tho  initial  vlctoriwE  of  tho  v/ar,  was  paying  no  serious 
consideration  to  preparations  for  the  conduct  of  tho  v/ar; 
that  some  '.vlthln  tho  Cabinet  felt  that  thujro  was  no  nood  of 
diplomacy  in  ttee  managoir.unt  of  oxtornil  affairs;  and  that  in 
.renaral  the  Go vornr.unt •  s  p  lielos  wore  bolnp;  oxocutod  in  a 
Very  superficial  manner.  I  considered  tho  Groator  East  Asia 
Ministry  proposal  an  expression  of  such  tondonclos  of  tho 
Tojo  Cabinet*,  and  it  was  my  conviction  that  at  that  opportunity 
it  should  bo  reptacod.  Despite  my  stronrr  opposition  to  tho 
Greater  List  \sla  ‘“inistry,  for  this  and  other  reasons  already 
mentioned,  I  could  not  cham’.e  the  current  single-handed;  but 
events  were  already  Justlfylac;  my  vlev;,  for  the  battle  of 
Guadalcanal  hoj  G - 1 .rl  )rat ed,  not  to  montion  tho  soa-battlo 
off  Midway,  and  the  road  to  clef  ;at  v/as  already  plainly  marked 
out. 

116.  I  have  said,  I  retired  from  the  government  service 

at  th-.  time  of  my  resignation  of  the  Foreign  Ministership  and 
rji.ealned  in  retiromont  until  I  was  again  appointed  to  tho 
position  on  9  *^prll  19i^5•  Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  during 
;oy  second  term  I  held  concurrently  the  ministership  of  Groator 
last  isle,  my  connection  with  Greater  East  Asiatic  affairs 
from  then  until  my  quitting  office  on  I7  Vugust  of  the  same 
yjar  ’vas  slight;  partly  because  I  was  chlofly  occupied  with 
th;  problem  of  ending  tho  v/ar,  partly  because  almost  all 
authority  ov^r  mattors  relating  to  East  Asiatic  countries  had 
by  tl'un  been  transferred  to  tho  military  mlnistrias.  \  word 
first,  howover,  as  to  hov'  I  canio  to  accept  the  portfolio  of 
Greater  East  Asia  vffairs  notv'lthst and Ing  that  1  had  blttorly 
opposed  the  creation  of  that  ministry.  It  was  my  deslro  and 
Int  .-ntlon  whon  I  could  to  see  tho  Mlnlstrj'-  of  Greater  East 
Asia  abolished;  meanwhile,  by  holding  the  two  portfolios 
concurrently  I  could  Ijt  it  die  of  inanition,  and  did.  As 
wlnist  )r  for  Greater  East  Asia  affairs  I  did  nothing. 

11*.  The  continuity  of  my  attitude  toward  the  countries 
of  i^art  Asia  can  be  seen  in  the  decisions  of  the  Greater  East 
“sia  \ml  assadors '  Conf erenc  j  hold  in  Tokyo  on  23  -April  19^5# 
cieclsxona  aiopted  in  accordance  with  my  proposals  and  v/lth 
the  consent  if  the  Gavjrnn;nts  of  the  countries  roprosonted 
as  tie  'ui;Un'  principle  for  tho  establishment  of  tho  v/orld 
ord^r  (Defense  Document  No.  2951  )•  '^h'^  principles  here  spekon 

of  aro  1)  jstabllsbmont  of  political  equality  of  nations  and 
avoidance  of  racial  discrimination;  2)  rospect  for  national 
InJep-ndenco  and  non- intorf erence  in  domestic  affairs;  5) 
freedom  for  colonial  subject  poeplos;  Ij )  economic  reciprocity 
and  equality;  5)  jxchan,;u  of  cultures;  6)  prevention  of 
aggression;  7)  establishment  of  the  international  order  by 

moans  of  b'^th  reg-lonal  and  universal  security  systems.  This 
plan,  I  ventur-  to  boliev.-,  Is  not  essentially  different  from 
that  later  developed  by  U  ,  I’nit)-;’.  Natlans  at  San  Francisco. 

la'l.  By  the  tine  of  my  second  assumption  of  the  Foreign 
i«lnlstershlp  in  ^prll  1945  there  was  almost  nothing  for  even 
the  Greater  East  Apia  Ministry  t-'  do  in  connection  v'ith  tho 
countries  of  East  Asia,  Althou  I:  its  Jurisdiction  did  Includo 
same  matters  relatlv.  to  occupied  areas,  those  were  not  matters 
of  a ’.ministration  actually'  but  only  of  rendering  assistance 
to  the  Army  anl  thj  Navy,  v'hich  conducted  the  administration. 
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by  tnlnlnr  officials  In  Japan  ta  bj  sjnt  to  thj  occuplod  aroas. 
In  D’-irina  anl  th^  Philippines  (which  hart  ioclared  tholr  Indopcn- 
rtjnco  lui’ln'  jny  retirer.ijnt)  thj  military  corunanrtjr  was  In 
contr’'!  mt  only  of  military  affairs  but  also  of  the  guidance 
of  intornil  politics,  because  it  v/as  considorod  to  bo 
Insooarably  related  to  the  con.luct  of  the  v/ar.  Thus  whllo  the 
ambassadors  to  those  countrljs  manaa:od  diplomatic  affairs  under 
the  Urection  of  the  hlnlstjr  f  or  Great  or  East  \sia,  they  ware 
interfered  'vlth  ev-n  within  tho  scope  of  their  Jurisdiction  by 
the  mill  tary' c  ommanJers.  Th-  same  v/as  true  of  the  ambassador 
to  In’o-Cl  Ina;  '.’espitj  the  rtlffer-nt  status  of  that  country, 
the  anbassa'or  could  not  \ct  against  the  will  of  the  military 
commanler.  In  art.Iition  the  war  situation  had  so  deteriorated 
that  In  most  of  those  countries  v/e  no  longer  oven  had  func- 
tlonlnr:  ambassadors.  Burma,  for  example,  ha1  be  on  partially 
ro''ccupi^’.  and  our  ambassador  had  escaped  from  Ftanpioon  to  tho 
interior,  v-herj  communication  between  him  and  Tolcyo  was  so 
nearly  Impossible  that  it  ’"as  inposslble  even  to  learn  condi¬ 
tions'*  there .  Ths  Fhlllppln-s  lllcewise  h-a^  been  lost  by  Japan, 
and  th'jre  was  no  possibiilty  of  our  conduct In/r  diplomatic 
functions.  Iho  vari:)us  "plans"  submitted  by  the  prosocutlon 
for  the  I’isposal  of  British  «‘alay,  lnv..*lvlnr;  tho  annexation 
by  Japan  of  part  of  that  territory  (Exhibits  Nos.  1555‘  and 
l'55l!.-1556)  wore  never  approved  or  known  by  mo  durln."  either 
of  my  terms  as  forelrn  minister. 

1?,1  The  chanrjed  conditions  occurrlnn  in  r’rench  Indo-Cblna 
in  i'orch  I9I+5  (-xliiblts  Nos.  66I-66I4),  precedlnc  my  assumption 
of  office,  I  had  nothinr;  to  do  with.  As  a  result  af  this 
chan'j,  Indo-China  v.-as  placed  under  the  exclusive  Jurisdiction 
of  tho  mllitarj  authorities,  and  the  Embassy  was  closed  in 
“‘arch  and  the  imbassador  returned  to  Japan  in  the  followinf 
month.  From  that  time,  of  course,  tho  Groater  East  \sla 
“‘inlstry  h’-i  mtl  lny  to  -do  vlth  affairs  of  French  Indo-China. 

\t  th^  Greater  East  \sia  ■'.mbass artors ’  Conf  orenco  mentioned 
above,  a  resolution  was  adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  Thai 
U.ibassador  that  full  support  be  piivon  to  the  movement  for 
Indepondonco,  then  recently  doclarjd,  in  vnnam,  Cambodia  and 
Luan  •  Phrabany.  It  v'os  the  unanimous  desire  of  tho  countries 
of  East  \sla  that  all  thj  pe.a-'l..s  thereof  havo  their  indopon- 
'lence,  v/hich  was  In  conformity  with  the  policy  of  Japan.  Tho 
sane  nay  be  said,  of  tho  resolution  adopted  at  tho  sane  tlno 
relative  to  the  status  of  the  Netherlands  East  Indies;  I 
a.^aln  in  fact  emphasized  in  July  at  the  Supreme  Council  for 
Guidance  of  th^  "'ar  the  necessity  for  our  assistlnr  the 
Indoneslons  to  the  Independence,  thus  to  do.monstrato  that  wo 
had  no  territ  rial  aspirations  in  that  area. 


12*:.  Lastly,  amon.*  ’var-tlme  questions,  is  that  of 
prisoners  of  war.  The  Foroi,';^  l^lniatry '  s  connection  vlth  this 
matto'i’  commenced  when,  in  January  not  as  from  tho  British 

and  vmerican  Governments  were  received  throurh  the  Swiss 
Gjvernjnent  requestin'.:  advice  whether  would  ayree  to 

rociprocal  aj plication  of  the  Genova  Convention  of  I929  rofulatln 
treatment  of  prisoners  )f  war.  Jay  an  was  not  a  signatory  of 
that  Convention;  but  I  felt  that  Japan  should--and  assumed  that 
she  ’"ould  —  out  of  hu.-nanltarlan  considerations,  ayree  to  appllco 
tlon  'f  it  so  far  as  ’.vas  reasonably  posslbl..  The  doclslon, 
howev:;r,  was  not  for  the  Porjlpn  “Inlstry  to  mako.  The  Trlbuna 
has  heard  full  explanation  of  the  auostlon  of  r esronslblllty 
for  prisoners  of  war  in  the  Ja  anese  system;  I  wish,  however, 
to  n'jntion  one  additional  ‘point  to  clarify  the  very  limited 
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responsibility  of  thj  F^rjl.in  Ministry  in  this  matter.  The 
sum  of  r jsyonslbllity  for  matters  rolitlni?  to,  prisoners  of  war 
r  sl'Jes  in  the  Prisoners- of -War  Management  Bureau  and  the 
frlsonerE-of-’''ar  Information  Bureau.  The  former  bein^»  a  Wir 
•■‘Inistry  bureau,  no  respons Ibllity  for  its  manacomont  of  pri* 
sonars  accrues  to  the  Foreign  Ministry.  Tho  latter,  howovar-- 
Y.'hlcb  is  the  bureau  responsible  for  fivlnf^  information  in 
answer  to  protests  and  inquiries-- is  one  ospeclally  created  by 
Imperial  Ordinance  in  time  of  war.  ‘\'h3n  action  is  taken  by 
exercise  of  the  Imperial  Ordinance  rower,  the  Ordinance  is 
count ersicnod  by  the  ministers  whe  have  responsibility  in  the 
matter  (Defense  Document  Ho.  292l|).  Tho  ordinances  es tabllshlnr: 
the  Prisoners -of -V/ar  Information  Bureau,  at  the  time  of  not 
only  the  Pacific  war  but  also  of  tho  World  War,  are  •ooanter- 
si 'ned  by  Ministers  of  War  and  N-^vy,  but  not  by  the  I'orelipn 
Mnlster  (Defense  Dociaments  Hos.  292I4  and  295^)*  ^t  is  the 
'Vir  ‘“inistry  which  is  th  rjsponslble  authority. 

123.  Iho  inquiries  from  the  United  Statjs  and  Britain 
waro  th.irefora  referred  in  the  r  ermal  courso  by  tho  Foreign 
Mlnlst.y  Troaty  Bureau,  v’hich  mana.qed  such  matters,  to  the 
War  ‘'‘inistry,  as  th^  ninlstry  empowered  to  docido  the  cuostion. 
The  answer  which  came  b  iclr  (iixhlbit  No.  1958)  that  wo 
should  undertak-  to  a']  ly  the  torms  of  the  Geneva  'convention 
*'mutatis  mutandis” .  an'  it  was  therefore  so  replied  to  tho 
Governments  inquLi'inr  (‘-xhlbits  Noa.  ll;69  and  ili.96).  ^Ithounh 
the  prosecution  s  ^  .ms  to  consider  that  by  tho  qivlnp:  of  this 
answer  Japon  became  bound  by  the  Convention  to  the  same  extent 
as  if  sbo  had  ratified  it,  I  assiamed  (and  still  assume)  that  ',va 
wore  bindinr  ourselves  only  to  apply  the  Convention  so  far  as 
circumstances  rermitteJ. "Mutatis  mutandis” .  then,  I  supposed 
to  imply  that  in  tlij  absence  of  serious  hindrances  the 
Convention  would  be  applied  (Exhibit  No.  5059 )»  I  assumed 
also  (although  this  was  only  assumption  an  my  part)  that  v/horo 
tho  requirements  of  th..  C  anvention  came  into  conflict  with  tho 
provisions  of  domestic  law  the  former  would  prevail.  If  this 
proved  to  be  a  mlstak  n  assumption,  neither  V/ar  nor  Navy 
Ministry  ever  suqr.st  i  any  other  interpretation  to  me,  nor 
does  the  V'ar  Ministry's  r  ly  to  our  request  for  a  statement 
of  policy  suG^est  It.  In  any  event,  knowing  the  hlGh  reputation 
which  Japan  had  Gained  'ej  i.er  humanitarian  treatment  of 
prisoners  of  war  in  botla  -msse- Japanese  and  World  Wars,  I 
took  it  for  Granted  that  thosj  precodonts  would,  be  follov/ed 
(this  consid oration  also  perhaps  Influenced  me  later,  whon  wo 
boGan  to  recelvo  \lli  .  1  yr  )t  ;stE  of  mlstreatmjnt,  to  accord 
lass  credit  to  the  ‘iliad  claims  than  mlpht  have  been  the  caso 
had  history  been  different,  and  to  go  to  the  War  Ministry 
direct  or  throu  h  <ny  sub  jr  Unates ,  fully  confident  that  steps 
would  be  taken  to  correct  abuses  if  any  existed). 


124*  I  should  111:.,  ta  emphasize,  also,  that  the  Forelqn 
..inistry  received  uad  answerod  the  protests  and  Inquiries 
roGardlny  prisoners  -of  war  only  as  a  channel  of  communication, 
not  as  tho  responsible  ayency.  The  an3“'ers  returnod  wore  not 
in  fact  prepared  in  the  Ministry,  but  v/cro  those  ylvon 

to  us  by  the  Prls.aners-  >r-W.ar  Information  Bureau;  but  tho 
Forel  *n  Ministry  place  to  which  correspondence 

from  forelrn  Gjv.sn-unents  courd  come,  an^  fram  v/hich  answers 
could  GO”"there  v.'as  nowhere  els-;  that  the  correspenchence  could 

126..  Llttl.  quest  L an  cenc^rnlnG  prisoners  of  ’//rir  arose 
during  my  first  term  as  Forel.yn  Minister.  I  recall  the  caso 
of  ^onG  KoiaG-*wh;.n  in  th?  spring  of  I9I42  Forelrn  Minister  Lden 
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•"1;!  rjport.l  to  hovj  modj  1  spjjch  chirr:lnr:  tho  Joponoso  \rmy 
v/ith  otrDcltl.B  oft^r  thi  copturj  of  tho  city.  ^t  thot  tinio  I 

to  Vor  I.iniBtjr  T5j!5  thot  spjciol  ottontion  should  bo  p<Jld 
to  troatin-  ri'isonors  of  -"ir  kindly,  md  for  thot  mttor  to 
rx’js^rvin'^  th:  noino  of  th.  Joponoso  \rmy  from  disfjrico.  Ko 
sympotMz-d  rlth  my  vlov/polnt,  ond  sold  thot  ho  v/ould  ir-ivu 
sluo  ottjn^l'^n  to  tho  jiiottor#  ond  soon  oftor  I  v^os  pljosod  to 
ho  or  thit  i-ir.  iclcn  hod  nndo  1  ridlo  broodcnst  to  tho  offjct 
tliit  tho  situotion  In  Hon-»  Konc  hod  Improved. 

126.  i  moro  octivo  ouostlon  c’urlnr^  ny  first  torni  wos  thot 
of  jxchinr;^  f  onony  ncxLionols.  It  v/as  my  Idoa  that  not  only 
6h  uld  diplomatic  porsonnol  bo  oxchanfod,  in  tho  usual  wav, 
but  olso  that  civilian  intornoos  of  British  and  Xmorican 
nationality  should  bo  ropatriatod.  This  was  difficult  to 
achlovo;  it  involvln-::  tho  allocation  of  shipping,  bottoms  and 
facllitlos,  tho  Hi -h  Command  was  reluctant  to  ar^roo,  and  only 
after  considerable  insistence  on  my  part  were  the  exchanges  ^ 
brought  about,  as  had  boon  testiflo:  to  (Dofonso  document  No, 
2916).  V/j  succeeded  thus  in  returnin.^  to  tholr  homos  somo 
thousands  of  onomy  nationals,  not  only  from  Japan  Proper  but  a. 
v/oll  from  China,  oManchoukuo,  x'ronch  Indo-China  and  Thailand. 


127.  During  my  second  t.rm  as  i'’oreimn  illnistor,  toward 
tho  spring  and  summer  of  I9I+5,  the  situation  of  the  Japanese 
.rmy  on  th^  front  in  the  Philippln-s,  Burma,  and  other 
South jrn  districts  deteriorated  oxtremoly.  'Xhere  was  already 
a  lar^-j  accamulatlon  of  prisoner-of-war  mattors  on  hand  when 
1  took  office;  and  as  the  illlod  forces  advancod  in  various 
districts  af  the  South,  protests  began  to  bo  lodged  concerning 
thj  treatment  accorded  by  tho  Japaneso  \rmy  to  the  prlsonors 
of  ar  and  Internoos  in  those  region.  In  theso  days,  Japan 
its  If  being  subject  to  severe  air-raids,  the  Ministers  of  the 
neutral  countries  ropror anting  tho  interests  of  enemy  countries 
had  moved  to  Karulzawa  and  c  amtiunic ation  with  th-m  accordln'^lv 
becano  v.ry  difficult.  In  suite  of  those  difficulties,  under 
my  instruction,  the  Forel^^  Ministry  transmitted  these  protests 
and  inquiries  bo  the  competent  authorities  and  did  not  fail 
to  convey  all  tho  replies  that  wore  received  from  the  compotont 
authorities  concerned,  he  often  sent  and  received  personal 
lott^rs,  or  sent  officials  to  r.aruizav/a,  in  addition  to  the 
o^change  of  official  notes,  thus  exercising  all  possible 
efforts  to  meet  the  situation.  So  far  as  I  am  aware  there  was 
never  any  neglect  by  tho  ^'oreign  Ministry  of  its  duty  in  the 
matter,  which  was  th.-  transmitting  of  tha  protests  or  lnquirla«» 
received  from  the  XlHed  countries  to  the  Japanese  authorities'’ 
concerned,  and  the  sending  to  tho  formor  of  the  replies  re¬ 
ceived.  Iho  For..lrn  Ministry,  despite  having  no  power  over 
prisoners  of  war,  repeatedly  requested  the  authorities  concorne 
bo  uo  their  best  to  accord  fair  an-d  generous  treatment  to  the 
prisoners  af  war,  Jn  5  Juno  19^5#  when  the  Swiss  ‘"Inlstor 
handed  me  a  protest  af  th..  United  States  Government  concerning 
atrocltlis  to  American  prisoners  of  war  at  ^uorto  Prlncossa 
on  Palawan  Island  (Exhibit  No.  2107),  I  pers.onally  called  tho 
special  attention  af  vVar  Minister  \nami  to  the  subjoct  and 
urged  him  to  accord  fair  ani  generous  treatment  to  prisoners  of 
war  in  general,  t.a  which  he  consented.  In  spite  of  those  efforts 
hov;eV-r,  conditions  hid  became  such  that  provision  of  informa-  * 
tx.on  satisfactory  to  the  -'»llled  c-ountrles  was  impossible.  On 
this  nolnt,  it  was  explained  by  tho  military  authorities  that 
as  the  result  of  tho  defeat  of  the  Japanese  -\rmy,  tolographl#* 
communication  between  the  central  military  authority  and  the 
farces  at  tho  front  had  become  very  difficult  and  often  impossible 
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and  that  ovon  \Yhon  such  communication  v/as  possible,  the  con¬ 
fusion  y/ithln  thj  Jnpanjso  forces  at  tho  front  render jd 
investicatlon  Into  the  matters  almost  Imposslblo.  Tho 
Poral'^n  Ministry,  havlnj-r  neither  Jurlsdlotlon  nor  moans  of 
invjstir»atlon  of  those  problems,  could  do  nothing  boyond  con¬ 
voying  communications  from  ono  party  to  tho  other.  I  wish  to 
add  that  tho  Forolgn  Ministry  rocolvod  no  information  v/hatovor 
concv^rnln.'  the  trials  of  '.lliod  fliors,  such  as  thoso  which 
took  place  in  tho  middle  of  July  19li5» 

128.  Ihe  Foreign  Ministry,  undor  my  direction,  constantly 
attempted,  despite  its  purely  liaison  function  in  the  prlsonors- 
of-war  business,  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  prisoners. 

In  some  ways  we  succooded;  especially  Insofar  as  concerned 
Japan  Proper,  conditions  were  relatively  could  not, 

of  course,  meddle  with  matters  under  military  jurisdiction,  and 
could  only  urge  tho  military  authoritljs  to  be  humane;  this 
was  done  ropoatadly.  If  only  from  self-interest,  this  would 
have  had  to'  be  the  position  of  tho  Poroiraa  Ministry;  for  v/e  had 
some  hundreds  of  thousands  of  our  nationals  in  enemy  countries 
for  tho  amollorati  n  of  v/hoso  lot  we  were  rosponsible,  and 
thore  was  a  s^lf-evld^nt  corrolati-m  betv/oen  the  two  questions, 

129.  '"ith  the  truth  or  falsity  of  tho  replies  furnished 
by  the  \rray  (or,  in  a  few  cases,  bjr  the  Navy)  to  inquiries 
from  enemy  countries,  tl.^  Foreign  ministry  had  nothing  to  do. 

I,  as  Foreign  Minister,  had  no  personal  contact  with  the  matter 
of  inquiries  and  ansv^ers,  which  were  purely  routine  liaison 
work  so  far  as  tho  eneirn  Ministry  was  concerned.  But  rogard- 
loss  of  who  actually  managed  the  business,  no  ono  of  the  ^ 
Foreign  Ministry  could  do  more  than  forward  the  ansv.'ers  resolved 
from  the  military  authorities,  '''e  had  neither  the  rirht  nor 
tho  facilities  to  inspect  camps,  and  v/e  could  have  done  nothing 
had  wo  had  reason  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  answers- -which, 

in  tho  absence  of  opportunity  to  inspect  conditions,  wo  had  not. 


VI. 


Tho  Suzu!:!  Cabinet  and  the  Ilndin"  of  tho  V/ar 


150.  My  entry  into  and  service  in  the  Suzuki  Cabinet 

can  be  said  to  have  had  only  one  -urposai  andlnf.  tho  war.  Be¬ 
fore  treating  of  my  activities  durlnr-  this  period,  therefore, 

I  shall  give  a  brief  description  of  my  previous  efforts  in  the 
direction  of  peace,  which  form  tho  backrroun’*  to  my  efforts  in 
this  period. 

151.  My  various  offorts  to  bring  the  war  to  the  earliest 
possible  and  were  the  continuation  and  extension  into  war-time 
of  my  opposition  to  the  war  before  its  start,  ihese  offorts 
therefore  began  at  once  after  8  December  I9I1I.  I  have  already 
explained  fuily  the  state  of  my  mind  at  that  time--that  I  did 
not  share  tho  over-optimism  or  the  illusions  of  most  Japanese 
and  believed  that  it  woul  1  be  extremely  difficult  to  overcome 
the  fighting  spirit  and  the  industrial  productivity  of  \merica 
and  Great  Britain;  that  I  lid  not  doubt  that  from  the  Japanese 
point  of  view  the  v/ar  had  to  bo  ended  as  quickly  as  possible 

if  it  were  not  to  end  .in  complete  disaster;  and  that  I  still 
believed  that  if  it  became  a  long-drawn-out  war,  thore  would 
bo  no  real  victor,  both  sides  being  exhausted  and  the  world 
as  a  whole  being  as  impovorishod,  dlssplrlted  and  in  distress 
as  the  belligerents.  On  Nev;  Year's  Day  of  1914-2  I  took  the 
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opportunity  of  tho  occasion  to  acidrass  an  instruction- 
staff  of  tha  Foreirn  Ministry  to  suR^rost  this  idea,  oluclvlatln/5 
tho  inter-relationship  between  war  and  diplomacy,  the  task  of 
diplomacy  at  war;  I  told  them  that,  thourh  the  prevalllnf; 
tendency  was  to  nepjlect  diplomacy--whlch  was  very  short¬ 
sighted — diplomacy  would  only  fain  in  importance  as  tho  war 
profrrossed.  V.'e  should  therefore,  I  said,  study  and  make  every 
preparation  to  end  the  war,  lest  v/o  should  fall  to  seize  the 
chance  when  it  did  oome, 

152.  \lthouyh  it  would  be  difficult  to  brlnpf  about  tho 
termination  of  a  war  which  had  encompassed  tha  whole  world, 

I  thought  that  there  was  some  possibility  offered  by  the  idea 
of  a  Russo-German  peace,  which  mir.ht  plve  a  bof^lnnlnp;  to  tho 
movoment  toward  ^^eneral  peace,  liereforo,  when  I  had  a  conver¬ 
sation  with  Soviet  \mbassador  Smotanln  in  F’ebruary,  I  told  him 
that  the  relations  between  our  two  countries  ware  like  a  brlrht 
spot  in  a  troubled  stormy  sky,  and  that  I  desired  to  enlar'^e 
and  extend  this  spot  to  cover  other  regions  v/ith  tho  aim  of 
restorlnf?  peace  throuf'hout  the  entire  world--whlch  was  an  added 
reason  for  tho  nocosolty  of  malntalninr  neutrality  betv/oon 
the  USSR  and  Japan.  I  also  directed  Ambassador  Sato  in 
Kuibyshev  to  preparj  tho  , ground  for  such  steps  in  order  npW-^r 
to  miss  the  chance  vd  ,n  an  opportunity  should  present  Itself, 
concerning*  which  ho  ’.voul  ’  be  instructed  lator.  My  rosl<^natlon 
from  the  T5J5  Cabinet  prevjnted  any  development  of  this'plan. 

133.  \lthou'h  out  of  office  from  September  I9I+2  to 
\pril  1945,  and  in  no  position  in  the  rovernmont,  I  expressed 
my  opinion  to  various  persons  that  tho  war  had  to  be  ended 
promptly.  For  example,  In  November  19^14.  I  happened  to  have 
a  conversation  v/ith  General  Umozu,  then  Chief  of  tha  \rmy 
General  Staff,  to  whom  I  said  that  tho  war  should  be  ended, 
perhaps  by  first  arrangin'*  for  the  termination  of  tho  Sovlot- 
Gorman  war.  (General  Umozu  a-^raod,  and  said  that  althourih 
tho  t?overnment  had  failed  to  do  anything  ho  would  continue  to 
work  for  this  idea.) 


tho 

him 


13U»  8  'ipi’il  19^5  I  received  in  Karulzav/a,  where  I 

was  then  living,  a  request  from  Admiral  Suzuki,  tho  Premier- 
Designate,  to  come  to  Tolryo  to  see  him.  Accordingly  I  returned 
to  Tokyo  that  evonlnr,  called  on  \dmlral  Suzuki,  v/ho  asked 
me  to  become  Foroi  'n  Minister  in  his  cabinet.  My  earnest  desire 
being  to  brine  about  peace  promptly,  I  considorod  that,  for 
this  purpose,  it  r/as  njc^ssary  that  the  Premier  share  with  mo 
not  only  the  desire  for  prompt  peace  but  also  the  estimate  of 
tho  war  situation  an-’  its  prospect.  I  theroforo  asked  his  view 
on  the  prospect  of  tho  war  before  'Iving  him  my  ansv/or  to  his 
request.  Hov/ever,  havln*  heard  him  state  his  estimate  of 
war  situation,  which  liffored  from  mine,  although  I  found 
sincere  and  earnest  for  prompt  peace,  I  felt  that  I  could 
hardly  accept  the  responsibility  of  directing  diplomacy  unless 
wo  had  identical  opinions  on  tho  prospect  of  the  v/ar  and  loft 
tollinc  hiw  so.  I  soon  received  earnest  and  serious V ^rsua-  ^ 
slons  from  many  quarters  to  enter  \dmlral  Suzuki’s  Cabinet  and 
onllrhton  him  on  the  matter;  Vdmlral  Okada;  Mr.  Matsudalra 
Tsunoo  and  Mr.  Hlrota  Kokl,  seniors  of  the  diplomatic  service; 
Marquis  Matsudalra  Yasumasa,  Private  Secretary  to  tho  Lord 
Keeper  of  Privy  Real;  Sakomlzu  Rlsatsune,  Chief  Secretary  of 
urged  me  to  accept  the  post,  \fter  another  talk 
with  \dmiral  Suzuki  at  ’vhlch  I  roltsrated  my  vlev/s,  ho  a-'^roed 
to  them,  as  a  result  of  which  I  accepted  tho  appointment. 
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l^pon  bocoinln'^.  Foreif^n  Minister,  aiy  chief  concern  was 
how  to  realize  ny  lonp-charlshod  desire,  prompt  restoration 
of  pence.  Shortly  after  tiklnp:  office,  I  received  a  call  from 
our  Minister  to  Finland,  Sakayn  Tadashl,  who  told  mo  that 
some  arran'^eraent  had  been  mndo  between  my  predecessor,  Mr. 
Shlr.omltsu,  and  the  Swedish  Minister,  Mr.  Barrie,  according  to 
which  the  Swedish  Government  would,  on  Its  own  initiative, 
sound  out  the  American  peace  terms  and  Inform  us.  Minis  tor 
Sakayn  asked  my  opinion  of  this  plan.  I  replied  that  It  was 
the  first  time  that  I  had  heard  anything  about  It,  but  that 
such  services  by  Minister  Bar;.f*o  and  his  Government  would  be 
very  much  appreclatod  by  me,  Inasmuch  as  I  was  oap;er  for  an 
early  peace.  I  Instructed  him  to  convoy  to  Mr.  Banre  my  words 
to  that  effect.  Nothlnc*  came  of  this  scheme,  however,  and  In 
fact  an  attempt  In  another  direction  was  ber'un  soon,  that  of 
securin'*  Soviet  mediation  for  peace. 

136.  \s  early  as  19J;2,  ns  I  have  already  stated,  I  had 
attemptod  to  brln'r  about  v/orld-poace,  uslnr  the  rood  relations 
between  Ja“an  'and  the  U  S  S  R  as  a  starting  point,  but  the 
situation  had  r^reatly  changed  since  thnt  time.  On  5  '.prll 
19145— shortly  before  I  became  Ferol-'n  Minister  —  the  Soviet 
Government  had  riven  notice  of  abroRatlon  of  the  neutrality 
Pact,  though  It  hal  b;  its  terms  still  more  than  a  year  to  run. 
Immediately  upon  my  assumption  of  office  I  received  requests 
from  military  and  other  quarters  to*  make  efforts  for  cooperation 
with  the  USSR,  but  It  seemed  to  mo  that  It  was  too  late, 
and  I  therefore  v.'arno.l  them  that  the  possibility  of  Russia's 
having  concluded  an  a.yroemont  with  Britain  and  the  United  States 
for  division  of  the  spoils  of  the  v/ar  had  to  be  taken  Into 
consideration,  an  1  I  carefully  watched  the  world  situation  with 
a  view  to  seizin'*  a  "ood  opportunity  for  the  restoration  of 
peace. 

157.  Tov/arvi  the  end  of  \pril,  the  defeat  of  Germany  be¬ 
came  an  accomplished  fact,  and  in  the  bOf'^ilnnlnr*  of  May  the 
Doonltz  roslmo  surrondored  unconditionally,  I  considered  that 
this  surrender  provided  an  opportunity  to  achieve  tho  endlnj^ 
of  the  war,  and  ther-;fore,  in  early  May,  when  I  reported  to 
tho  imperor  on  the  causes  •’>f  the  defeat  of  Germany,  amon.3 
which  air-raids  were  one  .•'f  the  major  factors,  I  took  tho 
opportunity  to  aid  that  now  that  air-raids  on  Japan  wore 
bocomlnn  severer  re  shoul  ’  promptly  brlnr*  the  war  to  an  end. 

I  advised  the  Premier  to  th.'  sarao  effect,  and  urr^ed  him  to 
convene  a  mootin'*  composed  only  of  the  principal  members  of 
tho  Supremo  Council  'or  th  :  Direction  of  ’V^r.  Tho  reasons  for 
this  v:ore  that  tho  or  Unary  meotinfs.  In  which  tho  secretaries 
participated,  had  a  tendency  to  bo  formal  and  a  lopt  a  strong 
stand,  and  thor.j  ’/.-as  also  l^n-er  of  leakao:e  of  secrets  to  the 
lov/or  military  ranks  throu  :h  such  meetings.  My  advice  was 
adopted  and  the  principal  members  of  the  Supremo  Council  mot 
three  times  In  the  middle  of  May.  (General  Umozu  can  also 
claim  some  credit  for  brlnf^ln/r  about  tho  meotln.^s  In  this 
form).  \t  the  moetln.'t  of  ih,  May,  after  much  discussion  It 
was  irreod  that  In  vlev/  of  the  v/ar  situation  and  events  abroad, 
Japan  should  realize  a  speedy  termination  of  tho  war.  \s  to 
tho  measures  to  be  adopted,  it  v/as  f ur thor ^af^roed  that,  al- 
thoufh  an  approach  throii  'h  the  Chun/^klnr  roplmo  or  negotiations 
throu'^h  such  neutrals  as  Gwltzorland  or  Sweden  could  be  con¬ 
sidered,  It  was  clear  th\t  an  approach  throufh  such  countries 
would  end  In  the  iraerican  lermnd  for  unconditional  surrondor; 
and  that  therefore  the  only  ''-tj*  v/as  to  request  Sovlot  mediation, 
althou  ,h  that  too  ml.*ht  bo  too  late  In  view  of  tho  world- 
situation. 
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158.  Tho  rolicy  thus  b-^ir.-  .Iccl  iv  ’,  I  r  .^u  •‘•ioil  .Vr 

•'••^viot";.T!bis£'idor,  to 

fcol  out  tho  Sovi.-t  r^ictlon.  i>.uy  n.t  Fcv.-rn  timos  in  Juno, 

It  G'Jro,  bokono.  ih.-so  convjv'sations,  Mr.  Hiroto  in^’orraod  in- 
roro  proJuctly:  of  0  frionily  atmoAnhor ; .  Loonv/hll^,  on  6  JuAo 
mootin'’  of  theSupruino  Council  for  Direction  -f  tho  V,ar  v"i<j 
sud  .only  called,  ind  on  8  Juno  on  Imrorlol  Con^jronco  v'^*’  hol'^ 

I  stnod  on  that  occasion  that  tho  international  snuotion  ^’ 
was  so  unfavorabla  for  us,  and  that  war-time  Jiolomacv  v'a.a  to 
so  iTJot  an  oxtont  undor  tho  influonco  of  tho  var  situation 
that  wo  v/oro  llkoly  to  find  oursolvos  in  '•  -osltion  of  extremely 
•’rout  difficulty  .  ilio  war  situation  oontlnu-M  to  dotoriorate. 

othor  hand,  on  several  occasions  slnca  \oril 
r  had  3X’-lainod  my  views  on  the  necosslty  of  endinr  the  war 

on  informed  me 

on  15  Juno  that  it  was  the  ianperor's  wish  to  soo  an  early  end 

sail  that  It  was  n, 'cess ary  to  recuost  Soviot 
mediation  to  ^aln  an  honorable  p.aco  even  if  the ‘nrice  wa^ 

^  ^  meetin’  of  the 

chief  members  of  tha  Supremo  Council  was  held  and  after 

dollboration  an  aj’r^ement  wa.s  reached  to  tho  effect  that  nrooer 
moasuros  for  endln  bh..»  v.  ar  should  bo  expedited,  in  view  of  ^ 

I  I’sported  tho  dovolopments 

iL  V.  1‘irota  and  I  m  to  speed  up  his  conversations  with 

imbassaJor.  )n  the  followlnp  day  I  reported  to  the 
Throne  the  measures  taken  refrardln  "  tha  USSR  and  the 
mission  ontr  us  tod  to  Mr.  Hlrota;  the  Hiniperor  expressed  his 
early  endln.;  of  the  war  without  fail,  in  •’talte 
of  the  sreat  dlff icult i .r,  to  which  I  replied  that  I  wo^ld 
exert  myself  to  the  utmost,  doinc  overythlnp  in  my  power. 

On  22  June,  the  Lmperor  called  mto  his  presence  the  chief 
members  of  the  Supreme  ^^ouncll  and  expressed  his  wish  that 
each  of  us  there  assembled  should  exort  his  efforts  toward 
1  I'u^  about  this  time  that  I 

Biltaln  and  China  were  soon  p.oinc  to  moot  at  Potsdam  in  a 
conference  in  which  th  1  Soviet  chief  also  would  bo  takln,-  narf- 
and  I  wanted  tho  Soviet  Govarnment  to  bo  informed  of  th^'  ^ 

should  take  place.  I  s^nt  instructions  thoreforo  to  Ambassador 

USSR  Ga-ornment  of  tho 

?  (-xhiblt  ko.  c'0:?o).  Our  Intention  to  dispatch  a  spocial 
mission  was  also  communlc-^^ad  to  Moscow.  The  Sovi-^t  reaction 
however,  was  not  favorable.  reaction, 

V  rjP^  Potsdam  Declaration  wa®  ls«»uad  bv 

President  Truman,  Prime  Mlnlstjr  Cliurchlll  and  Generalissimo 

I'n  fy  "'■  Council  of  thr?onow?n- 

day,  I  pointed  out  that  the  Doclaration  offered  in  effect  a 

ro’ro)o?tod''lt'  ’if  .11'’’^.,°’"’'?“®  uono®<iuonoos  would  follow  If 
1  ,  '  P'  Hioncforo  aoroed  that  wo  should  wait 

ordor  to  -u-.rd  a-iln.at  ui-fav  ij-ablo  nubile  reaction  to  It  ’ 
Intorrrotod  In  h!  Unit  “  4a?fr  ,nl 

and  wL  used  by  fr.sf“nt  ':>»In  as  Ju.n^fo^lo’n  ?orfbP'’'’ 
?h^‘wIr’r4"iLf’?^;an?^  ^  -ason  ffron^^rf^^ 
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thu%‘hT^5nl tsj  Wroshlnia, 


sSBSSSlii  E  i??  s 

9t>i  I  rdOiCvo,!  ''nbissidor;  but  In 

r'ntUo-room  3f  tho 


rron  Moscov;  thn  --c'r>ort  that  It  had  k 

^oclar-itlon  or  ,!  ^f^xcJtJov  hid  handed  ti 


rr°lT.no^^Zo7:  "-«-'"Hott:ih\,:i”:”’“‘’  ^ 

irom  *’i"’  th!  ’* 

h,r“t*v^--““ “d"°h:rt‘h:^ 

’n'^tho  «qSa«“for 

Dtolintlin.  '  =>™»-nraont  our  r-oply”r3l.niv5’tJ  tho°Pot-d.n° 

op^srdErS" 

=P^th/?,.nd«ant«  ’«optod'T''"^n  ^’rord‘«~nt’'thr"‘’"““"°''“P°" 

tho  raalnlarr’  or  t  so  far*  no  nnociKi  »  that  tha 

It  Would  bj  **on  '•nd  that  If  ooenoof-i  ^roA  occupylnr 

‘bo  dlswnln?  o^  l^  j  '''‘'  ’'’’“W  ?«ludo' 

by  tho  Ji-nnooo‘tC.;:„  ,’■”••’-"■>  i'orcoa  should  h^  ”)  thit 

^'>blnn  iBjotlnf-  In  tho''’f^  '  ''° 

though  nn«?t  or  ^^^tornoon  was  na  moUn '^f-.  a 

f’P  •'coSpUnftoo'po?'"^^”'^  ’-'•'>•'■5  -ith  0  to  orno^, 

Ibsolutolj-  no'cossony  on’"'of"°^’'’"''^°"  be  iLl?.vi‘J^‘’?v, 

tho  stif.-»  nr*u  ^  PJ’osorvin,'*  fVi->  ^  ,  ■‘■inilta>i  to  tho 

Svr-omo  Oouncll^nd"'th‘“?  -^®=“”ed  ?hot“Mrh?'’‘K^  structure 

inerstlnronThor?  nocoJ “^^^000^  ‘’“t 

'Jccord  with  nv  vl ^’Inally  the  Pmoo^ 
ba  accoptod  to  an^.  th  •  wish  that  tho  ^xprossod 

tho  co»^r°;!  fr%r  C  ^ 

««‘:rn?:o“jy  r’'^ 

the  Minister  ’n  Cgbinot  *  answer 

and  ohim  throu -h  transmit *lt  to^tho^fi^f*.^  ordered 

•">’.-eden  to  transmit  ?;  foE^"  ^^vornment,  and  the 
th-  Sfodteh  <^ov:‘Lo“t‘<\‘'-J,“/„l»^Jbd 
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ihl.  On  6  Vu-ust  tho  atomic  bomb  dostroyocl  Hlroshimo, 
an;"'  vMrnin  ‘  ‘vas  thit  thj  UnltiJ  Si'ttjs  v/ould  drop  tho 

.ombs  until  Jimn  '"as  mnlhilitod  If  sho  pji’sistid  in  her 
ro.l-ction  of  tho  Pots’im  Docliration.  I  Inatructod  \mbaaaador 
•3ato  to  proEE  foi’  an  lntorvl;v;  with  Forjl  n  Ministor  f«olotov, 
at  loast  to  clirify  th^  sitmtlon.  Thj  roru-Et  by  tho  imbassad'* 
v/as  not  accoloJ  to  by  thj  Soviet  ibvornmont,  and  although  Hr. 
f'blotov  ruturn  to  Moscow  an  \urust,  It  v/ns  not  until  tho 
8th  that  imb  iroador  Sat"  v;as  notiflod  that  Mr.  Molotov  'vould 
rocoivj  him  at  P.M.  of  that  My  (i,::hibit  No.  2705).  Aftor 
that  ’VO  rjcoivo.;  no  communication  from  our  \mbassador;  but  in 
tho  mornin  '  of  thj  9th  I  rocoivjd  from  th a  radio-room  of  tho 
Toroi -n  ‘ministry  an  ur*:nt  report  that  It  had  boon  broadcast 
from  Moscow  that  Mr.  Molotov  had  handed  to  imbasEidoi’  Sato  a 
doclarotlon  of  war  a'oinst  Ja^an.  Hostilities  woro  also  roporto 
from  Manchoukuo  to  hav-  co.miioneod  at  midnl  'ht  procod inp.  \t 
31:19  uM.  of  tho  10th  I  rro-lvod  Soviet  'unbassador  Malik  at 

.s  request  and  roc-lv-d  :'roiii  him  the  first  formal  comriunl cation 
irom  his  ^ovornrr.jnt  notifyln  the  iJoclaratlor  of  war  a^^ainst 
Japan.  Havlnr  montlonod  to  h-m  tho  Sovlat  commoncomont  of  war 
’vh  .n  tho  Neutrality  Pact  was  still  in  force,  -and  r-hon  the 
Sovljt  dovernmont  had  not  y:;t  replied  to  Japan's  request  for 
mediation  between  Japan  and  the  Allied  Powers,  I  askod  him  to 
transmit  to  his  Ooverninent  our  reply  relative  to  tho  Potsdam 
Declaration. 

1I1.2.  J-he  situation  having*  thus  become  very  serious,  a 
meotlnr  of  the  Supremo  Council  v/as  hold  at  11  o'clock  that 
morning.  ..il  membors  recoi’:nl2ed  tho  difficulty  of  contlnuinp 
tho  war,  after  tho  use  of  the  atomic  bomb  and  tho  Sovlot  ontry 
into  the  v;.ar,  and  no  one  in  the  Council  expressed  objection 
to  occoptancj  in  principle  of  the  Potsdam  Declaration.  Various 
opinions,  hov’over,  v/oro  oxpressod  reRardln;'  the  conditions  upon 
v/hich  it  was  to  be  accepted;  all  arroed  that  the  preservation 
of  tho  fundamental  structure  of  the  state  should  be  made  a 
condition,  but  the  Army  and  Navy  Hirh  Commands  and  tho  'Var 
Minister  vished  to  add  throe  'morj  conditions:  a)  that  the 
ailed  forces  would  refrain  so  far  ao  possible  froib  occupying:  1 

tho  raalnlnnl  of  Jopon,  and  that  if  oosupatlon  was  unavoidable 
it  would  be  on  a  small  scale  ind  would  exclude  Tok^’-o;  b)  that 
tho  dlsirrilnr  of  tho  Ja-.-anose  forcos  should  be  done  voluntarily 
by  thj  Japanese  themselves;  c)  that  the  pvmishmont  of  war- 
criminals  should  b.  entrusted  to  tho  Japanese  themselves.  No 
a-^’ircemont  could  be  reached,  and  tho  meetlny  was  adjourned;  a 
Cabinet  mootlnf  In  the  afternoon  was  no  more  able  to  aproe, 
thou-’h  most  of  its  mombar.?  apreed  with  mo  that  tho  condition 
for  accopti.n,7  tho  Potsdam  Declaration  should  be  limited  to  tho 
absolutely  necessary  one  of  proservlnp  tho  fundamental  structure 
of  the  state.  The  matter  was  discussed  that  nlpht  v.'hon  tho 
Supremo  Council  and  thj  President  of  t>je  Privy  Council  met  in 
the  prorencj  of  the  ilmporor,  at  his  command.  I  repeatad  my 
previous  statement  and  stronply  urrod  the  acceptance  of  the 
Potsdam  Declaration  without  any  condition  exceptinr'  that  of 
the  preservation  of  the  fundamental  structure  of  tho  state,  but 
there  wore  various  opinions  damandinip  other  conditions  and 
Insisting  on  their  necessity.  Finally  tho  Emperor  expressed 
accord  with  my  vi  ;ws  and  the  v/ish  that  tho  Potsdam  Declaration 
bo  accepted  to  relieve  the  sufforin'^s  of  mankind  and  to  save 
tho  country  from  ruin.  The  decision  havlnp  boon  ’^ivon,  a 
Cabinet  mootlnp  was  hold  thereupon  at  5  \.M, ,  and  our  answer 
was  unanimously  approved  by  the  Cabinet.  vccordlnply  I  ordered 
the  Klnlstor  in  Switzerland  to  transmit  it  to  tho  United  Statas 
and  '^hina  throu ph  the  Swiss  Government,  and  the  Minister  in 
.Sweden  to  transmit  it  to  tho  USSR  and  Great  Britain  throurh 
the  Swedish  CoverniTiont  (Exhibit  No.  5)* 
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1!|3»  Trouble  irorj  howyvir,  whun  the  cetnt3nts  of 

the  ly  from  th^  four  txo v-rruTionts  to  the  JTpinese  Govornrnont 
b  l:nown  to  us.  I  l.jorno.’  of  It  for  the  first  time  from 

the  i~or3i~r.  ministry  r  r.lio-roon,  'ind  f Ini '  nr  tha  phrosQolo(.:y 
sonev'hot  uncloir,  instruct  ji  the  officials  of  the  Ministry  to 
stuiy  the  tj::t.  -iViey  roooioc^  the  conclusion,  after  studyinr. 
it  carefully,  that  it  could  be  interpreted  as  belnr  ponorally 
in  confor/nlty  ’"Ith  our  undorstandinr  that  the  fotsdam  Declara' 
■Ucl  not*  Imply  a  re"  ulrom.-nt  of  a  chanre  in  the  fundamental 
structure  of  the  state,  an  1  that  v.'e  should  accept  tho  Potsdam 
Declaration  ’.v'thout  proposing  any  further  conditions,  unless 
wo  wer..  preparj’.  to  face  and  resolved  to  accept  the  breakdown 
and  collapse  of  otir  peace  efforts.  Ueatlnrs  of  the  Cabinet 
and  Ihe  oupr-me  Council  wer.'  held  to  consiior  this  reply  of 
the  four  Governments.  Statinr;  my  views  in  those  mootings,  I 
stronrly  advised  tlie  iccoptance  of  the  Declaration  v/ith  no 
further  represent itions ;  but  there  v/as  strong  opposition  by 
the  croup  lei  by  the  hinistoi'  of  7/ar,  insisting  that  the  reply 
v/as  unsatisfactory  on’  unacceptable,  and  that  furthor  no'^otla- 
tlons  should  be  attemptui.  Tn  th.se  c Ircumstanc  js  -a  conference 
v/as  again  callei  in  th  ;  [res;nce  of  the  ^mperor  in  the  morning 
of  the  ll|th.  train  the  confer .ince  could  not  reach  a  dacision. 

\t  last  the  i-mpjror  hlr.iselj.’  stated  that  v'o  must  accept  the 
Doclaration,  that  the  polity  and  the  existence  of  the  «Japanes3 
nation  should  be  pres-rv,..!  and  the  sufferln'*s  and  hardships 
of  mankind  be  alloviated.  It  1  P.I!.  a  cabinet,  meotinr  was 
held,  and  subsequently  the  Inporial  u-scrlpt  accoptin,';  the 
Potsdam  Declaration  was  pronulgatod.  The  accoptanco  was  com- 
munlcate'l  to  th  i  '.Hied  Powers  through  the  Swiss  Governmont 
in  the  '^ornln-:  of  thj  15th, 

1!'],,  The  *rav/  decision  to  jnd  the  v'ar  having  been  made, 
Frjmler  Suzuki  called  a  mooting  of  the  Cabinet  on  tho  15th, 
at  which  he  proposed  tho  resi  -.nitlpn  on  bloc  of  tha  Cabinet 
for  the  reason  that  he  had  much  troubled  the  Emperor  by  having 
to  rjquest  his  dacision,  and  that  somoono  elseer.ould  replace 
him.  Ml  agreed,  and  th ;  r-signatlons  werj  submitted  to  the 
Emporor.  On  the  followin':  Jay  Prince  Hlgashlkunl  called  mo 
and  r‘-quost>jd  me  to  remain  as  Korol -n  Minister  in  the  Cabinet 
v;hicl  l.e  v/as  forming,  hut  I  refrained  from  accoptinr  it  on  the 
I  round  that  the  roason  for  \  lmiral  Suzuki' s  resignation  applied 
..qually  to  me. 

ll45»  ^  havo  testified  above,  I  had  striven  throu"hout 

my  career  to  s  ;o  Japan  maintain  friendly  and  poacoful  relations 
with  the  world,  and  had  exerted  every  possible  effort  in  tho 
last  critical  months  to  Improva  relations  with  the  United  Statos 
Dritaln,  China  and  the  other  powers  and  to  avert  tho  Pacific 
•war.  \t  last  I  v/as  drlv.n  Into  a  position  whore,  as  I  saw  it, 
conUtions  no  longer  perfilttoi-^  me  to  oppose  war,  anvl  I  failed. 
But  from  the  day  of  the  autbreak  of  tho  v/ar  I  devoted  myself 
•1th  special  care  to  brin’Ing  about  as  speedily  as  possible  the 
end  of  the  war;  and  after  bocomlng  Porolrn  Minister  in  April 
19)'.5  -  worked  actively  toward  that  end  at  the  risk  of  my  life, 
rosistin:  all  stubborn  opposition  of  various  circles  until  at 
last  the  decislen  for  t  rmlnatlnr;  tho  v/ar  by  acceptance  of 
the  Potsdam  Declarati-in  wa.a  r'jachod  on  1I4.  vuigust  I9I45.  It  is 
the  "reat  sorrow  of  my  life  that  I  was  not  successful  in  pro- 
vontlng  v/ar  in  19i/l»  but  It  is  a  matter  of  some  consolation 
for  me  that  I  v-as  able  by  my  efforts  to  contribute  to  logsunlng 
the  puff  or  in.*  of  manlrlnd  by  ending  it  in  19^5  • 
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OATH 

In  accordnnco  ’."ith  '.ly  consclenco  I  swoar  to  tjll  tho 
wh-lo  truth,  v;i thh'’ldin"  nothin**  and  addlnr'  nothinr^. 


To'-o  Clilnionarl  (soil) 


On  this  12th  day  of  Docorabor,  19^7 
\t  Tokyo 


Doponont:  Top:5  SM'pnori 

I,  Nishi  Hiruhik.o,  horoby  cortify  that  tho  above 
statoRiont  was  sworn  to  by  tho  doponont,  who  affixed  his 
sl'::mturo  an:l  seal  thereto  in  tho  prosonco  of  this  witness. 

On  tho  same  dito 

\t  Tolcyo 

V/ltnoss:  Nishi  Haruhlko.  (soil) 


Trinsl-itlon  Cortificito 

I,  Nishi  Haruhiko,  of  tho  dofanso,  horoby  certify  that  I 
am  conversant  with  the  II!nr;llsh  and  Japanese  lan.*:uacos,  and 
that  the 'fore-olnti;  is,  to  tho  best  of  my  knowled'ca 'and  boliof. 
a  correct  translation  of  tho  orir.iml  document. 


llisl',1  Haru}aiko  (soal) 


Tokyo 

12  December  19^7 
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